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G. R. 

T V7HEREAS Our trufty and well-beloved 
\\ Edward Dilly, of our city of Lon- 
don, Bookfcller, hath, by hi; /petition, humbly 
reprefented unto ijs, that he hath undertaken to 
print and publifn a woik called The Bntijb 
Plutarch, or Biographical Entertainer ; being 
a fcled collection of the lives at large of the 
moll eminent men, natives of Great Britain 
and Ireland, from the reign of king^flenry the 
Eighth, to that of Our late Royal Grandfather, 
both incluiive : in the profecution of which he 
hath been at great trouble and expence in pro- 
curing accefs to antient records, memoirs, pa- 
pers, and other authentic intelligence : as well 
as engaging feveral gentlemen of learning and 
abilities, to compile from thole materials, in 
fuch a flile and method, as to render that work 
muling and utiircrfally ufcful, than any 
thing of the kind that has hitherto made its 
Appearance. And, being dcfirous of reaping 
the fruits of his faid labour and cxpence, and 
enjoying the full profit and benefit that may 
ariie from \ending the above-mentioned valu- 
able. 


( 2 J 

able wort, without any other perfon’s inu*- 
fcring in his juft property : he hath therefore 
moil humbly pray/^Ts to grant him Our Royal 
Licence, for the/oJe pm ting, publiffcing, and 
vending, the laid work. S^e do therefore, by 
thefe Prefents, fo far as imy be agreeable 
the ilatute in that cafe mad^ provided, 
grant unto him, the faid Edwa rd Dill y, his 
cxccutotr, adminiftrators, and aftigns, Our 
Koyal Licence, foi the foie printing, pub’ldi- 
ng, and vending, the faid work, for the term 
of fourteen years ; ifriftly forbidding ah Out 
fubje&s, within Our kingdoms and dominions, 
to reprint, ao.wlc **, or pnblifli the fame, eithet 
in 'the hke, or a.*y other volume, or volumes, 
whntfoevcr; 01 to impoit, buy, vend, utrei, or 
diftributc, any copies thereof leprintcd bc>iir i 
the fear., during the afo-edd term of fouitern 
years, without the content and approbation if 
the faid\ '.9Waru Dili.y, his heirs, executcn 
and affgns, under their hands and feals finl 
had and obtained , as they will anfwer the con- 
trary at their peril. Wherefore the commif- 
fioners, and other officers of the cuftoms, the 
mafter, wardens, and company of ftationers, 
aic to take notice, that due obedience may be 
rendered to Our will and pleafure herein de- 
clared. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's , this zoth 
Day of January i 1762, in the JecondYtar 
ef Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Command;- 

EGREMONT. 
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T h i LIFE or 

WILLIAM C E Cjl L. 

'Extradited from an Ancient Manufqdpt. 


fILLIAM, lord of Burleigh, was 
born at Bourn, in the county of 
W ^0 Lincoln, on the thirteenth dav of 
*1 September, 1521. His fath"i, 
Richard Cecil, of Burleigh, in the 
«r£:v'*]y3F Northampton, efquire, being prin- 
cipal officer of the robes in the time of llcniy 
VIII: and in great favour with the king. His 
mother’s name was Jane Ileckington, daugh- 
ter and heirefs of William Meckiugton, of 
*#ourn, in the county of Lincoln; by whom 
Vol.1V. B cam*: 




2 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

came the inheritance of the lordihip of 7£ur- 
leighi and other lands, to the value of two 
hundred pounij^es^Jy- 

His lordfhis being 7% his infancy of a preg- 
nant wit, apt to learn, was brought up 
at fchool *t Grantham and Stamford ; and? at 
the agc,of fourteen years, ht ^vtnt to Cam- 
bridge. where he was ftudmt in St. John's 
College, being fo diligent th.it he hired *hp 
bell-ringer to call him up at four d’clocfc* 
every tno;ning ; till, by watching and^conti-' 
nual fating, there fell abundance of humours 
into l^s leg*;, then very hardly cured, which 
jwas thought" of the original caufes of his 
gout ;Vand one Mcdcalf, #c that time mailer 
of the roufe, feeing his diligence, would often 
give jfim money to encourage him. He was 
fo iludious, and fo early capable, that he was 
rcaJejrof the fophiilry lcdlure when but fixteen 
ycars/or&; and afterwards he read the Greek 
ietfufe, as a gentleman, for his excrcife and 
pleafure, without penfion, before lie was 
nineteen years old ; which he performed fo 
learnedly, as was beyond expeflation of a 
iludent of his Handing, or years and birth. 

When he had proceeded mailer of arts, and 
continued at the univerfity about fix years, and 
his friends thought his learning there 
he left the univerfity ; and, being nineteen 
years old, went to the inns of court, ar#d was 
fludent in GrayVinn, where he profited as be- 
fore at Cambridge. But, as his years <jjind 
company required, he would many times to 

merry 
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merry among young gentlemen, who were 
moil defirous of his company for his witty 
mirth and temper. . * 

Among the relt hr ufccl to c *11 this ftory of 
himfclf, That a mad coinpanioi^mticed him 
to play ; where, in a fhort time^he loll all 
his money, becfding, and books, l\ving ne- 
ver been ufed to game before ; but, being 
— ongH his other company, he told thyn how 
fuch a one had mifled him, faying, hi would 
pref«vtly have a device to be eveiwwili him ; 
fo, with a long trunk, he made a flfcfe in the 
wall near his playfellow's bed- head*, \md, in 
a fearful voice, fpoke thus through tire trunk : 

Oh mortal mail* repent, repent of tly horri- 
ble fin, play, cofenage, and fueh JcwdneA, 
or elfe thou art damned, and canllAnot be 
faved which, at midnight, all aline, fo 
amazed the young man as to drive llin into 
a fweat for fear, * * 

Moil penitent and.heavy, the next daf, in the 
prefence, of the youths, he told with trembling 
what a fearful voice fpakc to him at midnight, 
vowing never to play again ; and calling for 
Mr, Cecil, he a freed him forgi venefs on his 
knees, and rdlc-red all his money, bedding, 
and books. So two gamedtis were both re- 
**sk-:n\ed wan this merry device, and never 
played more. 

• About the latter time of king Henry VIII. 
Mr. Cecil coming from Gray’s Inn to the court 
t to fee his lather, it was his chance to be in 
prefence- chamber, where he met two 
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priefts, chaplains to O Neale, who was then 
an court ; and talking long with them in La- 
tin, he fell int«»difpmation with the priefts j 
wherein he fhafc’ed lo great learning and wit, 
as he provcd^ne poor pricJls to have neither ; 
who were^/o call down that they had uo^ a 
W'ord uytav, but flung awav Hi chafe, no lefs 
difeon united than a fh rimed to he foiled in 1'uch 
a placc^by a lad. It was told the king, that 
younglMr. Cecil had confuted both O HfealV® 
chaplaltas. # The king called for him, r and, 
after lovg'talk with him, being much delighted 
with h^ ; s anfwcrs, the king willed his father 
to find 7 .»»t a fuit for him : v\ hereupon he be- 
came fdfctor foi a revet lion tin* Cuilos Lirc- 
vium Office in the Common Picas ; which the 
king Willingly granted. 

Aft*: he had fpent fojnc time at the law, on 
the citfUth of Auguft, in the 33d year of 
HenrysW.l. he took to wife Mary Cheeke, 
filler t© Sir John Checke, knight, who lived 
with him not a year and a quarter; by whom 
he had his fir ft fon Thomas. Afterwards, on 
the twenty- firll of December, five years follow- 
ing, being twenty* four years old, he married 
Mildred Cooke, one of the daughters of Sir 
Anthony Cooke, knight, a wife and virtuous 
lady, who lived with him many years after 
came to be treafurcr of England. She was 
excellently learned in the Greek, fo that fhe 
trar.fl.ned a piece of Chryfoftom into Englilh. 
He had by her, Anne, Robert, and Eliza’-eA; 
*iul f iances Cecil, a daughter, and Wihiact** 
and William, who all three died young. 


In 
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* 

Tn the firll year of king Edward VL the 
duke of Somrriet, then lord -protestor, hear- 
ing of Mr. Cecil, font for him to be matter of 
hi?icqueih ; and the fhaft yuVr he went with 
the duke to MuiVlborough-fichl, wlmrc he was 
lil^c to have been 3:':\ but wasSuiraculowfly 
fa veil by one that, put.ing forth As arm to 
thpiil Mr Cecil out of the level of t\i canon, 
had it ftiikm olf. In the fecond yeaV>f king 
Ed mid VL in' w;n committed to the |Towcr 
ahoet the of SomeifiTs fiitt calling in 
qu:(tJbn ; \\ here lie rc:n lined a quwt/r of ii 
year, and was delivered. 

The duke of Someifct perceiving fhJ king's 
great liking of Mr. Cecil, *tK third 

year of the king*? reign, preferred hln to be 
feci eta ry of llate" and a coiiulcllor to. Ae king, 
being but twenty- five years old ; and,\n the 
fifth year of Edward VI. he was made inight: 
a rare thir.g for fo young a man to be tilled to 
fuch places of honour and cflimatiolT, wherein 
lie continued till ihc king’s death. # 

The two dukes of Northumberland and So- 
me rfet llrovc to win him. tempting him with 
great offers. He (hewed duty to both, but 
would take gifts of neither; but, after the 
king died, he was difgraced by the duke of 
Northumberland for difliking the purpofe 
*Sfc'jah*irr the lady Jane ; yet he carried the 
matter (o temperately as he kept his confidence 
free/his truth to the crown, and himfeJf from; 
danger, 

B 1 
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When queen Mary came in, fhe granted Sir 
William Cecil a general pardon; and, in 
choofing her counfeilors, laid, if he would 
change his religion ,Nie (hould be her fccretary 
and counfelloj: to which purpofe feme wile 
men were ujwcrhand fet to allure and difeover 
his difpofinon ; but, like hindelf, he wifely 
and ehiiinanly anfvvcred, he Kas taught and 
bound tA ferve God firft, and next the queen ; 
that ll/e had been his fo gracious lady as ha 
wouldVever ferve and pray for her in his 
ht*jrt;Vanp with his body and go"ds Ire as 
ready tlfcderve in her defence as any of her 
loyal ; but hoped Ihe would pleafe to 

giant h*T* to ufe his confcience to him- 
ielf, anjf ferve her at large Its a private man 
rather tfon to be her greateil counfellor. Yet 
the qiven ftill ufed him very gnxicufly, and 
forborr either to hear his enemies, who were 
many,K>r to difgrace himfelf ; for, in the fc- 
cond /Jai^of her reign, he was fent to Bruf* 
fels, vftth the lord Paget, to bring in cardinal 
Pole. r 

In the parliament time there was a matter in 
queftion for fomething the queen would have 
paiTed ; wherein Sir Anthony Kingfton, Sir 
William Courtney, Sir John Pollard, and 
many others of value, efpecially wellern men, 
were oppofite, Sir William Cecil beinjp their* 
fccaker, having that day told a good tale 
fc them. When the houfe rofe, they ume 
49 bin and laid they would dine with hint 

that 
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that day. He anfwered they fhould be wel- 
« erfme, fo they did not fpeak of any matters of 
parliament; which they promifed ; yet fome 
began to break promife, 'for which he chal- 
lenged them. 

J'his mceiing and fpecch wns feiown to the 
counlei, and all the knights and ytffitlemen 
were lent for a?id committed. SirVVilliam 
Cecil was alfo fent for; but he defixid they 
would not do by him as by the reft, wftch he 
thought fomewhat hard *, that was, rolconi- 
*mit them firft and to hear ihcpryfiftf ; but 
prayed them fiift to hear him, and thehjo com- 
mit him if he were guilty. 44 You've fcoken 
like a man of experience," lord 

Paget ; and, uport hearing tho^ircuirllances* 
he cleared himfelf, and fo efcaped irlprifon- 
ment and difgrace. 

When queen Elizabeth began herAeign, 
Sir William Cecil, for his truth and ti ed fer - 
vice to her, was worthily called and l:|nour- 
ably advanced by her majefty to be hei»fecre- 
tary an<^ counfellor ; and was firft fworn of 
any counfellor ihe had, at Hatfield, where {he 
lay at her firft coming to her crown. 

At the firft parliament holden in the begio* 
ing of the queen’s reign, great difficulties arofe 
in reforming and altering religion, and for the 
4 »tter v fatisfa£tion of the ftete of parliament, 
by his Jordlhip’s advice, there was a conference 
had dn Weftminfter church, by the old and 
new bifhops and other learned men, upon 
B 4 map 
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Tome queilions and points dcvifcd principally 
by himfelf touching the exercife of' religion'; 
which was fo politicly handled, and wifely 
governed, that #fuchs/atisfadl ion was given, 
that the queen and parliament, with one con- 
lent, cllabliihftd the form of religion ever fince 
piLOtifed.^c 4 

By hi$( politic advice, the*coin, and mo- 
nies of \j ic reaiin, were brought to a flandard 
of hnetefs from bafenefj, being then one of 
the ricTdl coins of the world, to the great 
tmichi^ttf-vhis realm and commonwejjth 
lor he lyl^'a pbiitinn, which undoubtedly is 
true, tbj^the realm cannot Le rich whofc coin 
is poorW bafj^ 

In thfl lecon^year of the queen he was fent 
into ScoLand to treat of peace; which, chiefly- 
by Iiis jnfdom, was efTcfted, with fome honor* 
able ccnditions for the queen and realm. Ic 
was eva obfeived, as ore notable viitue in his 
difpofit&n^to be defirous to preferve peace 
in the Jana; which undoubtedly is the only 
blelling can fall upon a nation. 

In the third year of the queen’s reign, the 
tenth of January, he was made mailer of the 
wards, upon the death of Sir Thomas Parry. 

In the twelfth year of her mnjelly’s reign, 
the rebellion of the north began ; wherein, 
Kimfelf being fecretary alone, and thereby all 
difpatches palling his hands, he took fuch care, 
and gave fuch provident counfel, that ma&et? 
w.cre lb quickly expedited, and politicly car-. 

liejl 
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tied, and the rebels fuppreffed without blood 
dr danger, to the honour of the queen ai d 
weal of the realm. 

•But, in the time of this profperous rifing, 
the hearts of fome did alio rife again!! his for- 
tune ; who were more hot in levying him, 
than able to follow him; deriving his 
praifcs, difcournging his fcrvices, an^ plotting 
his danger; as on a time a book, paVGonately 
penned againii the nobility, came ' ,to his 
hands, and was feen upon ]ii2» tabic, bj’Jh gre\:t, 
manf which book he had reacLtfitK g€at dif- 
like, noting many lies and fanlfr of the 
writer : yet there was a fo rma l tale tbltt to the 
lords of the counfd, and ~dTve?:'«y:hv» of the 
nobility, infering ft to-be done'or procured by 
himfelf to difgrace the nobility. Wlsjrcupou 
fuch a fire was kindled againft him amAng the 
lords, as a plot was laid to cut him of/*. He 
was thereupon called before the councf with- 
out the queen’s knowledge, and* charged ; 
which, though he fufficiently anfwerccl, yet 
was it rololved he Ihould be lent to the Tower, 
and then they would find matter enough 
againll him/ Whereof he having advertise- 
ment, wrote to the queen ; who commanded 
nothing fhould be done againll him without 
her privity. So the fire wms covered, but not 
quenched ; for, not long after, a villain wan 
hired to kill him, and fet at the llairs foot to 
dtfpatch him as he came from the queen ; but 
being warned of it, he went down another way 
ggd jgdeaped; and, as he had fome foes ;<r 
B 5 heme,. 
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home, fo he wanted not enemies abro&d * 
for, another time, a popifh villain was, btr 
fome feminaries, perfuaded to kill him ; and* 
being with him alone in his chamber, Handing 
behind him leaning upon his chair, had not 
the •power ^perform his villainy* though, 
when he fime in, he took his dagger ready in 
his hand to do it. ** 

As hf' continued his care, fo he grew in fa* 
four wfch his prince and liking of the people, 
and hying twelve years ferved as fecretacry, 
lie was^y b£v v majefty created baron of Bur- 
liegh, ijhon Shf6?e Sunday the twenty-fifth of 
February** 1570; ard in June 1572, he was 
made the garter ; and the fifteenth 

of Julyl. following, he waS made lord high 
treaftirjf' of England, upon the death of the 
lord nlirqufs of Winchefler. 

Heyrew now to fomc greatnefs, carrying a 
rfputaLon and rule in the commonwealth, 
fo thai it t»as thought nothing was done with- 
out him ; fo equally hearing, juftly cenfuring, 
and carefully difpatching caufes, that few fuits 
were fuffered to linger long before him, but 
were either ended by judgment, or ordered by 
agreement, ufing one fingularcourfe in hearing 
caufes; that if he found them difficult, or ri* 
goroufly to be cenfured, he would ever make 
motions for arbitration, and either by«his au- 
thority or perfuafion, agree them ; fo that he 
ended more, caufes in a term than were before 
in a twelvemonth, infomuch as all men had t 
fuch an opinion of his juflicc and indifference 7 
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that they ifever thought themfelves fati’s fied 
nor their fuits well ended, that either had not 
their caufe brought to his hearing, or his letter 
in .their behalf, which drew upon him multi- 
tudes of fuits. For, beiides aH buiinefs in 
council, or other weighty caufes*;, and fuchas 
were anfwered by word of moutK, there was 
not a day in a\erm wherein he received not 
threefcore, fourfeore, and an hundred peti- 
tions, which he commonly read that night, 
and gave every man an anfwer himfclf the 
nextfiorning, as he went to the hall ; wherein' 
one thing was obferved of his excel’ ent me- 
mory, that reading thofif bills o/er-night, 
there was not one petitioner 1 came tcVhim the 
next morning, but fo <loon a a he henrd their 
names, he remembered their matter, ;Jpd gave 
them his anfwer. He would alfo anK er the 
pooreft perfon by word of mouth, appointing 
times and places of purpofe fo long as’Jhe was 
able; and after he grew weak and ccjld not 
go abroad, he devifed a new way, taking or* 
der that, poor fuitors fhould fend in their pe- 
titions fealed up, whereby the pooreft man’s 
bill cam^to^iim as foon as the richeft: upon 
every petition he caufed his anfwer to be writ- 
ten on the back, and fubferibed it with hi* 
own name, or elfe they had his letter or other 
anfwef, as the caufe required : by which cha- 
ritable and honourable device there was none 
flu^ftbr anfwer, but were fpeedily difpatched. 

Thus held he on his courfe like himfelf, 
*praypd for by the poor, honoured by the rich, 
B 6 feared 
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feared by the bad, and loved by the good ; to 
his prince and country loyal, and to the itib'i 
jedls moll pleaiing, wondering at his great 
wifdom and gravity, and praifing his juilipe 
and integrity ; molt men honouring him with 
the title of father of the commonwealth ; and 
his diligenr and lludious courfe of life Was 
fuch ascaufed all his friends to- pity him, x 1 
his very fervants to admire him; he was never- 
feen half an hour idle for twenty-four year? 
together ; for if there were caufe of bufineA 
' occupied till that were done; jf ’ ’ 
had no bulinefs,be was reading or coddling i 
if he rode abroa^ he had fuitors ; when 
he ca fl^ in ht ^ifpatchcd them; when 
he wen* to bed ai/l fl*pt not, ht was 
cither meditating or leading ; and he ufed to 
fay, he^id penetrate tanner into *he depti, 
caufes,!and found out more refolutions in h.s 
bed thd ( i when he was up ; he left fcarce time 
for fleeb o& meals, or leifure to go to bed ; 
yet fo ’ ong as his bufinefs went forward, and 
his prince and country pleafed, he ^thought 
his pairs a pleafure, and all he could do too 
little ; fo great was his care, a*v! Jfve to his 
prince and country. 

The parliament, flar-chamber, and other 
public places, there was not a fitting, but left 
fome note of his wifdom, gravity, and jt^lice ; 
all which his fpeeches and deeds fo exprefled, 
that when all men had fpoken to the purj^a, 
as was thought, moll excellertly, or in cafes of 
difficulty moil doubtfully, yet when he $a; 
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to fpeak, he fo far exceeded, as his gravity,, 
yrifdom, and eloquence fo weighed and reach* 
ed to the depth, fo far above the reach of the 
rejt,. as was no lefs admired than allowed of the 
hearers ; all things perfe&ly concluded and 
all doubts exa&ly cleared ; and yet which was 
ofiferved a ftrange thing in him, that for all his 
i ng and public fpeeches, he was never feen to 
ihidy a quarter of an hour, or to take notes, 
or tome books for any of his fpeeches; his 
long exper ience and pra&ice made him need 
o hplps. TTml it was noted, thatwhercfocvef 
^ fat^fti place of jufticc, there wanted not 
tfntfers that came only rt l hear him fpeak 5 
Hen drew unto him iV-great eftimation. as 
4.’ min, even his^ery enemies, thought him to 
the wifell and graved counfellor of his age, 
the belt foit extolling his worthinefsj the reft 
fearing his juilice and grcatnefs. Tl*e queen 
never refolvcd any cau/e of eflate wi^iout his 
counfcl, * nor feldom paflcd any private fuit 
from herfclf, that was net full referrel to his 
confidejaiion, and had his approbation before 
it pad. 

As his $ftimation was worthily great in his 
own odlntry, fo he was greatly famous in all 
nations in Chridendom, and other remote 
parts of the world. As on a time a great man 
of France, being in England, wrote a letter to 
the French king, faying, he was the wifeft 
a ^ graved counfellor of Chridendom, that 
in the court he was accounted Pater Patriae, 
djimong the common people, quad Re*; 
‘ ‘ - for 
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for his knowledge in treaties was fuch, th*t 
when any ambaflador came to treat with hint, 
he would (o far exceed the reach of their wis- 
doms, as they rather reverenced him, than 
flood in oppofition to him in any argument. 
There was no form or manner of treaties that 
he had not feen and had ready in his head ; 
neither was there ever any want beyond him 
in any point of treaty. Yet was he ever 
more ready to prevent, than our enemies to 
attempt j and more provident to fccure us, 
than they were to offend us; inlb.iuc/t as 
there was no enemy of England thaeifeared 
not the Treafurer,V/ifhed his death, and^r&c- 
tifed to nurchafe i*r-\ There was no prirxre or 
potentate, our friends, hat did not reve.ence 
him, fend to him, and feem to hold his friend* 
‘fhip inc/timation. There were many demon* 
fl ration^ of the reputation many princes had of 
him; as^vhen Mr. William Cecil, travelling in 
Italy, was brought before cardinal Farnefe, 
a man fof great authority, who finding Mr. 
Cecil to be the grandfon of the high txeafurer 
of England, he lodged him in his houfe, ap- 
pointed divers gentlemen to attett* 1 ..him, and 
nis horfes to be at his commandment; /peak- 
ing moft reverently of his grandfather, and 
never left enquiring of the manner of his life, 
•fafhion. ftaturc, fpeech, recreations, and fuck 
•like ; delighting to hear it, and talk of him, 
and at his departing gave him prefents v 'qpd 
money in his purfe. The like did the dulse 
-of Florence to Mr. Edward Cecil, a yqqnger 
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brother, and, which was an extraordinary fa* 



piiice. 

By his place and greatnefs he had daily in* 
telligence from many countries; and betides 
fdteign letters he received not fo few as twen* 
ty or thirty otlfer letters in a day, whereby he 
had fometimes good news and fometimes bad; 
if it were good he would temperately fpeak 
of it, if ill he kept it to himfelf. He was ne* 
ver gioirf^itiTpaflion in either, neither joy* 
'ful at^the bell, nor daunted at the worn; 
mwWjF was noted in him, that though his bo* 
<}y 4 s weak, his courage never faded, as in 
time# of the grated danger he rver fpoke 
«noft chearfully, and executed things mod 
readily, when others feemed doubtful; and 
when fome talked fearfully of the greatnefs of 
our enemies, he would ever anfwysr, they 
Ihail do tio more than God will Juffer them j 
which argued his whole truft in Go*J, and a 
courage in himfelf. 

In caufes depending before him in judice, 
he regard^ neither friend or enemy ; but if 
he loma&i any way, it was rather to the foe, 
lead he lhould be taxed of partiality ; and he 
would very fharply reprehend his friends, rela- 
tiong, and fervants, for bringing fuits before 
him, when they were not upon good grounds, 
raf would force them rather to compound 
win (he. In cafes of judice, none could ever 
* • do^him greater defpight than to offer him any 

R uBftg uitmfi 

ccn.|J»SSto Dtwaj&jg 
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many pieces of plate at New-years-tide ; and 1 
to oiler him money was to offend him fo a> 
they fared the worfe, ever faying, 1 will tak*" 
nothing of you, having a caufe depending be- 
fore me. 

His careful courfe in the court of ward* 
was moll commendable, for he was always 
careful both of her majelly's pfofit and prero- 
gative, and to maintain the privileges and au- 
thority of the court. Finding the revenue of 
the court to abate, he began to look into the 
caufe, writing letters to all the "iofflu iv of 
England, to look better to the queen’sV^rvice,^ 
for the increaling of ^ier revenue. And tfyjagft 
no mafte^of the wards ever rated male ^arda 
above one year's value, and females at two 
year's value, according to their lands found by 
office, his lord ihip increafed males to a year and 
an half, and railed much the rates of females. 
And whereas other mailers of the wards, before 
his lordlhij* demifed waid lands at the valuo 
found office, and rated the fame at one year’s 
val u e , hi s 1 o rd fh i p w o u 1 d fu ffer n o 1 eafe t o f pa fs be- 
fore the lands were furveyed by the foedaries, 
and rated the fines at a year arfifir-v^alf, ac- 
cording to the improved values : thbv^h he 
might have raifed things to a higher rate if 
he had not refpedled her majefty's honour, 
and regarded the eafe of the fubjeft. , 

His lordlhip hated fraudulent conveyances 
to defeat the queen of wardfhip, and where^he 
found the fault, he did iharply punilh it. 
He would alfo feverely punilh contemqcy of . 
the queen's procefs, commonly ufing thefe" 

words. 
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words, Mclior ell obcdientia quam vi&ima* 
He ever endeavoured to commit wards to 
ptodons^of found religion, and preferred na- 
tural mothers before all others to the cuflody 
of their children, if they were not to be touch- 
ed with any notable exception. He would 
cft?n remember caufes and orders pall twenty 
or thirty years before, better than the coun- 
fcllors, clerks, and often than the parties 
whom it concerned. At the arguing of any 
great caufes* he not only obferved and heard 
their ^irwCttfents, but would alfo with great 
^udgmo^f plead ar.d argue himfelf, and when 
h^fiptjdown orders, he would ever deliver 
the relfon of his order. His commandments 
were fllort, plain, syod full, fo as a man of ve- 
ry mean capacity, might both underlland and 
eflett them. He was fparing in commending 
any, and yet would praife fome, but lightly; 
yet was the moll ready to cherilh the fuficient. 
lie favoured not the granting of w^rds in the 
father's lifetime. He would never fufFtJ- law- 


yers to wrangle, but ever hold them to the 
point; which was a caufc of great reverence 
and order jo^be court. He would fine fhe-. 
riffs deftly if they were found negligent, and 
would never fpare any indebted to the queen* 
Yet was it imagined he made infinite gain by 
fuch wards as he kept in his own hands ; but 
if it be narrowly lifted, it will appear, that in 
all t)i6 time he was mailer of the wards, he 
refived to his own uie but three, whereof he 
had profit but of two ; and when he granted a 
\\ardilup, as he did great numbers, he never 

took 
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took benefit of above four in a year, which 
was in this fort. If either the mother, or tho. , 
friends, wrote to him that they would give tw,6 
or three hundred pounds to have the prefer- 
ment of a waidfhip, they had it without in- 
denting, bargaining, or examining the value, 
if it pioved worth five times as much as they 
paid for it. At other timr&, perad venture 
once or twice in a year, a nobleman, lady, or 
gentleman that had award of him worth five 
hundred or a thoufand powy^. -would fend 
him, fome eight pounds, fome an\#iur.dred 
angels, or a piece of plate at New-yeluVday, * 
And here is all the the profit that, onryEar 
with the^other, he made of it, unlefs if? were 
by a chance. The reft he gave fredy to 
courtiers, to his friends, to his fervantfl, to the 
mothers; or the wards themfelves. It was 
Jbund by the books of entries, that in two 
years afrd a half his lordfhip gave about two 
hundred wards, whereof a hundred and eighty 
fell to* courtiers ; though he was not bound to 
give any man a ward, without recompence to 
himfelf ; yet people much diminifhed his de- 
ferts. 

His lordfhip kept two houfes, one'fec’ Lon- 
don, the other at Theobalds, though he was 
at charge, both at Burleigh and the court. 
At London he kept ordinarily in hopfhold. 
fourfeore perlons, befides, his lordfhip. and 
foch as attended him at the court, the ch^ge 
amounting to thirty pounds a week, and the 
fum yearly to fifteen hundred and fixty poynds; 
and is the term times, or when his lordfhip 

lay 
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lay at London, his charge increafed ten or 
Active pounds a week. At Theobalds he 
r*ept continually his houihold lying at Lon* 
doe, twenty -fix or thirty perfons, the charge 
being weekly twelve pounds : and alio reliev- 
ed there daily twenty or thirty poor people 
at fte gate, and befides gave weekly in money 
by Mr. Neal, h^s lordlhip’s chaplain, vicar of 
Chcuhunt, twenty Ihillings to the poor there* 
The weekly charge in fetting poor on work, 
at. wooders, labours, &c. came to ten pounds, 

* and ip hj^tveckly charge at Theobalds, his 
\iou (hold? being at London, was twenty-two 
p&tettds ; and the yearly fum eleven hun- 
dred Jnd forty- four pounds; both gummed 
together his yearly charge was twenty-feven 
hundred and four pounds. When his lord- 
fliip was continually at the court, which yOftt- 
may imagine much increafed at his lordlhip’s 
coming home, for 1 have heard his officers 
affirm, that at his lord (hip’s being at Theo- 
balds, it coft him fourfeore pounds in aiveele. 
The charge of his liable, not here mentioned, 
was yearly a thoufand marks at the leaft. Be- 
fides which-ctvttain charge he bought great 
^uandfiita of corn in times of dearth, to fur* 
nifti markets about his own houfes at under- 
prices, to pull down the price to relieve the 
poor. # He gave alfo for releafing of prifoners 
in many of his latter years forty pounds, and 
fifty in a teim ; and for twenty years together 
hefgave yearly in beef, bread, and money, at 
ChnlUnas, to the poor of Weftminfor# St. 

Martin's 



to BRITISH PLUTARCH. 
Martin’s, St. Clement’s, and at Theobalds* 
thirty-five pounds, and fometimes forty poundy* 
per annum. He gave alfo yearly to <w er;y 
poor men lodging in the Savoy, twenty fdits 
of apparel. He gave alfo for three years be- 
foie he died, to poor piifoneis, and to poor 
pariflies, in monty weekly fori y-five (hillings, 
fo as his certain alms, btfides extraordinaries, 
was cad up to be five hundred pounds yearly* 
one year with another. 

• With regard to the government 

of his houl'e, the officcis were fo nianu, r*;> are^i 
ufuallyin the greased men’s houfes. Tfrwewei^ 
prayers every day laid in his chapel atWteTen 
of the clock, where his lordlhip and vll his 
fervants were prdent, and fcldom or ever 
went to f dinner without prayers ; and fo like- 
wife at iix of the clock, before fupper; which 
courfe was obferved by his Howard in his 
fordfhif’s abfence. When his lerdfliip was 
able tQ fit Abroad, he kept an honourable ta- 
ble for noblemen and others to refort unto; 
but when age and infirmities grew on him, 
be was forced to keep his chamber, where he 
was void neither of company having 

as many of his friends and children, ft** before- 
he had Grangers: his diet being then as 
chargeable weekly, as when he came abroad. 
His lordihip’s hall was ever well fumifhed 
with men ferved with meat, and kept in good 
order; for his ftewnrd kept a (landing table 
for gentlemen, befides two other long tables 
many times twice fet out, one for the clerk of 
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kitchen, the other for yeomen. And whe- 
ther his lordfhip were abfent or preient, ail 
hisVmeir, both retainers and others, reforted 
continually to meat and meal, at their plea- 
fure, which I have fcldom feen in any houie. 

Ifis lordfhip was ferved with men of quali- 
ty and (lability, Tor moil of the principal gen* 
llemen in England, fought to prefer their fons 
and heirs to his fervicc ; infomuch as I have 
numbered in his h ojjfe attending on the table, 
twenty g^vt'ienien ot his retainers, of one 
Vjoufand^ 0110 ^ 3 P er annum a-piece, in pof» 
Fe!fta»*ind reverfion ; and of his ordinary men 
as maijy, fume worth a thoufand pounds, 
fonie three, five, ^n, nay twenty thoufand 
pounds, daily attending his lordfhip’s fervice. 

His lordfliip’s extraordinary charge Jin en- 
tertainment of the queen, was greater to him 
than to any of her fubjefts ; for he enteifcained 
her at his houfe twelve feveral tinges, which 
cod him two or three thoufand pounds ibach, 
lying there at his lordfhip’s charge, fometimes 
three weeks or a month. But his love to his 
/overeign, ar^Njoy to entertain her and her 
train, ^ *6 great, as he thought no trouble, 
care, nor coil, too much, and all too little, fo 
It were bountifully performed, to her majefty’s 
recreation, and the contentment of J her tr$in* 
Her majefly fometimes had ft rangers and ara- 
baftaddrs came to her at T heobalds, where 
(he«hath been feen in as great royalty, and 
ferved as bountifully and magnificently, as ac 
any other time or place $ all at his lordlhip’s 

charge. 
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charge, with rich (hews, pleafant devices, a hd" 
all manner of fports, that could be deyTed, <*co 
the great delight of her majefty, and her whole 
train, with great thanks from her, and as great 
commendation abroad. v 

He built three houfes, on^: in London for 
neceflity, another at Burliegh of computcncy, 
for the manfion of his barony, and another at 
Waltham, for his younger Ion ; which at the 
firft he meant but for.'/i but after 

he came to entertain the queen (ocfeei^thjre/ 
he was forced to inhrgc it, rather fortVe 
queen and her great trai.i, ard to fet j>MPlr«n 
to worlC, than for pomp or glory ; for. he . »r 
faid, it would be too bigf for the fmatl livin * 
he could leave 1 : s fon. The other two ar\ 
but convenient, anu no bigger than will ferve 
for a nobleman, ali of them perfected, co 
venieAt, and to better purpofe for h. # i l /» rt rion, 
than, many others built by great noblemen, 
being all beautiful uniform, neceffary, and 
well feated; which are great arguments of 
bis wifdom and judgment. He greatly de- 
lighted in making gardens, •fb^nains, and 
walks, which at Theobalds werejfc>fe£ted, 
mod beautifully, and pleafantly, where one 
might walk two miles in the walks, before 
be came to the end. He alfo built an Jiofpital 
at Stamford near his ho ufe of Burliegh* all of 
freeftone, and gave one hundred pounds of 
lands to it, for maintenance of twelve x poor 
men for ever, eftablifhing many good ordi- 
nances and ftatutc', for the government there- 
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.of, in hope to continue it to the benefit of 
the pqgr. 

✓ ' He gave alfo thirty pounds a year for evef, 
ito St. John's college in Cambridge, where 
tie was a fcholar ; he gave alfo forne plate to 
remain to the^houfc, for he entirely loved 
learning and learned men, whom he ever 
held in reverence and regard, ever ufing his 
credit and authority, to relieve and advance 
men oflearnine and4,ftfert,all which proved he 
was rprklt* covetous or mifeiahlc. Ami for fur- 
t 1 ma*/i fella tion of his hcnouiable inclination, 
fc>< 1 t into bif ellate : the time of his death, 
there diall you find proved that J haV* alledg- 
’ ; for his land w;.j never above /bur thou- 
1 pounds a yea , befide ihe land he gave to 
three young ladies, wherein he (heaved his 
onourable kindnefs ; for he bought part of 
my lord Oxfoid’» Irnds, to give to ifly lord 
of Oxford's own daughters : his money was 
not above eleven thoufand pounds, divided 
into many parts, whereof his eldeil fon had 
not one penny : his plate was not above 
fourteen fifteen thoufand pounds, 

dividej^rnto many parts, whereof a great 
quantity was given away in legacies; his 
houlhold ftufF was as mean as any nobleman’s 
of reafonable quality, and this was the great 
wealth of fo great a counfellor, living forty 
years* together in his prince’s favour, which 
infallibly doth prove, he was neither covetous 
to gain, nor miferable in his expences, though 
the vulgar (ort may think his wealth greater, 
meafunng his eftatc rather by that he might* 

have. 
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have, than by what he had; but his tempera- 
life, his wifdom, juftice, integrity, an^hon^ft 
aftions, do more lively and truly difprove hi; 
envious detractors, by his notorious and worj 
thy deeds, than can be devifed by any word* 
•or invention of the moft eloquent writers.^ 1 
There was never any mam living in his 
.place, did more refpeCi and efteem the nobility 
than his lordihip ; and where he found any 
towardnefs in a nobleman . . it would as much 
rejoice him as if he had been TH* o>$n fon, . 
and would do all he could to bring Haim for- 
ward ; yet would flander report nc hyidefed 
men fropi rifing ; but how true it is wife men 
may judge, for it was ii^ the queen to take 
whom fhepleafcd, and not in a fubjcCi to pre- 
fer whim he lifted. 

* But, above all things, great was his care for 
the relief and maintenance of the poor foldiers, 
which majje the rich captain fay he loved not 
a follier. It is true, he loved not a bad cap* 
tain that robbed the poor foldier : but he 
took great care and good order for tne foldier. 
His lordihip was the iirft d<*»fed to apparel 
them, and procured their weeklylbWings to 
be paid by pole, not before ufed ; for the cap- 
tain was wont to receive the whole pay for 
all his foldicrs, who were then neither fo well 
paid nor plealcd, as by this new courfe, every 
man to receive it himfelf; and the reafon why 
his lordihip miftiked a bad captain, was when 
he gave not the foldier his due, who fometimes 
iiarved for want, to the lofs of many a brave 

foul. 



WI HAM CECIL. *$ 

CM, t and the hindrance of her majelty’s fer» 

Jlie w?s moil patient in hearing, ready in 
cfcfpatching, and mild in anfwering fuitorr, 
Wher^rhcy J^ad his denial, it was given with 
fuclf^gentlencta^tit pleafed them as well as liis 
grant. If a caure were bad he would hear it 
with patience, and reform it with temperance* 
if it were good, he would adjudge it fo with 
good words ; the worft /ort and the bell were 
anfwcrftfl with mildnefs, being neither offended 
at the one nor partial in the other, infomuch 
as in thirty years together he was feldom feen 
moved with joy in profperity, or follow in 
aHverfity ; hi* temper ever noted as one of his 
greateil virtues, until within three or four 
years before his death, when age, the mother 
of morofity, and continuance of fickndly to- 
gether with multitude of bufinefs foT his 
country, which not fucceeding nor /or ting to 
his defires, altered his natural difpofition,*and 
gave way fo age’s imperfections; but his an- 
ger was neither fudden nor furious ; hi9 word) 
were but Wind,* '.to fooner fpoken than forgot- 
ten, for^- would prefcntly fpeak fair again $ 
and if he had angrily fpoken to any of his fer- 
vants, he would immediately fpeak fair, and 
as it were feck to be friends with them; and 
commonly he would fooneft do for iuch as he 
^ad fdlen out with. 

* When any attempts or fervices of impor- 
tance were propounded, he would diligently 
con fide r of the probabily and commodity of 
Vol. IV. C ' fuccefs. 
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fuccefs, which if he found good for the 
he was never quiet till they were cx jpcfite^ ; 
but if there were found any apparent doujt 
or danger, he was fparing of his counfel to 
put fuch forward ; he was flow yi ref/flyin^, 
but fpeedy to expedite good^nolutions'; for 
there was none more forward in any aftion 
which promifed honour or wealth to his coun- 
try ; yet would envy fay, he hindered many 
fervices with his fpari qg : r a s though all refo- 
lutions of fervice and charge pafled not from 
the queen and council, as well as from him. 
But it was his misfortune to bear the blame of 
the woitt, and others to have the praife of his 
fervice and pains; yea, ,faid iome, but he 
might. have perfuaded the queen to do things 
roundty, and then had they fucceeded happily. 
But tef fhe wife it will appear, that he was nei- 
ther dfole at all times to rule the queen or 
council, nor to direft them, and therefore not 
to b^blamed for errors refolved by all, and not 
by himlelf only. And whofoever had feen 
his intolerable pains, would confefs he had 
little rcafon to draw all bufrnefs to himlelf, 
as was faid of him ; and though moil 

part, of the bufinefs of Hate, pafled his hands 
for a long time together, yet he fought it not ; 
for it was a thing he ever complained of, to 
have fo many things thrown upon him ; he 
was commanded to many things he was loth 
to do, and would have refufed, but for offend- 
ing. How could it then be his feeking? 
It fuch as faid fo, or thought fo, had feen his 

inceflant 
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4r£e(Jant toil and continual care, they would 
lmveyaAer pitied him, than think that any 
rcafolaMe man, could dcfirc fuch a laborious 
Sfe. ' 

i TJJrffe^nted not envy and fpight, the com- 
panions of pi$ti|erity, to detract, and, as far 
as they could, to blemifh the brightnefs of his 
virtues, though the chief ground of men’s 
crudgings, were the originals of his praifes; 
For when courtier' others had fuits to her 


majefty, which (he ever referred to his con- 
fideration, he finding them neither reafonable 
nor lawful, would wifh them to take honed 
and lawful fuits, and then he would do his 


bell to fuithcr them, as he did many; but 
otherwife he would plainly tell them, the 
queen might do what fhe pleafed, bat he 
would never recommend their fuit : js fome 
would fue for monopolies, fome for conceal- 
ments, fome for innovations agairit law ; all 
which he protcfled againft, terming *them 
cankers <jf the commonwealth ; others to take 


leafes and turn out the queen’s ancient te- 
nants, others tlfhavc fuch of the queen’s lands 
as wessr not fit to pafs from the crown, and 
mnny fuch like ; which when he miiliked or 
rejected, and that they had not even what they 
lifted, vhen they railed on him, though he had 
done them never fo many pleafures before. 

He could never like or allow to put out any 
of^he queen’s poor tenants; he would never 
fpare any man for the queen’s debts, faying 
they deferved no favour ; for their detaining 
C 2 the 



ii BRITISH PLUT^yCH.' 
the queen’s money made her aP* h^ore of heJj 
fiibje&s; whereby her majefty *was c*-ce^cd> 
and the fubjelt abufed and opprefleoT ^ H?s 
care and courfe in getting in the queen’s f,.ebts 
was fuch, as there was never fo mucj?^ fijughr, 
in, as fince he came in place. Hi 4 would* ^e- 
ver pay a penny of the queen’i'money without 
her warrant, nor ever borrowed or took any 
money out of the exchequer for his own ufe, 
as many treafurers have done : ncir) 1 1 did be 
owe the queen a penny^ffiVu he died. He 
ever greatly commended the ftudy of the' com- 
mon law, above all other learning, faying, 
that if 1 y. (hould begin again, he would fol- 
low that ftudy. When he found any oblh- 
nately bent to take advantage in extremity of 
law, he, would wi(h not to fall into fuch a ty- 
rant’s hi* :ds, telling them to remember the (hy- 
ing of £he fcriptuic. to do as they would be 
done unto. He was fo care r ul in the admini- 
flratioQ of juflice, as many times he favoured 
the fubjeft in caufcs of the prince ; as when 
one Mr. Throgmorton had a cafe in the ex- 
chequer, which was hardly re^vered for the 
queen upon a nice point, he would not fuffer 
me judgment to he entered, but with tftfs con- 
dition, to enter the reafons, and that it was a 
cafe of the queen’s prerogative, and not of 
law. 

He did never raife his own rents, nor dif- 
place his tenants, but as the rents went wljen 
be bought the lands, fo the tenants dill held 
them : and I know forae of his tenants paid 

him 
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butjjKveJfcy pounds per annum, for a 
ifi&fc^rth two hundred, which he enjoyed 
.durife his lord drip’s life. 

\\ H fl^rr e was not lead, in prefering learned 
an^fjooi^cn to the queen, to be judges and 
officers ; fo?*^% would often fay, that honed 
councilors ana good judges and officers in 
courts of juftice, wcic the pillats of the date. 


and that the queen and the realm were happy 
in thi , age, to havr fo nr ny. 

He # u ould often fay, he thought there wa« 
never fo wife a woman boin, for all refpetta, 
a. 1 queen hi a* ball ; tor (he fpake and under- 
ftood all languages, knew all edates^and dif* 
po/itions of "all prices; and fo expert in her 
own, as no counfcllor fhe had could tell her 
that Ihc knew not. She had fo rare lifts, as 
when her council had faia all they cdlld, fhe 
would find out a ns ife council beyond ail theirs. 


and that die (hewed her wri'dom ^ind care of 


her country ; for there was never any^great 
confultatjon, butlhe would be prefent heifelf, 
to her great profit and praife. 

He was dcfi 7 t>us to prefer good and learned 
men j^bebifhops, and miniders, affirming it 
to be the only foundation of the good and 
peacq^ble edate of a commonwealth, faying, 
that wjiere the people were well taught, the 
king had ever good obedience of his iubje&s ; 
and where there wanted a good minidry, there 
w*re ever bad people; for they that knew 
not how to ferve God, would never obey the 
king. He would fay there could be no firm* 
C 3 not 
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nor fettled courfe in religion^ w*qf ^ 
and government; for without a 
conld be no body : and, if all weref’Vcacw. 
there fhould be no bodies to fet the.JieaJJ 
upon : all mud not be alike ; fbm£p/tSP h rul$ 
iome obey ; and all do their fiou'es to" God 
and the church, like good p&Rors and teachers 
in every fundion. lie held there could be no 
government where there was divifion ; and, 
that Hate could never be in fafety, where there 
was toleration of two ictfgibns ; for there is no 
enmity fo great as that for religion, and they 
that differ in the feivice of (i^d, can never 
agree imthe fervice of their countiy. 

His piety and devotion was fucli, that he 
never failed to ferve his Gbd before he ferved 
his country ; for he duly obferved his exercifc 
of prayfS morning and evening, all the time 
he wasf fecretary, never failing to be at the 
chapel in the queen’s houfe every morning, fb 
long *js he* could go; and afterwards, by his 
infirmity, not able to go abroad, he ufed, 
every morning and evening, to have a cufhiug 
laid by his bed-fide, where hg prayed on his 
knees, without fail, what hafte or bufmefs fo- 
ever he had : but, when he could kneel no 
more, he had then his book in his bed ; and 
when himfelf could not fo well hold his book* 
he had one lo read to him ; fo as, one way or 
ftther, he failed not his prayers. 

Ke would never mifs fermon if he w ere able 
but to be carried out, though to his great pain 
and danger* nor ever failed the communion- 

day 
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b ntJ»»y « mont ^ ; and com* 
mSS^e^niis ratter time, there was never a 
SmfkUwwhen he had been at a fcrmqn, but he 
gave wenty (hillings to his chaplain, to be 
h the poor, befides all his other 

dmly^nisT^^jich wcie great. Befides his 
own devotion, Kft care was like for his fervants; 
for, if he found any negligent or abfent from 
prayers, as many times he would purpofely 
enquire, he would more fharply reprehend them 
for that than for any thing. 

As fie was, by nature, very kind and cour- 
teous, fo was he to his friends affable and 
temperately kind ; ready to do theijt good 
when he might do it of himfclf, without pre- 
judice to others, ancf that not frequently $ for, 
where he faw any prefume of his favour, he 
was fure to have the lefs : and this wjj eves 
found in him, that, though he had beei^never 
fo familiar or meiry with any of his friends, if 
prefcntly they had moved a fuit trt hin^ he 
would look more ilrangdy on them, and give 
but a colcP anfwer, till he faw it were fit for 
them to have apd him to grant ; at lad they 
had it, fometinics hardly, and fometimes with 
good tfords ; yet ever fo as they had fmall 
caufe to prefume of his familiarity or courteoua 
fpeech ; infomuch as they that were moft fa- 
miliar ftith him, were mod afraid to move 
him in any fuits ; which rule he obferved to 
uphold his integrity. 

To his enemies he was rather remifs than 
rigorous, being often ufed to fay, “ I know I 
C 4 have 
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have Come enemies who do nyjbvu-e pf 
<lo not I them ; God forgffctr I 

thank God I never went to bed out ctf^na^ty 
with any man.” ,, 

He was of the fweeteft, ki jdp^d moft 
tradable nature ; gentle a^^Tourteb^? Vin 
foeech ; fweet in countcuancdfV and pleafingly 
fociable with fuch as he converfcd : his kind- 
nefs moft expreffed to his children, to whom 
there was never man more loving; and yet 
frith fuch wife moderation, that he was in- 
vvardly more kind than outwardly fond of 
them ; and which is ever a m.ti k of a good 
nature, if he could get his table let round with 
his yoifig little children, he was then in his 
kingdom. It was exceeding plea fure to hear 
what foort he would make with them, and 
how iatly and merrily he would talk with 
them,£with fuch pretty queilions, and witty 
allurements, as much delighted himfelf, the 
children, «a»d the hearers. Thus he was 
hapfy in moft worldly things, but moft happy 
in his children and children’s children. He 
had his own children, grandchildren, and 
great-grand-child ren ordinal by at his table, 
letting about him like the olive- brancln.1 ; and 
there was no degree in blood, or confangui- 
nity, but was to be found fitting at his table; 
wherein he would many times rejoice a* in one 
of God’s great blefllngs. There were, pro- 
ceeding from his own body, and his mother 
might fee the fifth defeent from herfelf. A 
happy mother, and a bleifed fon ; for, as the 

(capture 
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_ X.nJfThe had feen his children’s 

tt b >d place upon the land. 

XiW&mperate mind ever tempered all his 
a«ior(in iuch moderate cariiage of his great 
foacui^fe^iat he liked and defired private 
t^r^fThatV* £*all pomp and glorious lliows ; 
"for, if he migfiSride privately in his garden 
upon his little moilc, or lie a day or two at his 
little lodge at Theobald’s, retired from bufi- 
nefs, or too much company, he thought it his 
greateft greatnefs, and only happineis ; or, if 
he coufd get any of his old acquaintance who 
could difcourfe of their youth, or of things paft 
in old time, it was notable to hear wh^t merry 
(lories he would tell. It was faid of him. 


that he could call tft mind any thing he had 
done, fecn, or read ; for, when officers and 
learned men often talked with him, e’lier in 
learning or caufes pall, he would fo really re- 
member and repeat, either, that he heard or 
read twenty, yea forty years before, • as cjufed 
many to wonder at his great memory, having 
fo in finite? other things in his head. 

He was of fp?ye and temperate diet, eating 
never but of two or three dilhes, drinking 
never^fbove thrice at a meal, and very feldoni 
wine. He would many times forbear fuppers 
if he found his flomach offended \ and, above 
all things, what bu/lncfs foever was iu his 
head, it was never perceived at his tabic, 
where he would be fo merry as one would 
iirflgi ne he had nothing clfe ro do ; dirc&ing 
his fjpeech to all men according to their quail- 
C 5 ties 
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t,es and capacities, a. he wj pf J>^f, 
all men j fpeeches, augraet^g Y, * j 
own ; whereby he wanted no compar-*>;‘iL/ t 
as he was able to keep company. Hisfp*ecS y 
though they were merry, yet fo fulL^ if if 0 £ 
dom, as many came rather to heaj>£^y^gc^ n 
than to eat his meat ; for, in his oru. 

nary talk, he uttered fo many notable things, 
as one might learn more in one hour’s hear- 
ing him tfian a month’s reading. He loved 
to he merry himfelf, and liked and commended 
all others that were of pleafant natures* being 
dilcreet with all. 

His eloquence was his plainnefs in farm- 
milar Common words, without affeftation; 
wherein it was obferve/J in him, a thing 
llrange, that, in fo plain terms as commonly 
he ufed, his eloquence was To excellent, as, 
that l^^fpake was impoflible to be delivered 
ijnore* rhetorically, clearly and fignificantly 5 
eafy to be undcrllood and remembred j and 
yetj beyond the eloquence of others, thought 
to be moll eloquent- , 

His recreation was chiefly in nis books, 
where, if he had time, he w\*s more delighted 
than others with play at cards ; or, if could 
get a learned man to talk withal, lie was 
much pleafed. Books were fo pleafing to 
him, as, when he got liberty to go unto his 
Jioufe to take air, if he found a book worth 
the opening, he would rather lofe his riding 
than his reading; and yet riding in his gar Jen 
walks, upon his little moile, was his greateli 
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l^fDoo as he came in he fell t<> 
cIBSL k u J^ a g%"b or elfe to difpatching bufi- 
SmJrilfthis was all his recreation and courfe 
all li$F" He feldom or never played at any 
he could play at none. He would 
t Jn50jKeffi^qjc a while on (hooters or bowler* 

. & he rid abrb<« 4 . He was delighted to talk 
and. be merry with his friends only at meals, 
for he had no more leifure ; but he never had 


any favourites, as they arc termed, nor any 
inward companion, as great men commonly 
have ;«ieither made he any man of his coun- 
cil, nor any ever knew his fecrets ; fome not- 
ing it a fault, but mod thinking it a praifeof 
his wifdom; for, by trufting none with hit 


fccrets, none could feveal them j nor opening 
himfelf to none, there was none could look far 


into him ; yet was there fome two oi three 
who frequented his company at meal&jl more 
than the reft, with whom he would be moll 


familiar and merry, ufing them •exceeding 
kindly ; yet they neither knew his fecrets!} nor 
could, by their credit or familiarity with him, 
draw him to do any thing in furthering or hin- 
drance of any Tuit, or any perfon, if their 
caufe^eferved it not. 

His beft record was his experience, me- 
mory, and notable invention, even to a* 
high pgrfe&ion as could be in any man. la 
what learning was he ignorant ? What office 
was there wherein he had not experience J 
What court of juftice whereof he knew not 
the courfe ? What province, county, city, 
C 6 or 
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or notable place in England, pr npw^ 
Tcribe ? Nay, What noblefflhn,^ e itAl;‘I 
man, and their dwellings, matches, ^Vp^ty 
grees, did he not know? and couldfcma 
times defcribe every particular placp^perfoft 
river, haven, park, and lordf^fne&fc. slin 
gentleman, better than hirfSelf that dwei* 
there. In what fervice, abroad or at heme* 
was he ignorant, or not perfettly pradlifed ? 
He knew the ftate of all countries, the nature 
•of all princes, their friends, foes, alliances, 
snatches, and pedigrees. He was p.ivy to 
their policies and praftifes, and often pre- 
vented their purpofes. In weighty affairs of 
council 1 he was moft expert ; in policy of 
f>eace, in directions of war, in provifions for 
foldicrs and fhips, in proceedings of parlia- 
ment/ in all courts of juftice, in public 
fpeecris, or private conference. 

H^ took great pains and delight in pedi- 
grees, wherein he had great knowledge, and 
wrae whole books of them with his own 
hand; which greatly augmented his know- 
ledge both abroad and at home. He obferved 
all daily accidents, writing whatfoever paffed; 
which he continued from the time «? e was 
nineteen years old even till he died ; and, if 
his notes and writings were well perufed and 
reconciled, there would be found notable 
matter for a good writer to ground an excel- 
lent ftory of this time. 

His death was not fudden, nor his pain* 
ificknefs great; for he continued languilhing 

W 
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» jM'flpnths, yet went abroad to taro 
gj bu^oaoy&H that time ; retiring himlelf 
5»'xne court, fometimes to -his noufe at 
^hcrbald’s, and fometimes at London. His 

E eate^jnfirmity appearing, was the weakneft 
'>Ur Mi; . It was alfo thought his mind 
fas troubled t;iat he could not work a peace 


folk his country, which he earncllly laboured 
and defired of any thing, feeking to leave it as 
he had long kept it. He contemned this life, 
and expected the next ; for there was no earthly 
thing*wherein he took comfort, but in con- 
templation, reading, or hearing the Scriptures, 
Pfalms, and Prayers. 

About ten or twelve days before f he died* 
he grew weak, and fo driven to keep his bed, 
complaining only of a pain in his breaftf 
which was thought to be the humoif- of the 
gout, wherewith he was fo long poflei^d, fall- 
ing to that place, without any ague, fever, of 
fign of diftemper ; and that pain »ot great nor 
•continual, but by fits ; and fo contitufed tilt 
within gone night before his death. At fix 
o’clock at night, the phyficians finding no di- 
ilemper in his # pulfe or body, but alluring hit 
life-affirming that it was impoflible he fhould 
be hcart-fick that had fo good temper, and fo 
perfect pulfe and fenfes ; yet at feven o’clock 
following, die fell into a convulfion like to the 
-fliaking of a cold ague. 4< Now,” quoth he, 
4( the Lord be praifed, the time is come 
^cand, calling for his children, blelfed them and 
took bis leave, commanding them to ferve and 
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^fear God, and love one anm^ F He VIB; 
prayed for the queen, that foe^ig%Jive lg£ 
and die in peace. ^ */< 

Then he called for Thomas Bello£ his 
Reward, one of his executors, and chjLverfld 
him his will, faying, “ I have eva»^ff6nil rh^e 
true to me, and I now truft#Wee with all. 
Who, like a goodly honcft man, prayed Jhis 
lordlhip, as he had lived religioufly, fo now 
to remember his Saviour Chrift, by whofe 
blood he was to have forgiveneis of his /ins ; 
with many the like fpeeches ufed by hi&chap- 
lains : to whom he anfwered. It was done al- 
ready, for he was allured God had forgiven his 
fins, and» would fave his foul. Then he called 
his chaplains, with all th/j company, to fay 
prayers for him, himfelf faying after them all 
the timr, they prayed. 

He ^ntinued languilhing thus moll pati- 
ently, itill having memory perfeft, till twelve 
o’clock ; ly.]ng praying to himfelf, faying the 
Lord’it Prayer in Latin ; whereupon fome in- 
ferred he was popilh ; but God know.eth the 
contrary ; for it was not ft range to hear 
him pray in Latin, becaufe 'he never read 
any books or prayers but in Latin, French, 
or Italian, very feldom in Englifti. At twelve 
o’clock his ipecch began to fail him : then (aid 
he, “ O Lord have mercy on me, my fpeecb 
faileth me and fo languilhing till four 
o’clock, fometimes wanting, and lometimet 
having fpeech, he often faid, O what a hear** 
is this that will not let me die ! Come, Lord * 

Jcfui 
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1; one death, Lord Jefu l and fir 

to^timfelf, as we might hear him 
fpe* * fottly : in which extremity you mult 
imai fne, the wailing of his children, friends, 
*pd l'Vvants, being twenty in the chamber; 
e/err 1 ' one graying and deviling what to give 
Him,* to hold . fe in him, if it were pofliblc : 
but when they ftrived to give him any thing, 
he came to himfelf, faying, u O ye torment 
me, for God’s fake let me die quietly.” Then 
laying (till, the danders by might hear him 
fay foftly to himfelf, €t Lord receive my fpi- 
rit ; Lord have mercy upon me which were 
the lad words he was heard to fpeak. So he 
continued fpeechlcfs and fenfelefs, laying (till 
as it were in a fleep without pain, till it was 
eight o’clock in the morning, and then died: 
but, though many watched to fee when he 
fhould die, he lay looking fo fweAly, and 
went away fo mildly, as in a deep, that it 
could fcarce be perceived when, the breath 
went out of his body. * 

Now^nightone fee all the world mourning; 
the queen, for an old and true fervant ; the 
council, for a wife and grave counfellor; the 
coujj, for their honourable benefadtor ; his 
country, and commonwealth, trembling as it 
were at one blow, to have their head liricken 
off ; jhe people, widows, and wards, lament- 
ing to lofe their protector ; religion, her pa- 
tron ; juftice, her true minifter ; and peace, 
her upholder. His children bewailing the 
-iofs of fuch a father, his friends of fuch a 

friend, 
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fecnd, and his fervants of fuAwJmaftef && 
men rather bewailing his loS* tnl|^ honrfi 
ever to find fuch another. Yea, his vci TiT. 
dies, who in his life- time could notV “ 1S 
Jiim, did now both forrow for his dflr* yer fd 
wifh him alive again. jp/" '‘VH* 

He was the oldeft, the gravm; and greatelt' 
ilatefman of Chriftendom ; for there was, be- 
fore his death, never a counfellor left alive in 
Europe that were counfcllors when he was firft 
made. 


He died on the fourth of Auguft, "598; 
and, if he had lived but till the "thirteenth of 
-September following, he fhould have been 
threefco/c and fcvcntccn years old; whereof 
Ac lacked but a month anJ *ive or fix days. 

He was rather well proportioned than tall,, 
being cf the middle fixe, very ftraight and up- 
right body and legs, and, until age and 
Ais infirmity of the gos.t furprifed him, very 
ja&ive and cimble of body. He was of vifage 
very '/el! favouicd, ; :»d of an excellent com- 
plexion ; iafomuch a r, even in his la&rer days, 
when he was well and warm, or had new 
*dincd or fupped, ho had as gdod colour in his 
’face as mofc iai* women. His ftate of«body 
meither fat ncr lean, but well fielhed. His 


Aair and beard were all white, which hereto- 


fore, as it .i*emed, was of a brown colour? 
Ais beard of a rcaf :.able length, rather well 
proportioned than t. o long or too big ; fain, 
white, and comcV ; ,and, all parts refpe£te4 
together, I think there were iew that ’knew 

Aim 
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but w^ 4 ; ilsjf, he was one of the fweeteft 
f?et? ^n |0 & ' <velFTa voure d, well mannered old 

imat ^ at ^ ccn ^ ecn- 
ard i lfJ - n w ^ al hath been faid, it is left to the 
judgment, Whether England ever 
v’ juuced a *icre able ftatofman, or greater 
patiiot r And yet, in tliofe times (fuchis the 
fat? of miniflers in power) there were feme 
who, from their own ambitious defigns, en- 
vied him the favour of his royal milliefs ; 
which he acquired by his piofound knowledge, 
inviolable integrity, and fuperior merits. 
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SirFrancis Walsingnam. 


t riR Francis Waisincham, fccytary of 
Hare in the reign of queen Eliza be ft was 
deiccucicd of an undent at 1 good tarn!]; , a. if 
educated in the university of Cambridge 
whence he travc-h.d into foreign tou.:ti.« , 
whither he retired likewise duiing the >Cign 
of quean Mary, on iccount of religion. 

in t^e year 157c, he \v;u lent tmba.Tadorto 
France, where he feived queen Elizabeth w*'H 
great fidelity and add refs ; but, by his vaft 
expenccs ili procuring i iirelligrer.ee in that cri- 
tical period, involved himfelf fo deeply in 
debt, that he was obliged to follicft for his 
leave to return home ; which,, he at laft ob- 
tained in April, 1^72. Iiis eminent abilities 
raifed him to the poll of fccretary of flfiie in 
January following. In 1581, he was again 
lent em ballad or into France; and, in 15839 
into Scotland, in order to advife king'*Jaraes 
VI, not to fuffer himfelf to be milled by evil 
counfellors, to the prejudice of both king- 
doms } and was received by that king wifcl. « 

great 
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great refpedl, though eflecmw by his majefty 
no real friend, either to himfeif or his mother, 
Mary, queen of Scots. V 
A In 1586, he founded a divmiry-ledlure in 
* A«j»ivcrfity of Oxford ; the reader of which 
to difcouifJon the fundamentals of reli- 
g»n and the holy feriptures, by way of com- 
monplace, that the controverfies ariling 
theifce might be more particularly difeufied. 
The fame year, by his peculiar fagacity and 
management, he uniavclJcd the whole plot of 
Uabington, and others, againil the life of the 
queen. 

Soon after this, he was appointed one of the 
eommiflioners for the trial of the queen of 
Scots, having before flppofed the advice of the 
earl of Leiceuer, who was inclined to difpatch 
her by poifon, and had privately font a court- 
divine to fecrctary Walfingham, to perfuade 
him to con fen t ; but the latter pci filled in his 
opinion, that fuch a method of proceeding 
was not only unjuil, but likcwifl* dangcAus 
and diflioflouiablc to their royal miftrels. 
However, aftci tlje queen of Scots was con- 
demned, and the warrant figned, on the firft 
of February, 1586 7, for her execution, he, 
with Davifon, the other fecretary of Hate, was 
ordered by queen Elizabeth to write to Sir 
Amias P-Owlet, and Sir Drue Drury, in whofe 
cuftody queen Mary was, to make her fecretly 
away ; but thofe two gentlemen thought pro- 
per to decline fo odious an office. 


In 
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In 1587, ticking of Spain having made 
vaft preparations, which ; rpri " d and kept all 
Europe in fufr.nfc, not hnowi.g on whai na- 
tion the fl'.-m would bieal , V'alfinghair 
employed | *s utinolt endeavo^ fer the uiico 
veiy of this important fccrct; -md acco*din . y 
procured intelligence from Madrid, th?t he 
king had informed his council of his ha ing 
lent an exprefs to Rome, with a letter fiom 
his own hand to the pepo, acquainting him 
with the true defign cf his preparations, and 
begging his blcmng upon it; which, for 
fome rcafons, he could not difclofc to them 
till the return of the cornier. The fecret 
being thus lodged w r ith the pope, Wulfmg- 
ham, by the means of a Venetian piielt re- 
tained at Rome ns a fpy, got a copy of the 
original letter, which was ftolcn out of the 
pope’s cabinet by a gentleman of the bed- 
chamber, who took the key out of the pope’s 
pocket while he flept. 

After this, by his dextrous management, 
he canted the Spaniards bills to be protefted at 
Genoa, which fhould have Supplied them with 
money for their extraordinary preparations $ 
and, by this means, he happily retarded this 
formidable invafion for a whole year. 

However, after all his eminent fervices to 
his country, this great man gave a remarkable 
proof at his death (which happened on the 
fixth of April, i$co,) how far he preferred 
the public to his cwn intereft ; for, though* 
bdides his poll oi ficrctary of (late, he was 

chancellor 
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chancellor to the dutchy of Llyicafter and of 
the garter; yet he died fo foor, that his* 
friends were obliged to bury hfoi by night in 
St. Paul’s church, left his body Ttauld be ar- 
^"Sfled-for debt. \ 

left only cShe d ghter, famoas for hav- 
inAthree hufbands of the greateft diftinttion : 
firftV Vir Philip Sidney ; fccondly, Robert 
Devweux, earl of liflex ; and, laflly, Richard 
Bourk, earl of Clanrickard, and afterwards 
carl of St. Albans. 

He wa!, at firft, a favourer of the puritan 
party; to whom he offered, in 1583, in the 
queen’s name, that, provided they would 
conform in other points, the three ceremonies, 
of kneeling at the communion, wearing the 
furplice, and the crofs in baptifm, lhould be 
expunged out of the Common-Prayer. But 
they replying to thefe conceffions, in the lan- 
guage of Mofes, That they would not leave 
fo much as a hoof behind; meaning rhat they 
would have the chu ch liturgy wholly Mid 
afide, and fiot be obliged to the performance 
of any office in it j fo unexpected an anfwer 
loft them, in a great meaiurc, Walfmgham’s 
affe&ic*. 

He was undoubtedly one of the moil refined 
^politicians, and moll penetrating ftatcfmen, 
that cveminy age pi educed. He h*d an ad- 
mirable talent both in difeovering and ma- 
naging the fecret rcceflcs of human nature: 
he had his fpies in molt courts of Christendom, 

and 
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and allowed thtln a liberal maintainance ; for 
his grand martini was. That knowledge ii 
never too dea*7 

He fpent *ris whole time and faculties ,in .th' r 
fervice of &ie queen and her- kingdoms : o* 
which account her majefty was heard to f L fy, 
That, in diligence and fagacity, he exoje^d 
her expe&aiion. l ' 

He is thought to have had a principal hand 
in laying the foundation of the wars in France 
and Flanders ; and is faid, upon his return 
from his embafly in France, when the queen 
exprefled her apprchenfion of the Spanilh de- 
figns againll that kingdom, to have anfwcred, 
** Madam, be content, and fear not. The 
Spaniard hath a great appetite, and an excel- 
lent digeftion ; but I have fitted him with a 
bone for thelc twenty years, that your majefty 
lb all have no caui'e to dread him, provided, 
that, if the fisc chance to Hack which I have 
kirdled, you will be ruled by me, and call 
in feme of your fuel, which will revive the 
flame.” 

lie would cheiifli a plot f Fme years together, 
admitting the confpirators to his own, and 
even the queen’s, piciencc very familiarly ; 
but took care to have them carefully watched. 
His fpics conflantly attended on particular 
men for three jean* together; and, left they 
fhould not ktvp the fecrct, lie difpatchcd hem 
into foreign parts, taking in new ones in their 
room. Ills training of Parry, who deftgned 
the murder of (he queen ; the admitting him, 

under 
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under the pretence of difcovinng the plot, to 
her majefty’s prefence; ,ar.d then letting him 
go where he would, only on the fecurity of a 
ajcentinel fet over him ; was an in'.^ance of reach 

f zard beyond common appi\henfion. 

queen c?f Scots letters were all carried 
by her own fervant, whom fhe trufted, 
:re decyphered for him by one Philips, 
ana icaled up again by one Gregory ; fo that 
neither that queen, nor any of her correfpond- 
ents, cvfr perceived, either the feals defaced, 
or letters delayed. Video taceo, was his fay- 
ing before it was his iniftrefs’s motto. 

He could as well fit the humour of king 
James of Scotland with paflages out of Xeno- 
phon, Thucydides, iNutarch, or Tacitus, as 
he could that of Henry, king of France, 
with Rabelais’s Conceits, or the Hollander 
with mechanic difcourles. He ferved himfelf 
of the court factions as the queen did, neither 
advancing the one ncr depleting fhe other. 
He was familiar with Cecil, allied to LeiceAer, 
and an oracle to Kadcliifc, earl of Suflex. 

His converfaticin was infinuating ai d yet re- 
ferred. He faw every man, and none faw 
•him. His fpirit,” fays Mr, Lloyd, 44 was 
as public as his parts ; yet as debonaire as he 
was prudent ; and as obliging to the fofter 
but predominant parts of the wotld, as l.e 
was-Jerviceabie to the mice fevere and no 
lefs dextrous to work on humours, than to 
convince reafon. He would fay, he muft ob- 
ferve the joints and textures of affairs ; and fo 

could 
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could do more tfith a (lory than others could 
with an harangie. He always furprized bufi- 
nefs, and prefaced motions in the heat of 
Pther diveriigrfs ; and, if he mufl debate it, 
he would he^r all, and with the advanta^' 
foregoing fpeeches, that eithet cautioned 
confirmed his refolutions, he carried all befeje 
him in conclufion, without a reply. , o 
him men’s faces fpoke as much as faeir 
tongues, and their countenances were in- 
dexes of their hearts. He would £o befet 
men with queftions, and draw them on, that 
they difeovered thenifelves, whether they an- 
fwered or were filcnt. 

4 ‘ He maintained fifty-three agents and 
eighteen fpies in foicign ‘courts ; and, for two 
piftoles an order, had all the private papers 
M Europe. Few letters efcaped his hands ;• 
and he could read their contents without touch- 
ing the feals. . 

. “ Religion was the intereft of his coun- 
try,*in his judgment, and of his foul; there- 
fore he maintained it as fincercly as he loved 
it. It had his head, his^purfe, and his 
heart. He laid the great foundation of the 
proteftant conilitution, as to its policyV and < 
the main-plot again!! the popilli, as to its 
ruin.” 


THE 
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The LIFE or 


JV O BERT DEVEREUX. 


N oblrt Devereux, earl of Eflex, a gal- 
lant foldier, and great favourite, in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, was fon to Walter, 
ear! of Jsflex, and Lettice, daughter to fir 
Francis Knolles, who was related to queen 
Elizabeth, He was bom on the tenth oF No- 
vember, 1567, at Neiherwood, his fathei’s 
feat, in Herefordshire, when that noble pcrfon 
Had attained OQ higher title than that of vif- 
<wnt Beiefo* 4 , 

In his tender years, it is reported, there did 
not appeal; any figns of an extraordinary geni- 
us in him ; and one who was long # in his fer- 
vice, and could not but be well acquainted 
with the f|crets of the family, allures us, that 
his father died but with a very cold conceit 
of his abilities ; 'which, fome thought, pro- 
ceeded from his great affc&ion for his youn- 
gs f 8 p, Walter JDevereux, who, it feems, 
hOr quicker and more livelier parts in his 
" childhood. However, when he breathed his 

a Ireland, he recommended this fon of his, 
n the tenth year of his age, to the pro- 
1 of Thomas RaddtfFe, earl of Suflex; 
and to the care of William Cecil, lord Bur- 
leigh, whom he appointed his guardian. 
Vol. 1 V. D Mr. 
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Mr. Waterhoufe, then (ecretary for Ireland, 
a perfon equally favoured by his father and Sir 
Henry Sidney, lord<deputy of Ireland, had the 
immediate direction of his perfon and eftate, 
which, though not - a little injured by f» 
ther’s public fpirit, was, howeter, very coniiA 
derable ; and the regard lhewn for his con- 
cerns, by the moll powerful perfons at, eoq't, 
was fo remarkable, that Mr. Waterhoufe made 
no difficulty of affirming, there was not, at 
that time, any man fo ilrong in friends as the 
little earl of EfTex. f 

His application on the behalf of the young 
earl, that he might be preferved in the poflef- 
fion of thofe honours which his father had en- 
joyed in Wales, and which were attended 
with power and influence rather than profit, 
had better fortune through the afliflance of the 
carl of Suflfex, who eafily procured from the 
queen this mark of favour for a tender youth, 
whofe father had deferved fo well. 

i« 1578, when he was about .twelve years of 
age, he was fent to the univerfity of (Cambridge 
by the lord Burle’gh, who placed him in Tri- 
nity-college, under the care # of Dr. Whitgift, 
then mailer, and afterwards archbilh^p of 
Canterbury. He was educated there vajih 
much ftri&nefs, and applied himfelf to learn- 
ing with great diligence; fo that, hi* quality 
confidered, there were few young men <Sj his 
Handing more diflinguifhed, either for folt^ity 
of judgment, or for an eafy and eloquent mSfe 
ner of expreffing their fentiments. 

Some 
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. Some bold writers have after ted, that, as 
Dr. Whitgift rofe in his preferments, he funk 
in the efteem of his pupil, who, as they would 
have us believe, conceived an early diflike to 
V.ftpps; but fuch as knew the world well in 
fthefe days, an<f had the fairett opportunities of 
knowing the earl, affert the contrary, and that 
he continued always to treat the archbiihop as 
his particular friend, and to rcfpcCt him as his 
parent. 

In 1582, having taken the degree of matter 
of arts, lie foon after left Cambridge, and re* 
tired to his own houfe at Lambfie, in South- 
Wales, where he fpent fome time in privacy 
and retirement ; and was fo far from having 
any thing of the eagornefs or inipetuolity na- 
tural to youth, that, inttcad of being difpleafed, 
he became enamoured of his rural retreat ; in- 
fomuch that it was with difficulty he was pre- 
vailed upon to leave it. 

His firft appearance at court, at*leaft as a 
candidate for royal favour, was in the feten- 
teenth yetr of his age : however, when he 
came thither, it certain, he could not have 
hoped, or even withed, a better reception. 
He biought with him, amor.gft other llrong 
recommendations, a line peifon, an agreeable 
c’ behaviour, and an affability which procured 

S alty friends, befidcs the rare qualities 
piety, unaffe&ed zeal for the public 
, ana a warmth and fmcerity in his 
lips which entitled him to univetfal 
efteem, He, by degrees, fo far overcame that 
D 2 reluctance 



52 BRITISH PLUTARCH* 

reluctance which he is faid to have (hewn, tft 
ufe the affillance of the powerful earl of Lei* 
teller, that, towards the dole of the year 
158 5, he accompanied him, with many* 
others of the nobility, to Holland ; whereH*fi 
find him the next year in the field, with thp' 
title of general of the horfe ; and, in,, this 
quality, he gave the highcll proofs of perfonal 
courage, in the battle of Zutphen, on the 
twenty-fecond of September, 7586; and, for 
his gallant behaviour upon this occafon, the 
earl of Leiccfter conferred upon him the ho- 
nour of a knight-banneret in his omp. 

. On his return to England, it vciy quickly 
appeared, that the queen not only approved, 
but was defirous alio efif rewarding, his fer- 
Vices ; and his ftep-father, the earl of Leicef* 
ter, being advanced to the office of lord-ltew- 
ard of her majefty’s houlhold, Hie, on the 
twenty-third of December, 1587, made the 
call of fflTex mailer of the horfe in his 
roofa. o 

In the fucceeding year, he continued to 
rife ; for, when her majelly thought fit to af* 
femble the army at Tilbury, for the defence of 
the kingdom, in cafe the Spaniards had landed, 
and gave the command of it, under herfKf, 
to the earl of Leiceller, Ihe created the earl of 
Eflcx general of the horfe: fo that, tfrom 
this time, he was confidered as the favlurite 
declared ; and, if there was any marli%gp. 
wanting to fix the people’s opinion in that re- 
fpeCfc, it was Ihewn, by the queen’s confering 

on 
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on him, fhortly after, the moil noble order of 
the garter. 

We n€ted not wonder that fo quick an eleva- 
tion, and to fo great an height, fhould fome- 
T.b?/ affedl the judgment of fo young a man ; 
and therefore {here will not appear any thing 
ftrange in the eagernefs he is faia to have ihewn 
in deputing the queen's favour with Sir Charles 
Blount; who, in procefs of time, became lord 
Montjoy and earl of Devonihire ; which, 
however, coil him fome Mood ; for that brave 
man, taxing diftaite of fomewhat the earl faid 
of a favour bellowed upon him by the queen, 
challenged him, and, in Mary bone- park, af- 
ter a fiiort difpute, wounded Eifex in the 
knee; with which tfce queen, who did not 
Jove to be controuled in her actions, was fo 
far from being difpleafed, that ihe fwore a 
round oath, it was fit that fome one or other 
fhould take him down, other wife there would 
be no ruling him. However, ihe •reconciled 
the rivals ; and it will remain an honout to 
both theft memories, that, profeffing them* 
felves friends, thpy remained fuch fo long at 
thev lived together. 

ln#the beginning of the year 1589, Sir 
Norris and Sir Francis Drake, had under- 
r taken an expedition for reftoring Don Anto- 
nio to tife crown of Portugal ; which the earl 


behdfd as an a&ion too glorious for others to 
jpeajfcrm, while he was a fpedlator only. He 
fOnowed the fleet and army therefore to 
Spain, and, having joined them at Corunna, 
D 3 profe* 
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p role cu ted the reft of the expedition with 
great vigilance and valour ; which, however, 
was not attended with much fuccefs, at the 
fame time that it expofed him to the queen’s, 
difpleafure. 

At his return, however, he ?oon recovered 
her majefly’s good graces ; nor was it l,ong 
before this was teftiried to the world, by his 
obtaining new marks of favour, in grants of a 
very confiderable value ; a circumftance in 
which his credit with the queen feemed much 
fuperior to that of all her other favourites. 

Ho had now loft the fupport of his ftep-fa* 
ther the earl of Leicefler, who died the pre- 
ceding year; and who, though he was (up- 
pofed to aft the politician in prefering him to 
the queen's favour, (if, indeed, that was at all 
his work,) yet (hewed the fincerity of his af- 
fe&ion to him by feveral clauies in his will : 
notwithftanding which lofs, he kept his 
ground attcourt ; and, by carefling Mr« Cart- 
wright and others, looked upon as. puritans, 
feemed to affedt becoming the heail of that 
party, which adhered to the a earl of Leicefter 
while living. 

About this time he ran a new hazard of the 
queen’s favour, by a private, and, as it 
then conceived, inconfiderate, match witii 
Frances, only daughter of Sir PrandLs JVal- 
fiogham, and the widow of Sir Philip SidLey; 
which her majefty apprehended to be, in tone 
meafiire, derogatory to the honour of the bomS " 
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©f Eflex ; and, though, for the prefent, this bu . 
finefs was pafled by, yet it is thought that it 
was not fo foon foigot. 

y In 1591, Henry JV, of France, having de- 
manded frefh affiftance from the queen, tho r 
he had already a body of her troops in his 
fervjce, fhe was pleafed to fend the earl of Ef- 
fcx, with four thoufand men, a fmall train of 
artillery, and a competent fleet, into Nor- 
mandy ; where it was propofed that he fhould 
join the French army, in order to undertake 
the liege of Rouen. The French king, how- 
ever, either through want of power, the di- 
ffract ion of his afFairs, or fome other caufe, 
negle&ed to perform his promife, notwith- 
ftanding that Eflfex m?sde a long and hazardous 
journey to his camp, at that monarch’s re- 
queft, in order to have concerted meafures for 
giving the queen fatisfa&ion. 

Upon his return from this journey, which 
proved of little confequence, Efle^ to keep 
up the fpirits of his officers, conferred thetho* 
Hour of kitighihood upon many or them A* 
circumftance witl\ which the queen was much 
offended. He like wife made exxurfions from 


his camp to the very walls of Rouen ; and the 
jggarf; expoflng his perfon very freely in thefe 
fkirmilhes, came off indeed unhurt himfelf, but 
loft rhei£ his only brother, Walter Deveieux, 
ther$Sn the flower of his age, being two years 
than the earl 

rfe returned fome time after, to give an ac- 
count of the ftate of things to the queen ; and 
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then came back to his charge ; the fiegp of 
Rouen being formed, and the French king 
exprefling a great defire to become mailer of it. 

This winter fervice harraffing the troops ex, 
ccedinglv, provoked Eflex not a little, wh<i 
follicittd king Henry for leave* to proceed in 
his manner, promifmg to make a breach v/ith 
his own artillery, and then to florm the place 
with theEnglifli troops; which the king, how* 
ever, refufed, as being not at all defirous of 
having that rich place taken and plundered by 
the Englilh in his fight. c ‘ 

Eflex, Hill more difpleafed at this, and re- 
folvcd not to continue in a place where no re- 
putation was to be got, firft challenged the go- 
vernor of Rouen, Mr. Afjllars; and, upon his 
refufing to fight, left the command of the En- 
glilh troops to fir Roger Williams, an officer 
of great courage and experience ; and then 
embarked for England, where his prefence was 
become veey necefiary, his enemies having re- 
presented his behaviour in a very different light 
to the queen his miltrcfs. * 

At this time he was exceedingly courted by 
very different forts of people ; for many of 
the young nobility, who were defirous qf en- 
tering into the world under the patronag^qf 
fome eminent perfon, preferred the earl; as 
well on account of his great affability tn his 
^Howers, as becaufe of his known in\ereft 
With the queen. All the military men, Wat 
were not of very old Handing, looked uptfijT 
him as their chief* and one from whofe favour 

they 
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ifcfcy were to derive preferment. The-purita*! 
tninifters alfo, and their dependants, conft- 
dfered him as the fucceffor to the earl of Lei- 
jJefter, and, consequently, as their prote&oi\ 
One need not ponder, therefore, that, having 
foch power, he had fo many enemies ; and, 
thd^thefe fhould gain advantages over him m 
his abfence : but, upon bis return, he trium- 
Tfrhed for the rtioft part ; and the queen, wH& 
looked upon herfelf as tied to him by farther 
a6ts of jcindnefs, feldom refufed him any new 
marks of favour for which he was importunate 
in his demands. 

We find him prcfentin the parliament which 
1 >egan at Weftminfter, on the nineteenth of 
.February, 1^92-3 ; ’in which fjffion, chiefly 
through his intereft, Sir Thomas Perrot* who 
had married his After, was reftored in blood; 
which had been corrupted by the attainder of 
Sir John Pertot, his father, who* had been 
lord-deputy of Ireland : and in tlfis fefflon it 
was that the houfe of peers paid a very e%tra * 
ordinary compliment to the earl of Eflex. The 
queen alfo, who had given himfo many marks 
bf her favour, added to them a new honour ; 
whjgh was, at the fame time, a very high te>U 
^agffJSny of her confidence, by caufing him to 
* be fworn one of the members of her privy- 
coufcil? 

Pie met, however, in this, and in the fuc- 
►raffling years, with various c?ufes of chagrin ; 
partly from the loftincfs of his own temped 
15 5 aud 
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^nd partly from the artifices of thofe who en- 
vied his greatnefs. 

A dangerous and treafonable boolc, written 
abroad by a jefuit, was publifhed under th* 
name of Doleman, with intention to create 
diflention in England about fdccefiion to the 
crown. This book, as the whole defign cf it 
was mod vilainous, fo, from a fuperior (pint 
of malice, it was dedicated to the earl of Ef- 
fex, on purpofe to create him trouble j in 
which it had its effett. 

But what chiefly ,gricvcd and broke his ipi- 
■ rits, was, his perceiving, that, though he 
could, in mod fuits, prevail for himfelf, yet 
he was able to do little or nothing for his 
friends ; as particularly at peared in the cafe 
of Sir Francis Bacon ; which, ^though the earl 
bore with feme impatience, ytt it gave him 
an opportunity of (hewing the greatnefs of 
his inind,* by giving that gentleman a fmall* 
eflate in land, which ought to have bound him 
better to his fortunes.. 

Indeed, the earl oflfil&xwas nevef wanting, 
upon any occafioo, to his frjends, as many of 
* the writers of thofe times agree, and of which 
Camden gives u&a remarkable inflancc in, the 
Year 1595*; jftV>his attending the funeral 
Roger Williams, an old experienced ctfficer' 
whom he had long eucouraged and fuppof ted, 

- though the roughnefs of his behaviour hadt ex- 
pofed him to the diflike of Sir Walter 
kigh, and other confiderable perfons* Buff 

tyhat- 
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whatever difadvantages Eflex aright labour 
under from intrigues ax court, yet, in times of 
danger, the queen had commonly recourfe to 
lis affiflance. 

L Thus, in 1596, when the Spaniards, in the 
onth of April, laid fiege to Calais, and the 
discharges of their batteries were heard at 
Orcenwich, an army was hallily railed, and 
marched to Dover, the command of which was 
given to the earl of Eflex, the queen intend* 
ing to have embarked tliefe tro.ps for the af- 
iiilance'of the French ; which, however, they 
wifely declined, being willing rather to let the 
Spaniards keep Calais for a Tittle while, than 
fee it refeued from them by the Englifb, who 
would, prefuming <yi their old rights, pro- 
bably keep it for ever. 

The queen, however, taking advantage of 
that warm difj.ofuion which appeared in her 
people, to contribute, as far as in them lay, 
to keep the war at a diftance, and to prevent 
the Spaniards from meditating a fecond^nva-r 
fion, oidered a fleet to be equipped for at- 
tacking Cadiz, beft part of the expences being 
born by the principal perfons engaged in th|f 
entyyprize. 

ne command of this army and fleet was, 
wifi joint authority, intruded to Robert, earl 
of&flfc, and Charles, lord Howaid, then 
lora high admiral of England ; with whom 
^rent many of the moll diilingui fhed officers,, 
*ooth for the land and fea. for vice, that were 
then in England ; the fleet, for its number of 
D 6 lhips. 
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fhips, and for the land foldiers and marine* 
aboard* being the ipoft confiderabfe that, in 
thofe times, had been (een. 

On the firft of June they failed from Pi)K # 
mouth, but were forced to put back by a coin 
trary wind ; which changing, they took th£ 
ftrft opportunity of putting again to lea, j£>n 
the. eighteenth of the fame month they' ar- 
rived: ait Cape St. Vincent, where they met 
witV an frilh bark, which informed them that 
the port of Cadiz was full of fhips, and that 
they had no notice whatever of the fsfiling of 
the Eftglifh fleet, or that fuch an expedition 
was to much as intended. 

After this welcome news they purfucd their 
voyage, and, on the twentieth, m the morn- 
ing, they anchored near St. Sebailian’s, on the 
weft fide of the ifland of Cadiz, where the ad- 
miral would have had the forces debarked, in 
order to their immediately attacking the town ; 
which Efler caufed to be attempted, bat found 
to b $, impracticable ; and, upon the advice of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, deflfted. Cadi den, in- 
deed, charges this rafhnefs upon Eflfex; but 
Hir Walter Raleigh, who is certainly better au- 
thority in this point, dates it the other way* 

It was then propofed by the earl to 
with attacking the fleet, which was a verjjlha- 
zardous enterprise, but, at laft, agreal ti by 
, lord -admiral; on which EflTex, when he 
received the news, threw bis hat into the 
fea for joy. The next day, this gallant reftF 
tarien wzi executed with all imaginable brt- 
, ■: very, 
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ray, aid, in.pbint of femrice, hnnedid 
ter* or hazarded his perfon more, than the 
earl of kflex, whf in his >owa 'ASp, the Doe 
►Repulfe, went to the afliftance of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and offered, if it had been necefiary, 
(o have fecodded him in boarding the St. Phi- 
13$. The Spaniards .behaved very gallantly* 
folong as there were any hopes ; and, when 
there were none, fet fire to their ihipsaftd re- 
tired. 

The earl of Effex then landed eight hundred 
men at" the Pnntall ; and, having firft taken, 
proper meafures for deffroying the bridge, 
next attacked the place with fo much fury, 
that it was quickly taken ; and, the next day, 
the citadel fur rendered upon a capitulation, by 
which a great ranfom was ft i pula ted for the 
town. Ah offer was then made of two mil- 
lions of ducats to fpare the ftiips, and more 
might have been obtained ; but the lord high- 
admiral faid. He came there to cxmfume, and 
not to compound : of which when the Sp*fn*» 
ards wefe informed, they refolved to have the 
burning of thejr own fleet, which they ac- 
cordingly fet on fire ; their.lofs by which wjfc 

? puted at twenty millions. 

he earl was very defirous of keeping Car 
which he offered to have done with a 
fmall garrifon ; but the council differed 
from him in opinion : fo that, having plun- 
dered the idand and demoliihed the forts, they 
embarked on the fifth of July, and bore fitirajr 
for the port of Farro, in Algarve, which they 

plundered 



#* BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

plundered and deftrbyed. Thence they pro* 
ceeded to cape St. Vincent, and, being 
driven by a brifk wind out to fea, it tc 1 under 
conftderation, whether they ihould not lail foi^v 
the Azores, in hopes of intercepting the plat- / 
fleet, which was carried in the Native; andB 
the earl's propofal, with two of her majefly* 
ihips, and ten others, to make this attempt, 
was rejected likewife ; which Mr. Camden at- 
tributes to the defne of fome of the officers, 
who had made large booties, to get their trea- 
sure Safe on Ihore They looked in, hdlvev-r, 
at Corunna, and the t.-il would lu.*e \ ro- 
ceeded to St. Andie* ani St. Sebuitian ; but 
Others thinking they had done* enough, the 
fleet returned profptroufiy^to Plymouth on the 
eighth of Auguft fallowing ; :.nd the eari. 
With his fquadron, two d ivs after. 

He .was vtry well itc**ived by the queen, 
and highly applauded by tht people; but, as 
it was too common with hH, not entirely fa- 
tisfiejl in himl'elf ; whicn induced him to write, 
at a time when fome faults were imputed to 
Jiim, a kind of narrative of ibis exploit, and 
41 cenfure upon ojher mens 'conduit; which 
gained him little credit, and did hinudefe 
good. Vv 

. Yet, whatever might be the fentimentlj of 
the wifer part of the court, it appears«pla nly 
that, upon his return from this expedition, the 
eari of Eflex itood very high in the favour^/ 
the queen and of the nation ; and, pertiap. 

It,, might have gained him an acceffion of fa#- 

you* 
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roar with the former, if the carl had not e&* 
joyed fo much of the latter, or had feemed to 
ivaiue it lefs than he did : but, as he had little 
W diflimulation in his temper, lo the warmth 
with which he difeovered either his affe&ion or 
\dillike, r\po*Vd him continually to the iinitter 
Radices of his enemies, who were thoroughly 
■Hied in thole arte which he knew leaft 
bout. 

They infinaated, therefore, to the queen, 
*hv. cj fivieiing the earl’s popularity, it 
'*:■*’* j'^of be t '11 expedient tor her fer- 
\*t u r%a ; v** fuch as he recommended to 
vij lnployiucnis ; **nd this they carried (b 
■ v :o mak,- even his aj„, robation deftruttive 
i> t nrns tui t ui s they had encouraged 

ji.lv : jcon*r t *'nde i f her felves. A thing hardLy 
to be cn'dir ’d if «/c had nor the higheft evi- 
fh nee to pro. e ii. 

.it was a ,.a f ural confequence, that the earl 
Ihould behave to thofe h- took tc? be the au- 
thors of fuch counfels with vilible mc^s of 


anger and difeontent ; and this conduit of his 
made him frequently upon bad terms even 
with the queen herfelf, who was a princefe 
very jealous of her authority, and, in cafes of 
nature, bore but very indifferently with 
a expoftulations. However, as well out of 
hdty natural kindnefs to him, as from a define 
/of (hewing a juft acknowledgment for his late 
' fi^rvice, (he was pleafed, on the nineteenth of 
"March, 1597, to appoint him matter , of. the 
oidnance bv patent. 

Thte 
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This Tcittt to have had a good in 
quieting the mind, and raifing the tfpirh* of 
tnie great nobleman, who, upon a report that 
the Spaniards were forming a new fleet at Fer*^ 
tdI end Corunna, for the invafiorj of Ireland at^ 
leaft, if not England, readily offered his fed 
vice to the queen, and cheaf fully declared, /J» 
Camden allures us, that he would either de- 
feat this new armada, which had threatened 
England for a year together, or perifh in the 
attempt. The queen, well pleated wjth this 
propofal, gave it all the countenance that 
could be de fired, and caufed a confiderable 
fleet, though not fo confiderable as the action 
required, to be equipped for this fervice j and 
the earl of Effex was appointed general, ad- 
miral, and commander in chief. 

We may guefs at the irtereft which the 
earl had in the fuccefs of this voyage by the 
number of his friends who engaged therein as 
volunteers ;*and, amongft them of the nobi- 
lity,«wvere the earls of Rutland and South- 
ampton, and the lords Cromwell aA’d Rich. 
His fanguine hopes, however, were, in feme 
meafure difappointed ; for, failing about the 
ninth of July from Plymouth, they met^at 
fbtty leagues diftance, with fo rough a flclhfo* 
and of four days continuance, that they d ere 
-Obliged to put back to Plymouth, whfire they, 
remained wind-bound for a month ; in which 
‘time a great part of their provifions was Coi^ 
tinned. 


While 



R 03 ER T DEV ERE UK. 

While the fleet was thus kud up# the earl 
,ox' Eflex and Sir Walter Raleigh fet put poft 
Vor the court, in order to receive frefti inftruc- 
k lions. The propofals made by Eflex, even 
iafter this difappointment, were very bold and 
Vrcat; but, as Camden Teems to infmuate* 

1 Vy difficult and dangerous, if not iiqpradfe 
ca^Ie ; To that the queen would not counte- 
nance his projects, but rather left the direttion 
of the expedition to the commanders in chief# 
according as the feafon and circumftancea 
might Incourage or permit. The fame hifto- 
rian, and almoft all who have written upon 
this fubjefl after him, fpeaks of an old mif* 
underftanding between Eflex and Sir Walter 
before they left England, which was product 
tive of moil of the mifchiefs that afterward* 
happened ; which there is good reafpn, how- 
ever, to believe a groundless imputation upon 
both ; for, amongft other papers of a very 
curious and inlirudive nature, wht«h have fine* 
been publilhcd in a very valuable collection# 
are the letters of Rowland White, efq. to Sir 
Robert Sidney, at that time governor of > Fl lift- 
ing ; and we learn from him, that, in thebet* 
ginning .of the year 1597, there were great 
jkfgues at court, where fecretary Ctcilwat 
^helmoft favoured counsellor, had long private 

J coijjfenmces with the queen, and retarded or 
advanced mens fuits at his pleafure. Eflex, at 
this time, was in fome difeontent, though a 
£reat favourite likewife, and k*pt, or was firift 

U* 
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to keep) his bed when he was not very fick ; 
receiving frequent meflage* from the queen, 
and having alfo private audiences-. 

In the beginning of the mon h of March, 
Sir Walter Raleigh had fevcral private inter- 
views with the earl, in order to bring about/.- 
good undemanding between him and the ie* 
cretary, which he urged would have feveral 
good confequences; fuch as, making the queen 
eafy, removing a great obflacle in the ma- 
nagement of public affairs, and contributing 
not a little to forwarding the fchemes concert- 
ed for humbling the common enemy. It is 
eafy to fee from hence, that there could be no 
J>ique between the earl and Sir Walter Raleigh ; 
for if there had, Sir Robeat Cecil was too wife 
a man to have employed him. 

‘ While this treaty was in negotiation, there 
Was n competition for the office of warden of 
the Cinque Ports, Sir Robert Cecil fupporting 
the new loro Cobham, and the earl of Eflcx 
recommending Sir Robert Sidney fir ft, and, 
finding that would not. no, (landing for ithim- 
fclf; upon which it was propofed that he 
Should accept of the matte* (hip of the ord- 
nance; which he did. Skr after this,tSir 
Henry Leigh was, at the nc'»m < nendattotftfrr 
the earl of Eflex, made knigb 1 of the parAer; 
end the earl concurred in ,•» looting the iferd. 
Borows to the government of I. eland. 

. (n May, the treaty wa? in a manner con- 
cluded: the carl* by the mediation of Sit 
'<*'• Wal«c 
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Walter Raleigh, was reconciled to the fecre- 
tary, and they concerted together all the mea- 
Tures preparatory to the ifland expedition : 
find from the fame letters we learn, that Sir 


'^Walter Ralehjh, who wa9 entrufted with the 
qare of vi&ualing the fleet, had been remark* 
a^iv civil to the earl of hflex, in what related 
to the provifion of his own (hip ; and, when 
they were obliged to return by contrary winds, 
Mr. White represents their coming to London 


together, as the efiirts cf their per! et> intel- 
ligence, and does i.ol give the icaft hint of 


any variance beiw<\»v them. 

As foon as the wa3 repaired, and the 
land forces debar!;'.*', that, by the queen’s com- 
mand, were to rematr at home, they failed 
again from Plymouth on the Seventeenth of 
Auguft; having now two points in view, the 
one to burn the Spanifh fleet in uieir own har- 


bours, the other to intercept the flops they 
expe&ed from the Weft Indies.® Cambden 
blames Effex for appearing openly within^iight 
of the Spanifh coaft, and thercoy aiarming 
the enemy 5 but Sir William Monioa acquaints 
us with the true reafon of the earl’s conduct? 


whjyh was, by making a (how of a few (hip** 
jc Sraw out the enemy’s fleet, it being found 
imloflible to burn them in port. He alfo in- 
JBnAatef, that Sir Walter Raleigh kept at a 
flaiftance from the fleet; which was another difr 


couragement: but, from the beft accounts we 
have, this alfo appears to be a groundlefs ima- 
gination. Sir Walter is afterwards faid to 

have 
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have feparatcd from the fleet by defign, under 
pretence of repairing his fhip ; but Sir Wil- / 
liam Monfon tells us plainly, that this fepa* 
ration was owing to an involuntary mifcarriag^' 
in Efltx himfelf. When they joined again at 
the iflands, it appears plainly tlfat EiTox an ( r 
Raleigh were very good friends notwithftandj^g 
there were fome, on both fides, who laboured 
all they could to incenfc them againft each 
6ther. 

When they had refrefhed at Flores, Eflex 
commanded Raleigh to fail for Fayallf which 
he intended to attack with the whole fleet; 
but Sir Walter coming there firtt, and appre- 
hending that the fmallett delay might have 
prevented their defign, v$ry gallantly attack- 
ed, and very happily fucceeded, in making 
himfelf matter of the ifland before the arrival 
pf Eflex with the rett of the fleet. This gave 
occafion to Sir Walter’s enemies to reprefent 
his vigilano? and adlivity in the light of dif- 
obedience and contempt to Eflex, which oc<- 
cafiotfed very high difputes ; but, by the in- 
terpofition of lord Thomas Howard, all things 
were compromifed ; Sir WakSr excufed what 
had happened to the earl, and the earl accepted 
his excufe, As the relations of this, whicWi^ 
called The Ifland Voyage, already publiflfcd, 
lire very exadl, and in thfcmfelves larger tCan 
this whole life, it cannot be expedled that we) 
ihould enter here into all the particulars of 
this voyage ; we (hall therefore content our~ 
(elves with obfcrving, that, notwichftanding 
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the^paniftt fleet ef^aped* and fome other out- 
Vward accidents happened, in which the ear) 

, Y&* not altogether without blame* yet three 
' limps from theHavannah, thecargoes of which 
Amounted tc\ near one hundred thoufand 
typunds, were taken ; by whieh, the beft part 
oP^the expences of the undertaking were de- 
frayed > and fo the fleet returned to England 
towards the clofe of O£tober. The earl of 
Eflex immediately began to fhew evident 
figns of deep difpleafure, he retired to his 
houfe at Wanftead, and, under pretence of 
ficknefs, abfented himfelf from the fervice of 
parliament then fitting. Cambden reports, 
that his diflfatisfaftion arofe from the lord ad- 
miral’s being created earl of Nottingham in 
his abfence, with fome particular claufesin the 
preamble of his patent, which, as they were 
highly honourable for that noble peer, Bfle^ 
conceived threw fome difparagement upon 
himfejf. And, by way of fatisfadfien, he wat 
created earl marfhal of England ; on the iwen- 
tyeightl? of December, i 97 ; and took his 
place in parliament accordingly, on Wednef- 
day the eleventh of January following. 

I3is generally agreed, that this noble per- 
^fonfhad nothing of diflimulation in his nature; 
anoi therefore, having obtained this new favour 
of file ljueen, he was pe»-fe£Uy well pleafed, 
jaod very readily promised Sir Robert Cecil* 
fecretary of flate, who was appointed to exe- 
cute a commiflion of great importance to the 
French king, that nothing to the prejudice of 

his 
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bis intereft (honld be dorte in his abfence, with* 
out which promife the fecretary would not 
have gone : and this he not only performed'' 
with the ntmoft pun&uality, but even dif ^ J 
charged the fecretary’s bufmefs, in his abf nee,/ 
with care and vigilance. But, in the montj. 
of May, 1798, Sir Robert Cecil returnine^o 
England with new notions in relation to the 
peace, there quickly arofe frefh difputes in the 
council about the expediency of that meafure, 
which was very earneftly, as well as eloquently 
prefled by the old and wife lord treafurer Bur- 
leigh; and as warmly decried by the earl of 
Eflex, who wanted not very plaufible reafons 
in fupport of what he faid. The treafurer, 
at length, grew into a gfeat heat ; infomuch 
that he told the earl, that he leemed to be in- 
tent upon nothing but blood and {laughter. 
Eflex explained him (elf upon this, that the 
blood and Daughter of the queen’s enemies 
night be vary lawfully his intention : that he 
was ;y>t again fl a {olid, but a fpecious and pre- 
carious peace ; that the Spaniards were a fub- 
tle and ambitious people, who had contrived 
to do England more mifehief in time of peace 
than of war ; and, that, as to an en~«ny, 
whofe hands it was impoflible to bind by ttea- 
ty, it was better not to tie up our own. The^ 
treafurer at lad drew out a prayer-book* in, 
which he (hewed Eflex this expreffion, 41 MeiJ 
of blood (hould not live out half their days.” 

. As the earl knew well enough, that various 
methods would be ufed to prejudice the com* 

mon 
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moa people againft him, more especially fuch 
>as in any degree got their liv’ng by trade, or 
thought themfelves 6 pp refled by the taxes le- 
vied for the fupport of the war, he refblved to 
^rire a vindication of his own proceedings, 
;ad to deliver his own arguments, with all 
thread vantages that his own pathetic eloquence 
couid give them ; which he addrefled to his 
dear friend Anthony Bacon, and which dill 
remains a memorial of his great virtues and 
admirable abilities. About this time died the 
lord treifurcr Burleigh ; which was a great 
misfortune to the earl of Eflex, fince the re- 
membrance of his father, the truft repofed in 
him by committing this his eldeft fon to his 
care, and the refpeft and obedience which 
had been ihewn him by the young lord for 
feveral years, preferved in him a tendernefi 
for his perfon, and a real concern for his for- 
tunes : but, when that great counfellor was 
gone, thofe who hated the earl, adfoed without 
reftraint, eroded whatever he propofed, flop- 
ped the r» fe of every man he loved, and treated 
all his proje&s with an air of fupercilious con- 
tempt, except on!, which they thought would 
be his ruin. 

Bfjfr the death of the lord- treafurer Burleigh, 
*the «.hancellor(hip of the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge -became vacant 5 upon which, that 
learned body chofe the earl of Eflex in his 
~ room. Upon this account he went down to 
pay them avifit, was entertained at Queen’s- 
College with great magnificence ; and, as a 

proof 
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proof of their afle&ion, the room in which he 
fay was, long after, diftinguifted by the name/ 
of Eflfex-ch amber. We may account this on{ , 
of the laft inllances of this great man's felicity,' 
for he was new advanced too high to fit at eafe/, 
and thofe who longed for his honours aypi 
employments, very tiufily ftudied how tgey 
might bring about his fall. 

The firft (hock he had given him in the 
queen's favour, was on the fcore of the perfim 
he propofed to be fent over to Ireland* before 
he was drawn to have thoughts of going thi« 
ther himfelf ; and though, in appearance* 
he was reconciled and reilored to the queen's 
favour, yet there is good reafon to doubt 
whether it was ever recovered in reality ; or, 
at leaft, to the degree in which he formerly 
held it. 

An event happened much about this time* 
which (hewed the fentiments the enemies of 
England ha*d of this noble perfon, and ought 
therefore to have endeared him to fuch as had 
a real affedtion for their country : there was 
one Edward Squire feized and impriioned for 
treafon, and his cafe came out to be this ; he 
had been a groom in the queen’s (tables. Vent 
afterwards to fea with Sir Francis Drake, Fwaa^ 
taken prifoner and carried to Spain, ^heip ho 
was perfuaded by a jefuit to undertake potfon- 
ing the earl of Eflex, and afterwards queen 
Elizabeth : for performing which he had ppir 
ion given him in a bladder. He found meant 
to rub this, as he was directed, upon the porn* 

mel 
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tail of the <pl*eo’*buidle; gOt hiinfclf aft eN 
wards teeoan ft e adeJ, to ferVe on board the 
Jparl’s ihip in the ifland voyage, where. In 
like manner, he poifoned both the arms Of 
'his great chair ; yet no effed followed in 
^ther cafe. Upon this, the Spaniih jefrit. 
Abetting the man and nOt his drug, caufed 
information to be given in England againtt 
Squire, who; finding himfelf betrayed by his 
confcffbr, opened the whole fcene, and plainly 
acknowledged his endeavours to difp&tch bora 
the queen and the earl j for which he was de- 
ferred! y executed. 

The miferies of Ireland continued all this 
time, or rather increafed ; and, when propO~ 
fals were made, in 'the queen’s council, for 
fending over a new governor, with certain re- 
ftri&xons ; Eifex took occafion of fhewing, 
that nothing had been hitherto fo expend Ve 
as an ill-timed frugality ; and, that the Irifh 
rebels had been the only gainers by th^ re- 
ft raint pun upon the EnglHh deputies. Thofe 
who hated this noble perfon, were not difc 
pleafed when thfiy found him in this difpb- 
iition, and, at length, took, in their turn, 
cafio.x from his objedidns, to fugged, that die 
total* red adfion of that ifland was io Be eg* 
peded fiom none but himfelf; Which, at firft, 
he declined : but perceiving that he could 
enjoy little quiet or comfort at home ; that it 
was with difficulty he maintained his credit^ 
and that, by foiling the expeditions of his 
friends, he ftiodd gradually lofe them* fie 
Vol. IV. E confented 
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contented to accept that feral preferment, and 
agreed to go over into that kingdom* which/ 
had been tne grave o 4us fathtrs's fortune^ 
and which his belt friends forefaw would prove ^ 
the gulph of , his own. It is indeed true that 
he had a great army granted him, and duit 
due care was taken for the payment of At; 
that his powers were very large, and his ap- 
pointments very great; but thefe were oh- 
, tapped with many druggies, and notice was 
taken of every thing he promifed, oj Teemed 
to promifc, in order to obtain them ; and, 
when all things were regulated, he was fo far 
from going with alacrity, as to a place which 
he had fought, and to a command which he 
meditated for the fake of greater things, that 
he feemed rather to look upon it as a baniih- 
imnt, and a place afiigned him to rctieat from 
hi? fovereign’s piefent difpleafure, rather thap 
a potent government bellowed upon him by 
her favour. 

The truth of this may be not only probably 
collected, but in fome meafure proved, from 
an epiftle of his to the queen, written after 
his appointment to the government of Ireland, 
and before his going thither, of which there 
is a very imperfedl copy in the Cabalst; bijt 
that lofs is now fupplied, by the following 
full and correft tranfeript of that valuable and 
authentic paper, from the colle&ions in the 
Harleian library. If we confider the earl’s 
chara&er, and how incapable he was of di£> 
jfembling, the weight of this evidence will be 

the 
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tfcc greater 5 but, without taking in that, the 
ver|r ftilejof the letter* is Tech as will put ail 
.tyfpicion^of artifice out of the ■ cafe ; which 
‘ will teach the reader what to think of the de- 
claration of his treafons, that ftands entirely 
u'jon this bottom, that he had plotted a revo- 
lution in England before he went to Ireland ; 
and deiired the lieutenancy that he> might put 
himfelf at the head of an army, ana enter 
into a confederacy with the rebels. 

* “ To the Queen. 

€i From a ’mind delighting . in forrow; from 
fpirits wafted with pafliun ; from a heart torn in 
pieces with care, grieP, and travail* from a man 
thathateth himfelf, and all things elfethatkeep 
him alive ; what fervice can your majefty ex- 
pett, fince any fervice paft deferves no more 
than banijhment and proftription y> the cur- 
fedeft of all iftands? It is your rtbels pride 
and fucceffion rouft give me leave to ranrfom 
myfelf out of this hateful prifon, out of my 
loathed body ; which, if it happen h % your 
majefty (hall have no caufe to miflike the fa* 
ihibn of my death, fince the courfe of my life 

could never pleafc you. 

, ( , 

“ Happy he could finifh forth his fate , . 
Ai In dome unhaunted defert, mod: obfcure 
. V Prom all focietyv/rom love andhaje ■ 

Oi world! y folk* (then Ihould he fleep fecure^; 

■'t'f '■ ; E % “ Then 
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" Then wakeagain, and yield God ever praift; 
•• Content with hips, and haws, and bramble** 
berry ; / 

In contemplation pa fling out his days, 
u And change of holy thoughts to make him 
merry : * 

-** Who, when he dies, his tomb may be a bulb, 

41 Where harmlefs Robin dwells, with gentle 
* Thruih. 

Your majelty’s exiled fervarit, 
ROBERT ES'SE X.’> 
'On the twelfth of March, 1598, his com* 
million for lord lieutenant pafled the great- 
feai ; and, on the twenty-feventh of the fame 
month, about two in thtf afternoon, he let out 
from Seething- lane, and pafling through the 
city in a plain habit, accompanied by many of 
the nobility, he was attended by vaft crowds 
of people<out of town ; and it was obferved, 
with a view, perhaps, to prepare the world 
to ha vc a bad opinion of his conduct, that the 
weather was exceeding fair when he took 
horfe, but, by that timeheccame to JfKngton, 
there was a heavy form of rain, attended with 
ihunder and lightning. The like bad weather 
he met with at fea, fo that he did not arrive at 
Dublin, or take upon him his charge, before 
the fifteenth of April, 1 C99. 

He found things in that country in a ftate - 
very different from what he expelled, and 
perceived that there was nothing to be done, 
at lead to any purpofe, till he wffs well ac- 
quainted 
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quajnted with th« country in. which he was to 
aft. He found, likewife, that the new-raifed 
t i 4 en he had brought over were altogether un- 
fit for a&on, till they were foafoned to the 
country, and well acquainted with discipline. 
Thefeconfiderations hindered him from march- 
ing ^llreftly to Ulfter, for fear Tir-Oen ihould 
make any advantage of his wenknafTes j and 
the council deiiring that he would fuppirft 
feme dlforderi in Munfter, he thought that a 
fair occaflon of exerciflng his new hoops, and 
did it effectually. 

On his return to Dublin, thet very day two 
months on which he arrived at his government, 
he wrote a letter to the queen, containing a 
fire*, fair, and full rkprefentation of the Bate 
of things in that country 1 which moft admira- 
ble performance, pointing out all the fteps that 
were afterwards taken, and by which hu foe- 
ceflbr made an end of the war, remains upon 
record in Ireland 1 but, of the contents there* 
of, not n pliable is mentioned in CambBea 
Or the reft of our hiftorians. This letter he 
font over to the quren by his fecretary, in 
hopes that from thence fhs might have de- 
rived a juft notion of the ftate of things in 
that illand; but it produced no Juch eftefl ; 
on the contrary, the queen was exceedingly 
provoked that lie had not marched into UUfcr, 
m order to attack TirOen, and repeated her 
order* upon that head in very ftrong terms. 
Before tnefe arrived, however, Sir Henry Har- 
rington, with feme of the freih troops, had 
E 3 be?n 
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been w or ft ed by the O’Brian# ^ which fo, pro- 
voked Eflex, that he caufed the remains of 
thofe troops to be decimated; which, witb f . 
the throwing a foldier over board ins hi# lad 
expedition, with his own hand* are the only 
iniU'iccs of feverity recorded of him. 

When he received the queen’s orders, ^nd 
was on the point of marching into Ulfter, he 
was prevailed upon to enter the country of 
Ophhly, to reduce the O’Connors and the 

Moores ; which he performed ; J>ut his 
troops were fo harraffed and diminiihed there- 
by, that, with the advice and confent of the 
council of Ireland, he wrote home for a re- 
cruit of two thoufand men. In the midft of 
thefecroflesin Ireland, un army was fuddenly 
railed in England, under the command of the 
earl of Nottingham ; no- body well knowing 
why ; but, in reality, from the fuggeftions of 
the earl’s |nemies to the queen, that he rather 
medicated an invafion on his native country* 
than, the fedu&ion of the Irifh rebels. 

At length, Effex, intending for UHler, fent 
orders to Clifford, who commanded in Con* 
naught, to march towards the enemy on that 
fide, that Tir-Oen might be obliged to di- 
vide his forces ; which was executed, but with 
fuch ill foitune, that the English, jjeing fur- 
pritca, were beaten, with the lofs of their 
commander in chief, together with Sir Alex- 
ander Ratcliffe, and one hundred and forty 
men. 

Upoa 
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Upon the arrival of the fuccours which he 
had demanded, he marched", though with a 
fliall force, again it Tir-Oen, in the latter end 
of the month of Augoft ; but, on the eighth 
of September following, was prevailed upon 
to confer with him alone at the ford of Balia- 
clynifh ; and afterwards with counfellors on 
both tides, when he concluded a peace for fix 
weeks, and fo from fix weeks to fix weeks tilt 
May ; provided that, on a fortnight's norite, 
cither pa»ty might be at liberty to refume the 

war. 

He was led to this by the weak and defpe- 
rate refolution he had taken of returning td\ 
England, whither he had once fome thoughts of 
tranfporting a body of" his forces, but was dif- 
fuaded from it by his friends. However, up- 
on receiving a (harp letter, directed to him ’ 
and the council, from the queen, he deter- 
mined to flay no longer, fettled thp govern- 
ment in the beft manner he could, and, with 
a few of lys friends, came 01 cr to England* 

tie arrived before any notice could be re- 
ceived of his defign 5 went dire&ly to the 
court at Nonfuch, and prefented hunfelf to 
the queen, on the twenty. eighth of September, 
where he met with a tolerable reception ; but 

was, fooi^ after, committed, treated with a 
mixture of kindnefs and feverity, till, upon 
his abfolute fubniillion, he was brought before 
feme of theprivy council $ feverely reprimand-, 
ed, difmifled from the board, fufpended from 
the exetciie of all Ins great offices, except** 

E 4 that 
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ti?at of mailer of the horfe, and conupitted to 
a keeper. Sir Richard Barkley, who was, not 
Jong after, withdrawn. 4 f 

Jn the fummer of the year 1600, he recover- 
ed his liberty; and, in the autugm following, 
he received Mr. CufFc, who had been his fe- 
cretary in Ireland into his councils ; who^la- 
boured to perfuade him, that fubmiffion would 
never do him any good ; that the queen waa 
in the hands of a fattion, who were his ene- 
mies | and, that the only way to rcAore his 
fortune, was to find the means of obtaining 
an audience, in which he might be able to 
rewrefen t his own cafe, let that means be 
what it would. t The earl heard this dange- 
rous advice without cowfenting to it, till he 
found there was no hopes of getting his farm 
of the fweet wines renewed ; then, it* is (aid, 
that, giving loofe to his paflion, he let fall 
many vehejnent expreflions j and, amongft the 
re, ft, this fatal reflection, That the queen grew 
old tnd cankered, and that her tniqd was as 
crooked as Her carcafe, Cambden fays that 
this was aggravated by Come of the court la- 
dies, whom he had difappointed in their in- 
trigues. The earl of Clarendon feems to 
fctpeft the truth of it, but another great hif- 
torian, who knew all the pafiages .of thole 
limes well, is more clear in this refpect. Thofit 
enemies, who had exalt intelligence of all he 
prepofed, having provided effectually againft 
the execution of iris defigns, hurried him up* 
e* His &tei by a meflage fent on the evening 
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of fhe fevfcftth of February, requiring him to 
attend the council ; which he declined, tie 
then give out that they fought his life, kept 
a watch in Eflex-houfe all night, andfummon* 
ed his friends, for his defence, the next morn- 
ing. 

The queen, being informed of the great re- 
tort of people of all ranks to the carl, fent the 
lord-keeper Egerton, the earl of Worcefter, 
Sit Francis Knolles (his uncle by the mother’s 
fide) a:«d the lord-chief-juftiee Popham, to 
know his grievances ; whom, after a fiiort and 
ineJFe&ual conference, he confined j and then, 
attended by the earls of Rutland and South- 
ampton, the lord Sands, the lord Moateagle, 
and about two hundred gentlemen, he went, 
into the city, where the earl of Bedford, the 
lbrd Cromwell, and feme, other gentleman, 
joined him.: but his dependance pn the, popu- 
lace failed iiim; and Sir Robert, DeciJ pre- 
vailing upon his brother, the lord Butlefgh, 
to go with Sir Gilbert ftethiclc, then kiflg ;£t 
arms, and proclaim Eflex and his adherents 
traitors, in the* principal Greets, the carl 
fou^d h impof&ble to return to his houfe by 
land ; and, therefore, fending Sir Eerdinando 
Gorges before to releafe the chief- jufUce, who, 
for his awn fake, thought ht to extend that 
order to the reft of the privy -counfeHors ; the 
earl, with his principal attendants, returned 
in boats to EfTex-houfe ; which was quickly 
inverted by the earl of Notiingh^pr,' lord- 
ad Aural,. with a great force ; to whom, after 
E 5 many 
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many difputcs, and fome blood fpilt, hp and. 
his adherents at laft furrendered. 

Efiex was carried that night to the arch-, 
bifhop of Canterbury’s palace at Lambeth, 
itfth the earl of Southampton, r and the next 
flay they were lent to the Tower. On the 
nineteenth of the fame month they were ar- 
raigned before their peers, and, after a 16ng 
trial, they were found guilty, and fentence of 
death pronounced by the lord Buckhurft, who 
fat as lord- high ileward. Upon this^melan- 
choly occafion, all that Effex faid, was, “ If 
her majefty had pleafed, this body or mine 
might have done her better fervice; however, 
I (hall be glad if it may prove ferviceable to 
her any way.” , 

After he was remanded to the Tower, there 
were great pains taken to draw from him very 
large and full confeffions ; which was the 
more eafy, as he was truly and (incerely pious ; 
and, after 'he was once perfuaded, that his 
profit was of a treafonable nature, he made 
a point of confcience to difclofe all 4ie knew, 
though it was highly prejudicial to his friends, 
and could do no good to himfelf ; and, indeed, 
he did not appear either to defign or deiire ir. 
Two reafons feem efpecially to have moved 
fuch as fet on foot thefe practices, by which 
the honefty of Eflex was rendered fatal even 
to his laft breath ; and they were fuch as be- 
came politicians, who had nothing butfelf- 
intereft in view ; which, if they could pro- 
mote, they had not either confideration or pit y 
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for others. The firft was# that, by bis pro- 
per confeifion, they might effednally eitahliih 
the truth of his plot, i. create the number cf 
its circumftances, heigh;en the apparent da • 
ger of its co#ifequences, and thereby funr'fli 
plentiful materials for proclamac ons, fermons, 
and^declarations, which might remove from . 
the unhappy earl all means of obtaining mer- 
cy ; excite in the queen the utmort horror ; 
and, at the fame time, terrify her with difnv 1 
apprehe^fions, while the nation in genen.i 
was aflonilhed, and their attention for the un- 
happy earl cooled, or, at leaft,. confounded. 
In all which, for a time, they gained their 
end. The other motive was, finding out evi- 
dence againfl the chief of his adherents, many 
of whom were of great quality, and fonrue alfo 
of great fortune, whom they meant tp let ef- 
cape out of the briars, provided neverthelefa. 
that they left their fleeces behind^them ; iiv 
which they were- likewife but too fuccefsful*. 
renderingjiighly profitable to thegifclves that 
clemency which their royal miilrefa would, 
have extended freoly. 

After drawing out of Eflex all that he could 
fav, and thereby rendering death more d.fireable 
to him than life, the twenty- fifth of February 
was fixed^for his execution ; as to which the, 
queen was irrefolute to the very lail ; fo that 
ihe fent Sir Edward Cary to countermand it: 
but, as Cambden lays, confidering afterwards, 
bis obftinacy, his refuting to afk. her pardon** 
and declaring that his life was iticoufiffieiit 
E 6 with 
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with he? fefety, (he countermanded ihefttNN 
ders, and dire&ed h t itoukt die. There is * 
Grange dory current in the world about 2 * 
ring, which the earl of Clarendon (tiles a lobfe 
report, that crept into difcourfe <bon after his 
nuferable end ; yet a foreign writer of great 
reputation, gives us this as an undoubted truth, 
and that upon the authority of an Bnglilh mi* 
aider, who might be well prefumed to know 
vthat he faid ; and therefore, in the words of 
that writer, we (hall report it. * 

** It will not, 1 believe, be thought either 
impertinent or difagreeable to add here what 
prince Maurice had from the mouth of Mr. 
Carle ton, cmbafTador from England in HoU 
land, who died fccretary of date ; fo well 
know n under the name of my lord Dorcheder, 
;tnd who was a man of merit. He faid, that 
<fueen Elizabeth, gave the earl of Eflex a ring, 
i#i the height of her paflion for him r ordering 
him to keep it, and that whatever he (hould 
con&nt, (he would pardon him, «wktn he 
ihould return that pledge. Since that time, 
the earl’s enemies having prevailed with the 
t^neen, who befides was exafperated againd 
him for the contempt he (hewed her 'beauty t 
which, through age, began to decay, (he 
raulcd him to be impeached. <• 

44 When he was condemned, (he expefled 
that he would fend her the ring, and would 
have granted him his pardon according to her 
promife. The earl, finding hhnfelf in thb 
laft extremity, applied to admiral Howard’* 
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lid^, who Was his relation, and defiled her, 
by a teribn whombe conW eroft, to return the 
mg Into the queen's own hands. But her 
hufoand, who was one of the earl's greeted 
enemies, and to whom ihe told this impru- 
dently, would not fuffer her to acquit htndf 
off he commiffion ; fo that the qtieeir content* 
ed to the earl’s death, being full of indinna* 
tion againft fuch a proud aim haughty Ipmt, 
who chofe rather to die than to implore her 
mercy* 

“ Some time after, the admiral’s lady ftlf 
lick, and, being given over by her phyficians, 
fhe font word to the queen, that fhe had fomc- 
thing of great conference to tell her before 
ihe died. The quftrn came to her bed-fide,. 
and having ordered all the attendants to with- 
draw, the admiral’s lady returned her, but too 
late, that ring from the earl of Eflex, defiring 
to be excufed that Ihe did not retyrn it fbohtiv 
having been prevented doing ic by her half- 
band. , • 

€t The queen retired immediately, bei ntf 
overwhelmed whh the utmoft grief ; fhe fighcd 
continually for a fortnight following, without 
taking any nOurifhment, lying a-red entirely 
drafted, and getting up an hundred times 
a-nigh^ At laft (he died with hunger and 
With grief, becaufe fhe had confetited to tftfe 
death of a lover who had applied to her ft! 
mercy. 

“ This melancholy adventure fhews, that 
there are frequent tradfitions from one padfi&m 

to 
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toanother $ and, that a* love often changes* 
to hate, fo hate, giving place fometimes to 
pity, brings the mind back again into its fir ft . 
ftate.” 

Sir Dudley Carleton, who is xgade the au- 
thor of this ilory, was a man who deftrved 
the character that is given of him, and could 
SOt but be well informed of what palled r at 
court : but, whoever confiders the age of 
queen Elizabeth,, at the time when the earl of 
EfTex firft entered her prefence, will .find it 
difficult to believe the queen ever coniidered 
him in the light of a lover. 

This countefs of Nottingham was the 
daughter of the lord vifcount Hunfdon, re- 
lated to the queen, and al& by his mother ta 
the earl of Eflex. 

Before we part with this fubjefl, it may not 
be amifs to obferw, that fomething of truth 
there certainly is as to the queen’s death be- 
ing h aliened "by an accident relating to a ring,, 
and hv her reflefting on the death of the earL 
pfEffex. * 

In the ceremony of her corqpation, fbe waa 
wedded to the kingdom with a ring, which Ihe 
always wore, till, the flelh growing over it* 
it was filed off a little before her deceafe. 
About the fame time obferving, that the lofs of 
Eflex, and the confufion of his frienbs, had 
put her entirely into the hands of thofe who 
began to negleft her, and court her fucceflbr, 
fhe could not help faying in an excefs of pafc 
lion, “ They have now got me in a yoke* 

1 have 



I have nobody, left me that I can tra$; my, 
condition is theperfeft reverfe ofyhat st' 
ifeas." , It is alfi> true, that a melancholy fenfe* 
of this brought hereto heY end about twenty- 
five months j^fter the death of Eflex. 

The manner of the earl's ^offering death 
is fo largely related in Cambden, and others/* 
that we lhall not meddle with it here, farther 
than to obferve, that, as many adions of his 
life fpoke him a hero, fo this laft a&ion (hew- 
ed him | true Chfiftian, by manifefting he was 
far lefs careful of his body than his foul, and 
much more afraid of his fin than his puniih- 
ment. 

“ On the twenty fifth of February, i6ou 
which was the day appointed for his execution, 
Thomas Mountford and William Barlow, 
doctors of divinity, withMttgn, the minifter 
of the church in the Towe^prcre fent onto 
him early in the morning to adminifter chriA 
tian cdnfolation to his foul. In ^prefence of 
thefe men he gave thanks to almighty God 
from tht? bottom of his heart, that his defigns; 
which were lo dangerous ro the date, fucceed^ 
ed not. He told them, he had now looked 
thoroughly and ferioufiy into his fin, and waj 
heartily forry he had fo obilinately defended 
an unjuft caufe at the bar. N He thanked the 
queen file had granted he (hould not b? pub- 
Kckly executed, left his mind, which was now 
fettled and compofed, might be difturbed by 
the acclamations of the people, prdtefting that 
he had now learned, how vain a thing the 
* ■ 1 Mat 
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Ikft bfpepular favour and applaafe was. He 
acknowledged how worthy he was to be fpued 
out (theft were his words) by the common* 
wealth, for the wickednefs of his enterprise* 
which he likened to a leprofy fpiead far and 
near, and that had infe&ed many. 

u The queen, in the mean time# wavered in 
her mind. One while relenting, flic fent her 
commands by* Sir Edward Cary that he ihould 
Hot be executed t but then remembering his 
perverfe obftinacv, that he foamed to Ilk her 
pardon, and had declared openly that his life 
would be the queen’s deftru&ion, ihe foon af~ 
ter lent a fre(h command by Darcy, that he 
hould be put to death. 

^ 44 Then he was brought fbrth between the 
divines to a fcaffokl ereOed within the court- 
yard of the T B i near which fat the earls 
of Cumberland^*! Hertford, vifcount How- 
ard of fiindon, the lord Howard of Walden* 
the lord Darcy of Cbiche, and the lord Comp- 
ton. 4 There were prefent alio fome of the al- 
ierlhen of London, and Sir Walter Raleigh,, 
who, if we may believe hifiifelf, came with 

E intent to make anfwer if any thing ihould- 
objected again ft him by the earlat his death^ 
t others thonght he came to feed his eyes 
prith a fight of the earl s fufferings, and to fa* 
date his hatred with his blood. But being ad- 
monifhed not to prefs upon the earl at his death, 
which is the part rather of ignoble braces, he 
withdrew himfelf Amber off, and beheld hss 
execution ost of the armory. 


The 
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The ear], at foon as he was cone upoa the, 
Icaffbld, uncovered hit head, and, lifting op 
his eyes to Heaven, acknowledged that many, 
and great had been the fins of hit youth j for 
which, with tnoft fervent prayer, he begged 
pardon of the eternal maiefty of Ood, through 
Chrift his mediator; especially for this laft 
fin,* which he termed a bloody, crying, and; 
contagious fin, wherewith fi> many had been 
feduced to fin againft God, their prince, end' 
country* He befought the queen and her mi- 
ni lien to forgive him, praying for har long 
life and profperout eftato ; protefting withal, 
that he never intended to lay violent hands 
upon her perfon. He gave God thanks that 
he had never been asbetfi, or papift, but had 
placed all hit hope and confidence in the mo> 
rits of Chrift. He prayed God to ftrtngthfQ 
hit mind againft the terrors or death, denrlng 
the ftandert-by to join with him in a fhort 
prayer') which, with broken flgifs, and fer- 
vent afibAion of inward devotion, he prefcntly 
uttered. Afterwards, the executioner, liking 
forgivenefs, he forgave him: he recited the 
Apoftle’s Creed, and then, laying himfidf 
down, placed his neck upon the block ; and, 
having repeated the firft verfes of the fifty-firft 
pfalm, he faid, “ In humility and obedience, 
tproftrate rayfelf to my defervedpunlfoment : 
Thou, O God, have mercy on Thy preftrate 
fervent j into Thy hands, O Lord, I com-; 
mend my fpirit.” a ; 

* Hu 
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: u His luead was taken off at the third ftroke, 
but the firft took away >alj fcnfc and motion;” 

His cbara&er is ver^ fujly drawn by Sir 
Henry Wotton, very fairly by Sir Robert 
Naunton, very freely by Cambdee, and very 
finely touched by the maflcrly pen of the lord 
Clarendon ; neither are there wanting fonie 
ufeful touches in O (borne, Fuller, Lloyd, 
Winftanley, and other writers of lefs fame. 
It appears, from the comparifon of thefe, that, 
in refped to the public, be was truly a patriot, 
had a great regard to his fovereign’s honour, 
and tio lcfi» zeal for his country’s fervice; he 
valued himfelf on lofing a father and a bro- 
ther, and in fpending a great part of his fub- 
ftance in the caufe of both ; his projeds were 
high, but very honourable ; and the difficulties 
with which they were embarraffed, feeraed ra- 
ther to invite than to dejed him. He was, 
however, too covetous of royal favour, and 
fome fay, *hot refpedful enough to the 
royal perfon ; and, if there was any^truth in 
this, his fault was inexcusable, the queen pre- 
venting his merit by her favours, as well as 
rewarding it by honours ; nor did he feel the 
fatofhine only, but the dew of the court ; 
Juice, if the lord treafurer Buckhurft com- 
puted right, and he was no enemy to my lord 
of Effex, he received, in grants, pfnfions, 
and places, to the amount of three hundred 
thpufand pounds; but then, as he received all 
this from, he fpent it for, the public j and, if 



ROBERT DEVE'REUX. 9* 
he fometimes appeared covetous, it was, that 
he /night be always generous ; for, to his ho* 
nour be it fpoke, learning never approached 
him ungraced, merit unrewarded, or want 
without receding relief. His fovereign’s fa- 
vour he loft often ; the fidelity of his friends, 
and the affe&ion of the people, never ; yet he 
fonfelimes trufted thole who had been for- 
merly his enemies, and was not fortunate in all 
his enterprises ; which renders the wonder 
greater* . « 

As to his perfon, he is reported to have 
been tall, but not Vc.ry well made ; his coun- 
tenance referved ; his air rather martial than 
courtly, very carelefs in drefs, and very little, 
addicted to trifling •diverfions, Learned he 
was, and a lover of learned men ; /wrote with* 
that facility which is the true hiark of. genius % 
with that clofenefs and perfpicuity, which is« 
the happieft fruits of learning ; and that noble 
fiznplicity, which is the charaftfcriftic of * 
great mind. Sincere in his friend&ip* but? 
not fo careful as he ought to have been in, 
making a right ojioice ; found in morals, ex- 
cept in the point of gallantry ; and thoroughly 
well affe&ed to the proteftant religion, of 
which he had very juft notions, defpinng alike* 
the meannefs of (operftition and the hilly of 
infidelity. 

; T;H .& 
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JOHN KNOX. 


TOHN KNOX, (ho principal direflorof 
J the reformation in th« Scotch church, wae 
deftended of an ancient and honourable fa« 
mily ( and wai bom, (n the year ijoj, at 
Giifbrd, near Hadiftgtoun, in the county of 
Bait Lothian, in Scotland. He received thd 
drft part of hie education in the grammar-' 
fchool of Hadingtoun, and iron thence *a# 
removed to the univerfity of St. Andrew,' 
where he wu placed under the tuition of the 
oolebrated Mr. John Mair i and applied hhnfelf 
with fuch uncommon diligence to the acade- 
mical learning then in vogue, that, in n ihorf 
time,, and while yet very yoong, he obtained’ 
the degree of mailer of arts. 

At the bent of hia inclination led him 1 
ftrongly to the church, he turned the eourfe of 
Me nudiei early that way f and, by the ad- 
vantage of hia tutor'* inftru&ion*, foon became’ 
remarkable for hi* knowledge in fcholaJHe’ < 
theology t fo that he took pneft's ordert be*- 
fore the period ufually allowed by the canont : 
end, from being a learner of them, began 
MmJMf te teach, with great applauie, hi* be- 
loved 
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loved fcience. But, after fomt time, upon i 
careful peruial of thefethers of the church, and 
particularly the writings of St. Jcrotti and St; 
Auflin, his tafte was entirely altered. He 
quitted the cobweb fubrilty of the fchools»and 
applied to alplainer and more fimple divi* 
mty. / 

. At his enhance upon this new courfe of 
ftudy, he at^nded the preaching of Thomas 
Guilliam, / black- friar, whofe fermons were 
of extragrainary fervice to him. 'Hiis friar 
was provincial of his order in 1543, when 
the earl of Arran, then regent of Scotland; 
favoured the reformation; and Mr. George 
Wilhart, mentioned in our life of Beatoun, 
coming from England in the fucceeding year, 
with the commiluoners fent from king Henry 
VIII. Knox being of an inquifitive nature, 
learned from him the principles of theProteft* 
ants ; with which he was fo pleafed* that he 
renounced the Romifh religion, and became t 
jealous reformer, having left St. Andrews a 
little before, being appointed tutor to the ions 
ef the lairds of J 3 rmiftoun and Languidry, 
who were both favourers of the reformation. 

Mr. Knox’s ordinary residence was at Lao* 
guidry, where he not only inftru&ed his pu- 
pils in the feveral parts of learning, but was 
particularly careful to inftil into their minds 
the principles of piety and the proteftant reli- 
gion : hut this coming to the ears of the bi* 
Slop of St. Andrews, that prelate profecuted 

him 
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him with fuabfhrerity,* -that he was frequently 
pbligedtO abfcbnd^H arid Ay from placfe to 
places Whereupon, being < wearied with fuch 
cbritinual . dangers, he Ttfolved to - retire to 
Germany, in which the new opinions were 
/breading very faft .5 knowing tlf t in England, 
though the pope’s authority w. $ fupprefled, 
yet tlie greater part of his doctrin remained in 
&U vigour. But this dcfign bein'* much dif- 
Jibed by the fathers of both his p*pils, they, 
by their importunity, prevailed wi h him to 
go to St. Andrews, about Eafter, 1547 ; and, 
for his own fafctv, as well as of that of their 
children,, to take fhelter in the caftle, where 
they might all be feeure from the effoits of the 
papifts, and he be in a condition to inltrudt 
the young gentlemen. 

Here be began to teach his pupils in his 
ttfual niaoner. Bcfides the grammar, and the 
elaffica) authors, he read a catechifm to them, 
which he obliged them to gi\e an account of 
publicly in the parifli-church of St, Andrews. 
He likewife continued to read to them the 
gofpel of St.John, proceeding where he left 
©ff at his departure from Languidry. This 
left are he read at'* certain hour, in the cha- 
pel within the call k;, whereat feveral of the 
place were prefent. Among tbefe, * Mr. Henry 
Bolnaveis, and John Rough, preacher there, 
being pleafed with the manner of his do£irir>e, 
began carneflly to entreat him to take the 
preacher's place : but he abfolutely refufcd $ 

alledging. 
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ailed ging, that, he w^uld aot mn.wbere God 
had not called hiuW*lmcafcinfg r ' thsr.bewoold 
do nothing w i thou t a lawful vocation. Herd* 
opon they deliberating the matter in a cbriful* 
tation with Sic David Lindrfayi, of the Mount, 
lyon king at £rnjs, a perfon of great probity 
and learning! it was concluded to give .Mr, 
Kncftc a charge publicly by the mouth of the 
preacher. AJc rordingly, Mr, Rough, upon the 
day agreed^ preached a fermon concerning the 
election ft minifters ; and then addrefldd 
himfelf particularly to Mr. Knox, who w& 
by, and faid, “ Brother, ye (hall not be ofc 
fended, albeit 1 fpeak unto you that which I 
have in charge, even from all thefe that are 
here prefent; which is this : In the name. of 
God, and of his fon Jefus Chrift, ~andr in t\St 
name of thefe that prefently.call upon yOu by 
my mouth, I charge you that ye refufe not 
this holy vocation ; but, as you tender the 
glory of God, the increafe of Chrift's king- 
dom, the edification of your brethren, and the 
comfort df men, whom ye underftand* well 
enough to be oppgsfled by the multitude of law 
hours, that ye take upon you the public Office 
and charge of preaching, even as you look to 
avoid God’s heavy ditpleafure, and defire he 
ihould multiply his graces with you.” Then 
dire£ting<4iis fpeech to the audience, he faid, 
“ Was not this your charge to me, and do ye 
not approve this vocation ?” They anfwersdt 
“ it was, and we do approve it.” Whereat 
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fcfr, Kntix, abaJhcd, berft forth into moft 
tftaft tdairt tears, tndwtthdrtw into his cham- 
ber* ,;V' 

His countenance fend behaviour from that 
day to the day he was forced tc^prefent himfelf 
m the public place of preaching, fufficiently 
declared the grief and trouble taf his heart ; 
lor no man (aw any iign of z* irth in Slim, 
neither had he pleafure to accompany any man 
£br many days afterwards : but, San the Son- 
day appointed, amending the ^ pnlpit, he 
preached a fermon upon Dan. vii. 23 — 28 ; 
from which text he proved, to the fatisfh&ion 
of his auditors, that the pope was Anrichrift, 
and that the dodrine of the Roman church 


was contrary to the dodrine of Chrifl: and hrs 
apoftles. He likewife gave the notes both of 
the true church, and of the antichriftian 
church, Ire. of which he gives a foH account 
ill his hiftory. 

This ifrnum made a great noife ; and the 
popiih clergy being much incenfed at it, the 
ibfiot of Paifley, lately nominated 'to the fee 
of St. Andrew’s, and not yet confronted, 
wrote a letter to the fub-prior, who, fede Va* 
caute, was vicar-general, expreffing great fur* 
price, that fuch heretical and fchifmancal doc* 
trines were fuffbred to be taught without oppo* 
frtion, c 

Upon this rebuke, the fhb-prior catted a 
convention of grey and black friars, to meet 
in St. Leonard’s yard ; where, by our preach- 
ers being convened, they were charged with 

feveral 
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fevcral offences. Then the articles of the 
church were read, and the fub-prior entered 
into a conference with Mr. Knox, who, after 
that, difputed with one of the friars upon fe- 
veral controvjhcd points between the Papifts 
and the Prfteftants. ' Popery fenfibly loft 
ground by tljs difpute ; and the fupporters of 
it found thlmfelves obliged to take another 
method to maintain its reputation. 

An or&^ was puffed, obliging every learned 
perfon iirthe abby and univerfity to preach in 
the parilh churches by turns upon Sundays, 
and, in their fermons, not to touch upon any 
controverted points. But Mr. Knox rendered 
this caution ineffe&ual, by preaching on the 
week days ; when he* took occafion to praife 
God that Chrift Jefus was preached, and no- 
thing laid publicly againft the dodlrrne he had 
taught them ; protecting withal, that, if, in 
his abfence, they fhould fpeak any thing 
which they forbore while he was prefen t, 
that his hearers fhould fufpend their judgnfent 
till it fhould pleafe God they fhould hear him 
again. And he v&s fo fuccefsful in his work, 
that all the people in the caftJe, and a great 
number in riic town, openly profefTed the pro- 
teflant do&rine, and teftified it by partaking 
of the Lord’s Supper, in the fame manner it 
was adminiftered in the. church of Scotland, 
after the proteilant religion was eilablifbed by 
law, anno 1 56 o. “ And this,” fays a learned 
author, " m 1547# was, perhaps, the firft 
time that the Eucharifl was difpenfed with 
Vol.IV. F in 
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in Scotland in the way of the reformed 
•churches. 

Mr. Knox continued thus in the diligent 
difcharge of his miniftcrial work, till July in 
that year, when the cattle was Surrendered to 
the French. 

Mr. Knox, with the re ft, w& carried A o 
France, and remained a prifoner iin board* the 
gallies till the latter end of the War 1549; 
•when, being fet at liberty, he paltai to Eng- 
land 5 and going to London, wasvjherc li- 
cenfed, and appointed preacher, flrlt at Be* 
wick and next at Newcaille. 

During this employ, he received a fummons, 
in 1551, to appear before Cuthbert Tonftal, 
bifhop of Durham, for „ preaching againll the 
mafs. % 

In 1552, he was appointed chaplain to king 
Edwaid VI. and, the enfuing year, he had 
the grant of forty pounds per annum till 
fome beneiice in the church Ihould be conferred 
on him. The fame year he came into fome 
trouble on account of a bold fermori preached 
at NewcafHe, upon Chrilimas-day, againll 
the obllinacy of the Papifts : and, about the 
latter end of the year, viz. 1552, he returned 
to London j and, being well efteemed by his 
tnajeftv and fome of the court, for his zealous 
preaching againll the errors of tbs Romilh 
church, he was appointed to preach before the 
king and council at Weftminfter a little before 
Jiis xnajeily’s departure thence. 
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In this fermon he had feveral piercing 
glances againfl. fome great men, who were 
fecretly well withers to the old fuperftition, 
though outwardly they fubmitted to the then 
prefent eftabUfhmcnt. But, notwithftanding 
that it mfiil Ja ve been about this time, that 
the council Jlent to Cranmcr, archbiihop of 
CaifterburyJto bellow the living of Allhal- 
lpws, in LJndon, upon him, which accord- 
ingly was JmFered him ; but he refufed it, not 
caring tg/conform to the Englilh Liturgy as it 
then Hood. However, he llill held lus place 
of itinerary preacher; and, in the difeharge of 
that office, going to Buckinghamlhire, was 
greatly plealed with his reception at fome 
towns, particularly % at Amcrffiam, in that 
county ; and he continued to preach there, 
and at other places, fome time after queen 
Mary’s acceffion to the throne. 

But, in February that year, he left England, 
and, croffing the fea to Dieppe .♦in France, 
went from thence to Geneva ; where he had 
not been* long, when he was called bjf the 
congregation of^the Englilh refugees, then 
eftabliffied at Franckfort, to be preacher to 
them. This vocation he obeyed, though un- 
willingly, at the command of John Calvin ; 
and he continued at Franckfort till fome of 
the prirfipal perfons of his congregation, 
finding it impoffible to perfuade him to ufe 
the Englilh Liturgy, refolved to effeft his re- 
moval from the place. 

F 2 In 
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Jn that view, they accufed him to the ma- 
giitrates, of treafon, committed both againft 
their fovereign, the emperor of Germany, and 
alfo againft their own fovereign in |England, 
queen Mary ; and the magiilrates, not having 
it in their power to fave him, ifV he fhould be 
required, either by the emperof , or, in his 
name, by queen Mary ; gave hit* private no* 
tice thereof: which he no fooitr received, 
than he fet out for Geneva ; wMPe he ar- 
rived on the twenty-fixth of March, 5 5 , but 
flayed there only till Auguft following; when, 
refolving, after fo long an abfence, to make a 
vifit to his native country, he went to Scot* 
land. 

Upon his arrival there, which wa9 in the 
end of harveft, finding the profeflbrs of the 
reformed religion much encreafed in number, 
and formed into a fociety under the infpe&ion 
of fome teachers, he afrociated himfelf with 
them, and preached to them. Prefently after 
this., he accompanied one of them, the laird 
of Dun, to his feat in the north ; 'where he 
flayed a month, teaching agd preaching daily 
to confiderable numbers who reforted thither ; 
among whom were the chief gentlemen in that 
country. 

From thence returning to Lothian, he re- 
futed, for the moll part, in the houfe of Cal* 
der, with Sir James Sandilands, where he met 
with many perfons of the firfl rank ; viz. the 
maiftcr of Er&ine, afterwards earl of Mar ; 

the 
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the lord Lorn, afterwards the earl of Argyle ; 
lord James Stewart, prior of St. Andrews, af- 
terwards earl of Murray and regent of Scot- 
land. With thefe noble perfonages he converged 
familiarly, and confirmed them in the truth of 
the proteftanwdo&rine. 

In the wi Aer of 155$, he taught, for the 
mo it part, m Edinburgh. About Chriilmas, 
1556, he v*int to the weft-of Scotland, at the 
denre oyfome proteftant gentlemen, and 
preached on many places in Kyle ; and in fome 
he celebrated the Eucharift after the manner of 
the reformed churches. He vifited likcwife 
the earl of Glencairn, at his houfc of Fyn- 
laifton in the county of Renfrew, and admini- 
stered the facrament to his lordfhip’s family. 

From thefe weilern parts he returned to the 
eaft, and refided fome time in Calder, where 
many retorted to him both for dodtrine and the 
benefit of the facraments. • * ; - 

From thence he went a fecond tifxie to the 
laird of Dun’s houfe, in the county of Mearns, 
where he preached more publicly than before, 
and adminiftered the facraments to many per- 
fons of note at their defire. 

The popiih clergy being greatly alarmed at 
this fuccefs of Mr. Knox, in protecting the 
proteftant caufe, fummoned him to appear 
before thdfcn in the church of Black- Friars in 
Edinburgh, on the fifteenth of May, 15^65 
and feveral gentlemen of diftindtion, among 
whom was the laird of Dun, refolving to ftand 
by him, he determined to obey the lummons. 

F 3 But 
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But the profecution was dropped when thebi- 
fltops perceived fucli a confiderable party in his 
favour. However, he went to Edinburgh on 
the day on which he was cited ; where he 
preached to a greater audience tfian ever he 
had done before ; and in the bifl^p of Dun- 
k eld’s great houfe he taught, botl before and 
after noon, to great numbers, for 1 »en days. 

At this time, the earl of GleF -airn pre- 
vailed with the earl marifchaJ, and F*s truftee, 
Henry Drummond, to hear one of Mr? Knox’s 
fermons. They were extremely well fatisfied 
with his difeourfe, and propofed to him to 
wiitc to the queen- regent an earndt letter, to 
perfuade her, if poffible, to hear the proteft- 
ant doftrine. He complied with their defire, 
and wrote to her in May, 1556. The letter 
was delivered by the earl of Glencairn. The 
queen read it, and gave it to cardinal Bea- 
toun, with this farcallic expreflion, “ Pleafe 
yOu, my lord, to rr?d a pa/quil?’* 

This gave occafion to Mr. Knox f o make 
fome additions in his letter, which he printed 
afterwards, with the additions, at Geneva, in 

! 55 ? \ 

While our reformer was thus occupied in 
Scotland, he received letters from the Englifli 
congregation at Geneva, earncftly entreating 
him to come thither ; and, having ferioufly 
confidered this invitation, he determined to 
comply with it. Accordingly, in July, 15 $'6* 
he left Scotland, went firit to Dieppe, in 
France, and from thence to Geneva. 


He 
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He had no fooner turned his back, than the 
bilhop 3 fummoned him before them ; and, up- 
on his non-appearance, they patted fentence 
againtt him for heiefv, and burned him in ef- 
figy at the cjafs of Edinburgh. Againtt this 
he afterward! printed, at Geneva, in 1558, 
his appeal from the cruel and moll unjuffc 
fenFence pronounced againtt him by the falfe 
bifhops anyclergy of Scotland, with his fup- 
plication jk the nobility, cttatcs, and commo- 
nality oJ^he faid realm. 

On the tenth of March, 155?, feveral no* 
blemen, the chief promoters of the reforma- 
tion at that time in Scotland, judging their 
affairs to be in a pretty good pofturc, and be- 
ing fcn'fible of the ufefulnefs of Mr. Knox for 
the purpofe, fent him an exprefs, earneftly de- 
iiring him to return home. This- letter com- 
ing to his hands in May, 1557, he immedi- 
ately communicated it to his congregation, 
who were very unwilling to part # with him; 
but, having confulted with Mr. Calvin, and 
other minitters, they gave it, as their opinion, 
that he could no&refufe fuch a plain call, un- 
lefs he would declare himfelf rebellious to 
God, and unmerciful to his country. The 
congregation, upon this, yielded to his de- 
parture ; and he wrote back by the meffengers 
who bright the letter, that he would return 
to Scotland with all reafonable expedition. 

Accordingly, having provided for his flock 
at Geneva, he left them in the end of Sep- 
tember, and came to Dieppe, in his way to 
F 4 Scotland, 
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Scotland, on the twenty-fourth of O&ober. 
But there he unexpe&edly met with letter's 
from thence, contrary to the former, inform - 
ing him, that new confultations were entered 
into, and advifing him to Hay ?t Dieppe till 
the conclufion of them. This w( k s alio farther 
explained in another letter, dire£l\U to a fiiend 
of Mr. Knox, wherein he was toli . that many 
of thofe who had before joined ir* e the invita- 
tion, were becoming inconftant, aiS? began to 
draw back. V 

Upon the receipt of thefe advices, Mr. 
Knox wrote an expoftulatory letter to the lords 
who had invited him, concerning their rafh- 
nefs ; wherein he denounced judgments againft 
fuch as fhould be inconftant in the religion 
they now profefted. Befides which, he wrote 
feveral other letters from Dieppe, both to the 
nobility and profeffors of the reformed reli- 
gion of an inferior degree ; exhorting them 
to conftancy in that do&rine, and giving fome 
ufeful cautions againft the errors of fedtaries, 
which grew up about this time both in Ger- 
many and in England. 

In thefe letters he alfo enjoined them to 
give due obedience to authority in all lawful 
things ; and fuch an effeft had thefe letters on 
thofe who received them, that they, one and 
all, entered into an agreement too commit 
themfelves, and whatfoever God had given 
them, into his hands, rather than futier ido- 
latry to reign $ and the fubje&s be defrauded 
of the only food of their fou]s : and, that 

every 
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every one might be allured the more of one 
another, a common bond, or covenant, was 
made and entered into by them, dated at Edin- 
burgh, on the third of December, 1557. 

Mr. Knox Returned to Geneva in the begin- 
ingof I5$8,fnd the fame year he printed there 
his treatife, if: n titled, “ The Firft Blaft of the 
trumpet ag/inft the monftrous regiment of 
women,” J: le defigned to have wiitten a fub- 
fequent pjilce, which was to have been called, 
" The Second Blall but queen Mary of 
England dying foon after, The £irft Blaft was 
publifhed ; and he, having a great efteem for 
queen Elizabeth, whom he looked upon as an 
inftrunientraifed up, by the providence of God, 
for the good of the.Protefiants, he went no 
farther. 

In April, 1 559, he determined to return to 
his native country ; and, having a ftrong de- 
fire, in his way thither, to vifit thofc in Eng- 
land, to whom he had formerly pteached the 
Gofpel, he applied to Sir William Cecil, his 
old acquaintance, to procure leave for*that 
purpofe. But tins petition was fo far from 
being granted, tliat the mefienger, whom he 
fent to follicit that favour, very narrowly 
efcaped imprifonment. Hereupon he made 
the bell of his way to Scotland, where he ar- 
rived on*the fecond of May, 1559 ; and Was 
very adtivein promoting the reformation there, 
as appears from the fecond book of his hiftory, 
which contains a full account of hia conduct 
F 5 m 
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till the Proteftants were obliged to apply to 
England. For carrying on which tranfa&ion, 
in July, this year, he was pitched upon to 
meet Sir William Cecil incognito at Stamford; 
but his journey being retarded bej the danger 
ot paffing near the French, whcSlay at Dun- 
bar, he was afterwards fent, in ci'npany with 
Mr. Robert Hamilton, another plfoteftant mi- 
nifter, to negotiate thefe affairs b^jween the 
Proteftants in Scotland and queen EWzabeth. 

When they came to Berwick, they remained 
fome days with Sir James Crofts, the gover- 
nor, who undertook to manage their bufinefs 
for them, and advifed them to return home, 
which they did. Secretary Cecil fent alfo an 
ar.fwer to the proteflant 'nobility and gentry, 
concerning their propofals to queen Elizabeth ; 
which was fo general that they were very near 
revolving to break off the negotiation, had not 
Mr. Knox interpofed with fo much earneftnefs 
that they allowed him to write once more to 
the fecretary. To this letter there wa^ ouickly 
fent^an anfwer, defiring that fome perfons of 
credit might be fent to confer with the En- 
gliffi at Berwick ; and the fame letter in- 
formed them, that there was a fum of money 
ready to be delivered for carrying on the com- 
mon caufe; affuring them, that, if the lords 
of the congregation were willing to £hter into 
a league with queen Elizabeth, upon honour- 
able terms, they fhould neither want men or 
money. 

Upon 
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Upon this anfwer, Mr. Henry Balnavers, a 
man well refpedted in both kingdoms, was fent 
to Berwick, who Toon returned with a fum of 
money, which defrayed the public expence till 
November; .avhen John Cockburne, of Or- 
milloun, be^g fent for thefecond fupport, re- 
ceived it, tit fell into the hands of earl Both- 
well , who bok the money from him. 

In the interim, Mr. Knox was criofen mi- 
niller of/Edinburgh in July ; but, being 
obligt-dYo attend the lords, while the agree- 
ment was in dependance, Mr.*Willock was 
left in Edinburgh to officiate in his room. 

The effeft of thefe negotiations was, the 
fending of an army under the command of 
the duke of Norfolk ; which being joined by 
almoft all the great men in Scotland, at laft 
a peace was procured and concluded between 
the two kingdoms, on the eighth of July, 
1560. 

The'congregationers being freed 6y this peace 
from any diiturbance, made feveral regulations 
towards propagating and eftablifhing the new 
religion ; and, : o order to have the reformed 
doctrine preached throughout the kingdom, a 
divifion was made thereof into twelve diltriCts, 
(for the whole number of the reformed mini- 
flers at this time was only twelve) ; whereby 
the diitrift of Edinburgh was affigned to Mr. 
Knox. Thefe twelve minifters compofed 
a confeflion of faith, which was afterwards 
ratified by parliament. They alio compiled 
die firlt books of difcipline for that church. 

F 6 In. 
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In December, this year, Mr. Knox buried 
his firft wife, Margery Bowes, an Englilh wo- 
man, for whole lots he-was much grieved. In 
January, the following year, 1561, we find 
him engaged in a difpute, concerning the con- 
troverted points of religion, again jf Mr. Alex- 
ander Anderfon, fub-principal 01 the king's 
college at Aberdeen ; and Mr. J^ohn Lefiie, 
afterwards biftiop of Rofs. InMarui, 1560-1, 
Mr. John Spottifwood was admitt^j fuperin- 
tendant of Lothian by Mr. Knox. \^nd the 
fame year, on the twentieth of Auguft, 5561, 
Mary, queen of Scots, arrived at Leith from 
France. 

From her firft arrival, her majefty fct up a 
private mafs in her own chapel ; which after* 
wards, by her protection and countenance, 
was much more frequented. This excited the 
zeal of Mr. Knox, who exprefled himfelf with 
great warmth againft allowing it ; and an aCl 
of the privy-council being proclaimed at the 
market-crofs of Edinburgh, forbidding any di- 
fturbancc to be given to this practice, under 
pain of death, on the twenty-fifth of that 
month, Mr. Knox openly, in his fermon the 
funday following, declared, that one mafs 
was more frightful to him than ten thoufand 
armed enemies landed in any part of the 
realm. 

This freedom of fpeech gave great offence 
to the court, and the queen herfclf had a long 
conference with him upon that and other fub- 
jefls ; at which times he is reported to have 

afted 
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atted a part not quite becoming the humility 
of a fubjeft to his fovereign. 

In 1562, we find him employed in recon- 
ciling the earls of Bothwell and Arran; which 
is an evidence how much he was regarded 
by the mo? eminent perfons in the kingdom, 
and how nuch intereft he had with them. 
The fame • ear, the queen, being informed that 
her uncle were like to recover their former 
intereft jf.t the court of France, received the 
news v^’th great joy. Mr. Knox hearing of 
her behaviour, and apprehending that the 
power of her relations would produce difmal 
effetts, in prejudice of the reformed intereft 
in thefe parts, he thought fit to preach a fer- 
mon, wherein he taxed the ignorance, vanity, 
and defpite of princes againft all virtue, and 
againft all thofe in whom hatred of vice and 
love of virtue appeared. This, and other 
expreflions, in reproof of dancing for joy, 
at the difpleafure taken againft God’s people, 
coming to the ears of the queen, her majefty 
fent for him, and had a fecond conference 
with him. 

This year alfo ne was appointed by the general 
aflembly, commiflioner to the counties of Kyle 
and Galloway ; and, by his influence, feveral 
of the moil eminent gentlemen entered into a 
covenant, which was fubferibed on the fourth of 
September, 1562. 

From the fhire of Air he went to Nithfdale 
and Galloway, and had feveral conferences 

about 
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about matters of great importance with the 
matter of Moxwell ; and, from this county he 
wrote to the duke of Chaterault, giving him 
cautions both againft the bifhop of St. An- 
drews and the earl of Huniley, w$pfc councils 
he judged might prove obnoxious to the Pro- 
teftants. At this time he accepted ^challenge, 
made by an eminent perfon among Rie Papifts, 
to a public deputation upon the rnlfs, which 
continued the fpace of three days, arn^ was af- 
terwards printed. 

In the beginning of the queen’s firft parlia- 
ment, Mr. Knox endeavoured to excite the 
earl of Murray to appear with zeal and cou- 
rage to get the articles of Leith eftablilhed 
by law but finding him cooler than he cx- 
pe&ed, there followed a breach between 
them, which continued for a year and a half: 
and, after the bill was rejected, the parlia- 
ment not joeing diflolved, he preached a 
fermon before a great many of the members, 
whergin he expieflbd his fenfe of tha* matter 
with vehemency ; and, at the clofe, declared 
his abhorrency of the queen’:, marrying a pa- 
pift. This gave great offence to the court ; 
and her majetty, fending for him a third 
time, expreifed mucji paflion, and thought ta 
have punifhed him, but was prevailed upon to 
deiill at that time. 

The enfuing year, lord Darnley being mat- 
lied to the queen, was advifed by the Proteft- 
ants about Court to hear Mr. Knox preach, a» 

thinking. 
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thinking it would contribute much tor procure 
the good will of the people. At their defire 1 
he went, on the nineteenth of Auguft, to the 
high church ; but was fo much offended at the 
fermon, that he complained to the council, 
who immediately ordered Mr. Knox before 
them, and forbid him to preach for fever al 
days. 

The general affembly, which met in De- 
cember 'Sis year, in their fourth feflion, ap- 
pointed Mr. Knox to draw up a confolatory 
letter in their name, to encourage the mini- 
flers to continue in their vocations, which 
many were under temptation to leave fo t 
want of fubfiftance $ and to exhort the pro- 
feffors of the realmf to fupply their neceifities. 
He was alfo appointed by this affembly to 
vifit, preach, and plant, the kirks of the 
(outh, till the next affembly, and to remain as 
long as he could at that work, tie requelled 
the general affembly, which met at Edin- 
burgh, «in December, i$66, that he gnight 
have leave to go to England to vifit two 
of his fons, anc> for other neceffary affairs in 
that kingdom ; and the members being in- 
formed, that fome worthy and learned divines 
in England were profecuted by the bifhops, 
becauw they refufed to ufe the ecclefiaftical 
habits, 'taufed a letter to be written, and fent 
by Mr. Knox, wherein, with great earncil- 
nefs, they in treated, that they might deal 
gently with fuch miniflers as were ferupu- 
lous. 


In 
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In 1567, Mr, Knox preached a fermon at 
the coronation of king James VI. of Scotland, 
and afterwards the Firft of Great-Britain. 
This year is very remarkable in Scotland, 
upon account of the great turn oi^ffairs there 
by qneen Mary’s rengning the government, 
and by the appointment of the earl of Murray 
to be regent. The firft parliament which was 
called by the earl met upon the fifteenth of 
December. It was a very numerous conven- 
tion of all the eftates, and Mr. Knox R eached 
a very zealoue fermon at the opening of it ; 
and he was extremely affli&ed at the regent’s 
death in 1569. 

In 1571, the Hamiltons and others, who 
had entered into a combination againft the earl 
of Lenox, then regent, began to fortify the 
town of Edinburgh. While they were thus 
employed, a council was held by them in the 
caftle on the fourth of May ; where the laird 
of Grange, captain of the callle, propofed 
that they might give fecurity for the perion of 
Mr. knox, which was alfo much defired by 
the town’s people. The Hamiltons an- 
fwered, That they could not promife him fe- 
curity upon their honour, bccaufe there were 
many in the town who loved him not, befides 
other diforderly people that might do him 
harm without their knowledge. 

Upon this anfwer, which plainly (hewed no 
good intention to Mr. Knox, his friends in 
tne town, with Mr. Craig, his collegue, at 
their head, entreated him to leave the place; 

in 
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in compliance with their requefts, he left Edin- 
burgh on the fifth of May ; he went firft to 
Abbotftiall in Fife, and thence to St. Andrew’s, 
where he remained till the twenty- third of 
Auguft 157% 

This year there was a convention of the 
minifters at Leith, where it was agreed, that 
a certain kind of epifcopacy (hould be intro- 
duced into the church, which was zealoufiy 
oppofed by our reformer. The troubles of 
the country being much abated, and the peo- 
ple of Edinburgh, who had been obliged to 
leave it, being returned, they fent two of 
their number to St. Andrews, to invite Mr. 
Knox to return to them, and to afk his advice 
about the choice of another minifter to affift 
him during the time of the troubles. The 
fuperintendant of Lothian was with them, 
when they prefented the lotter $ which, when 
Mr. Knox had perufed, he consented to return, 
upon this condition, that he (ho\ild not be 
defired in any fort to ceafe (peaking againft 
the treafonable dealings of thole who nela out 
the cattle of Edinburgh ; and this he defired 
them to fignify to the whole brethren, left 
they fhoula afterwards repent ; and, after his 
return, he repeated thele words more than 
once, to his friends there, before he entered 
the pulpit; they anfwered, that they never 
meant to put a bridle on his tongue, but defired 
him to fpeak according tQ his confidence, as 
in former times, * They alfo requefted his ad- 
vice upon the choice of a minifter ; and, after. 

fome 
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feme debates, they agreed upon Mr. James 
Lawfon, Tub- principal of the king’s college 
at Aberdeen. 

Mr. Knox left St. Andrew’s on the feven- 
teenth of Auguft, and came to 4, Leith on the 
twenty- third. Upon the laft day of that 
month, he preached in the great kirk ; but 
his voice was become very weak, and there’* 
fore he defired another place to teach in, 
where his voice might be heard, if it were 
but by an hundred perfons; which was grant- 
ed: after which Mr. Knox continued to 
preach in the Tol booth as long as he had 
ftrength ; but his health received a great (hock 
from the news of the maflacre of the protef- 
tants at Paris, about this time. However, 
he introduced it into his next fermon, with his 
nfual denunciation of God’s vengeance there- 
on, which he defired the French ambaflador, 
monfieur La Crocque, might be acquainted 
with. On funday November the ninth 1572, 
he admitted Mr. Lawfon a minifter qf Edin- 
burgh. But his voice was fo weak, that very 
few could hear him ; he declared the mutual 
duty between a minifter and his Hock; he 
praifed God, that had given them one in his 
room, who was now unable to teach, and de- 
fired that God might augment his graces to 
him a thoufand-fold above that which he had, 
if it were his pleafure, and ended with pro- 
nouncing the blefling. 

From this day he haftened to his end. 
Upon theeleventh, he was feized with a violent 

cough 
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cough ancl great pains of the body ; fo that 
upon the thirteeenth, he was obliged to give 
over his ordinary reading of the fcriptures. 
During his ficknefs he was vifited occafionally 
by the .rarl o£ Morton, and others of the prin- 
cipal nobility and gentry. But his decay Hill 
increafing, he refigned his breath on Monday 
the twenty fourth of November 1572, with 
great piety, refignation, and trull in God; 
fuch as well became the principal dire&or of 
the reformation of religion in Scotland. He* 
was interred on the twenty lixtht in the kirk- 
yard of St. Giles’s, the corpfe being attended 
by feveral lords who were then in Edinburgh, 
and particularly the earl of Morton, that day 
chofen regent, who,* as foon as he was laid in 
his grave, faid, “ There lies a man who never 
in his life feared the face of a man, who hath 
been often threatened with dug and dagger, 
but ye.t hath ended his days in pe^ice and ho- 
nour. For he had God’s providence watch- 
ing ovei him in a fpecial manner, whep his 
very life was fought. 

As to his chara&er, he was one of thofc ex- 
traordinary pen ions, of whom few, if any, 
are obferved to fpcak with fuflicient temper. 
All that we find of him in this way, are either 
extravagant encomiums on one hand, orfenfe- 
lefs inveAives on the other. We fhall there- 
fore conclude what relates thereto in the words 
of Mr. Stripe, who hath dealt candidly with 
his memory; and "having fpoken of his reli- 
dence in England and Geneva, clofes his ac- 
count 
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count thus: “ In May 1559* he returned to 
his own country to forward the reformation, 
where he lived to the day of his death ; 
but his violent methods and diiloyal behaviour 
towards the queen of Scots, is generally con* 
demned. As to his family, he was twice 
married ; firft, to Margery Bowes, an Englifh- 
woman ; by whom he had two fons, Natha- 
niel and Eleagan, and, we mull not omit to 
mention that the ingenious Mr. Robertfon, 
draws a favourable pidturc of John Knox, 
and attributes. moll of the exceptionable parts 
of his chara&er to the fpirit of the times he 
lived in. 
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Edmund Spencer. 

< * ) 

E Dmun'd Spencer was born in Lon- 
don, and educated at Pembroke-hall in 
Cambridge. The accounts of the birth and 
&im!y of this great man are bun obfcure and 
' < itttperfe&, and at his firft fetting out into life, 
Ida fortune and interelk feem to have been very 
inconfiderable. After he had fome time con- 
tinued at the college, and laid that foundation 
of learning, which, joined to his natural ge- 
nius, qualified him to rife to fo great an ex- 
cellency, he flood for a fellow Ihip, in compe- 
tition with Mr. Andrews, a gentleman in holy 
orders, and afterwards lord bilhdj> of Win- 
chefier, jn which he was unfuccefsful. This 
disappointment, joined with the narrown£Ts of 
jhia circum fiances,, forced him to quit the uni- 
verfity ; and we find him next reading at the 
houfe of a friend in the north, where he fell 
in love with his Rofalind, whom he finely ce- 
lebrates in his pafioral poems, and of whole 
cruelty he hath written fuch pathetical com- 
plaints. It is ' probable that about this time 
Spencer’s genius began firft to diftinguifh it- 
felf 5 for. The herd's Calendar, which h 
fo full of his unprofperouspalfion for Rofalind, 
r was 
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was amongft the fir ft of his works of note* 
and the fuppofition is ftrengthed, by the con- 
fideration of poetry’s being frequently the 
offspring of love and retirement. This work 
he addrefled, by a ihort dedigation, to the 
Maecenas of his age, the immortal Sir Philip 
Sidney. This gentleman was now in the 
higheft reputation, both for wi%£fad gallantry, 
and the molt popular of all the courtiers of 
his age ; and, as he was himfelf a writer, and 
efpecially excelled in the fabulous or inven- 
tive part of poetry ; it is no wonder he was 
{truck with our author’s genius, and became 
fenfible of his meiit. A ltory is told of him 
by Mr. Hughes, which I fhall prefent to the 
reader, as itferves to illqftrate the great worth 
and penetration of Sidney, as well as the ex* 
cellent genius of Spencer. It is faid that our 
poet was a ftrangcr to this gentleman, when 
lie began to write his Fairy Queen, and that 
he took occafton to go to Leicelter-houfe, and 
introduce himfelf, by fending in to Mr. Sid- 
neys copy of the ninth canto of thefifft book of 
that poem. Sidney was much furprifed with 
the defeription of dcfpair m that canto, and 
is faid to have fhewn an unufual kind of 
tranfport on the difeovery of fo new and un- 
common a genius. After he had read fome 
Itanzas, he turned to his fteward, aiyl bid him 
give the perfon who brought thofe verfes fifty 
pounds ; but upon reading the next ftanza, 
Reordered the fum to be. defied. The ftew- 
a;d was no lefs furprifed than his mafter, and 

though 
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thought it his duty to make Tome delay in exe- 
cuting lb fuddeu and lavish a bounty ; but 
upon reading one ftanza more, Mr. Sidney 
railed the gratuity to two hundred pounds, 
and commancjfd the He ward to give it imme- 
diately, left as he read further he might be 
tempted to give away his whole eftate. From 
this time he admitted the author to his ac- 
quaintance and converfation, and prepared 
the way for his being known and receive 
cd at court. Though this feemed a pro- 
mifing omen, to be thus introduced to court, 
yet he did not inftantly reap any advantage 
from it. He was indeed created poet laureat 
to queen Elizabeth, but he for fome time wore 
a barren laurel, and pqfTelTed the place without 
the penfion. Lord-trcafurer Burleigh, under 
whole difplcafure Spencer laboured, took cartf 
to intercept the queen’s favours to this unhap- 
py great man. As misfortunes have the moft in- 
fluence on elegant and poliihed minds, foitwas 
no wonder that Spencer was much deprefTed by 
the cold Inception he met with from the great; 
a circumftance which not a little detracts from 
the merit of the mmifters then in power : for 
1 know not if all the political tranfa&ions of 
Burleigh are fufficient to counterballance the 
infamy- affixed on his name, by profecuting 
refentment againft diftrefied merit, and keep- 
ing him, who was the ornament of the times, 
as much diftant as poffible from the approach 
r of competence. 1 

Theft 
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Thefe difcouragements greatly funk our 
author’s fpirit, ana accordingly we find him 
pouring out his heart, in complaints of fo in- 
jurious and undeferved a treatment ; which, 
probably, would have been lefiT unfortune to 
him, if his noble patron, Sir Philip Sidney, 
had not been fo much abfent from court, as by 
his employments abroad, and the (hare he had 
in the Low- Country wars, he was obliged to 
be. In a poem, called, The Ruins of Time, 
which was written fome time after Sidney’s 
death, the author feems to allude to the dif- 
couragement I have mentioned, in the follow- 
ing <anza : 

u O grief of griefs, O gall of all good hearts ! 

“ To fee that virtue (hould dilpifed be, 
f € Of fuch as firft were rais’d for virtue’s parts. 
And now broad- fpreading like an aged 
tree, 

“ Let none (hoot up that nigh them planted 

be; , 

** <s> let not thefe, of whom the mufe is fcorned, 

Alive, or dead, be by the mufe adorned. 

Thefe lines are certainly meant to refleft on 
Burleigh for negle&ing him, and the lord- 
treafurer afterwards conceived a hatred to- 
wards him for the fatire he apprehended was 
levelled at him, in Mother Hubb&rd’s Tale. 
In this poem, the author has, in the mod live- 
ly manner, pointed out ther* istortune of de- 
pending on court-favou/t. \The lines which 
follow are, among others, very remarkable. \ 

" Fu\Y\ 



EDMUND SPENCER, m 

14 Full little knoweft thou, that baft not try’d, 

44 What hell it is in fuing lone to bide, 

44 To dole good days, that nights be better fpent, 

44 To wafte long nights in penfive difcontent ; 

44 To fpeed today, to be put back to-morrow, 

44 To find in hope, to pine with fear and forrow; 

44 To have thy prince’s grace, yet want her 
peers, 

44 To have thy afking, yet wait many years. 

44 To fret thy foul with crofles, and with care, 

44 To eat thy heart, through comfortlefs de- 
fpair ; ® 

*•* To fawn, tocrouch, to wait, to ride, to run, 

44 To fpend, to give, to want, to be undone.” 

As this was very mAch the author’s cafe, it 
probably was the particular paffage in that 
poem which gave offence ; for as Hughes ve- 
ry elegantly obferves, even the fighs of a mife- 
rable man, are fometimes refen tetf as an af> 
front, by him who is the occafion of them. 
There is a little ftory, which feems fouiyded 
on the grievance juft now mentioned, and is 
related by fome as *a matter of fadl commonly 
reported at that time. It is faid, that upon 
his prefenting fome poems to the queen, (he 
ordered him a grutuity of one hundred pounds, 
but the lord-treafurer Burleigh obje&ing to it, 
£ud, witiXforae fcom, of the poet, of whofe 
merit he totally ignorant, 44 What, aH 
this for a fong ?3 sXhe oa dfen replied, 44 Then 

£ Ve him what is reahS^.” Spencer for fome 
ne waited, but had tne mortification to find 
Vol. IV. G himfelf 
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himfeJf difappointed of her m&jefty’s bounty. 
Upon this he took an opportunity to prefent a 
paper to queen Elizabeth, in the manner of 
a petition, in which he reminded her of the 
order Ihe had given, in the following lines : 

€€ I was promis'd on a time 
4t To have reafon for my rhime, 

“ From that time, unto this feafon, 
gi I receiv'd nor rhyme, nor reaion. 

This paper produced the intended effeft, 
and the queen, after lharply reproving the 
treafurer, immediately diretted the payment 
of the hundred pounds (lie had firft ordered. 
In the year 1579 be w£s fent abroad by the 
carl of Leicelter, as appears by a copy of 
Latin verfes, dated from Leicefter-houfe, and 
addreffed to his friend Mr. Hervey ; but Mr. 
Hughes h^s not been able to determine in what 
fervice he was employed. 

■JVhen the lord Grey of Wilton was chofen 
deputy of Ireland, Spencer was recommended 
to him as fecretary. This drew him over to 
another kingdom, and fettled him in a feene 
of life very different from what he had for- 
merly known , but, that he underftood, and 
discharged his employment with (kill and ca- 
pacity, appears fufficiently by his r^icourfe on 
.the Hate of Ireland, in which tH$e are many 
folid and judicious (hew him no^ 

iefs qualified for the b^finefs of the (late, than 
for the entertainment'of the mufes. His life 

'was 



EDMUND SPENCER. 123 
was now freed from the difficulties under 
which it had hitherto ftruggled, and his fer- 
vices to the crown received a reward of a' 
grant from qu^fh Elizabeth of three thoufand 
acres of land in the county of Cork. His houfe 
wasat Kilcolman, and the river Mu Ua, which he 
has, more than once, fo finely introduced in his 
poems, ran through his grounds. Much about 
this time he contra&ed an intimate friendfhip 
with the great and learned Sir Walter Raltigh, 
who was then a captain under the lord Grey. 
The poem of Spencer’s, called, C?olin Clout’s 
come home again, in which Sir Walter Ra- 
liegh is deferibed under the name of the 
Shepherd of the Oceap, is a beautiful memo- 
rial of this friendfhip, which took its rife from 
a fimilarity of tafte in the polite arts, and 
which he agreeably delcribes, with a foft- 
nefsand delicacy peculiar to him. Sir Walter 
afterward promoted him in queen V.lizabcth’s 
eflecm, through whofe recommendations {he 
read his waitings. » 

He now fell in love a fecond time, with 
a merchant’s daugfither, in which, fays Mr. 
Cooper, author of The Mufe’s Libiary, he was 
more fuccefsful than in his firft amour. He 
wrote upon this occafion a beautiful epitha- 
lamium, with which he prefen ted the lady on 
the bridal^ay, _and has configned that day 
and her to immortality, ~n this pleafant, eaf y 
> fituation our St finifhed the cele- 

% lebrated poem of Tfk Fairy Queen, which 
1 was begun and continual at different intervals 
G 2 of 
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of time, and of which he at fird published on- 
ly the three firft books ; to thele were added 
three more, in a following edition, but the 
fix lafl books (excepting the two cantos of 
mutability) were unfortunately loll . by his 
fervant, whom he had in hade fent before him 
into England ; for though he palled his life for 
fome time very ferenely here, yet a train of 
misfortunes dill purfued him, and in the re- 
bellion of the earl of Dcfmond he was plun- 
dered and deprived of his edate. This diidrefs 
forced him to return to England, where, for 
the want of his noble patron. Sir Philip Sid- 
ney, he was plunged into new calamines, as 
that gallant hero died of the wounds he had 
received at Zutphen. It is faid by Mr. 
Hughes, thatSpencer furvived his patron about 
twelve years, and died the fame year with his 
powerful enemy the lord Burleigh, 1598. 
He was buried, fays he, in Weftminfter-Ab- 
bey, near the famous GeofFery Chaucer, as 
he J>ad defired ; his obfequies were*, attended 
by the poets of that time, and others, 
who paid the lad honour* to his memory. 
Several copies of verfes were thrown after him 
into his grave, and his monument was ereded 
at the charge of the famous Robert Devereux, 
the unfortunate earl of E/Tex. 

This is the account given bjrfhe editor 
of the death of Spencer, but tfcfre is fome 
reafon to believe th^he only upon ima- 
gination, as he has pn^&uced no authority to ' 
fupport his opinion, Specially as I find in a 

book 
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book of great reputation, another opinion* 
delivered upon probable grounds. The in- 
genious Mr. Drummond of Hawthror.den, a 
noble wit of Scotland, had an intimate cor- 
refpondence \fith all the geniufes of his time 
who refided at London, particularly the fa~ 
mous Ben Johnfon, who had fo high an opi- 
nion of Mr. Drummond’s abilities, that Ire 
took a journey into Scotland in order to con- 
verfe with him, and flayed fome time at his 
houfe at Hawthronden. After Ben Johnfon 
departed, Mr. Drummond, careful to 4 ft tain 
what palTed between them, wrote dertvn the 
heads of their convocation ; which hepublifli- 
ed amongfl his poems and Hiilcry of the Five 
James's, kings of Scotland. Amongft other 
particulars there is this : “ Ben Johnfon 

told me that Spencer’s goods were robbed by 
the Irifh in Defmond’s rebellion, his houfe 
and a little child of his burnt, and Jic and his 
wife nearly cfcaped that he afterwards died 
in King-jlreet by abfolute . want of brqpd ; 
and, that he refufed twenty pieces fent him by 
the earl of Eflex, fcnd gave this anfvver to the 
perfon who brought them, That he Was fure 
he had no time to fpend them.’* Mr. Drum- 
mond’s works, from whence I extracted the 
above, are printed in a thin quarto, and may 
be feen at<\Mr. Wil Ton’s, at Plato’s head in the 
Strand. l\jve bzen thus particular in the 
quotation, tnll^oone^flay fufpeft fuc’i ex- 
traordinary circumfflffSyto be advanced upon 
imagination. In the iyfeription on his tomb^ 
G 3 in 
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in Weftmiufler- Abbey, it is laid he was born 
in the yeay 1510, and died in 1 £96 ; Cajnbden 
fays 1598 : but in regard to his birth they 
mull both be miflaken, for it is by no means 
probable he was born fo early at, i«> 10, if we 
may judge by the remarkable circumflance of 
his Handing for a fellowfhip in competition 
with Mr. Andrews, who was not born, accord- 
ing to Hughes, till 15^5. Befides, if this ac- 
count of his biith be true, he mull have been 
fixty years old when he firfl publifhed his 
Shepherd’s Calendar, an age not very proper 
for love ; and in this cafe it is no wonder that 
the beautiful Rofalind flighted his addrefles ; 
and he mull have been fevpnty years old when 
he entered into bu finds vndcr lord Grey, who 
was created Deputy of Ireland in 1580: for 
which rea/bns we may fairly conclude, that 
the infeription is idle, either by the er- 
ror of the carver, or peihaps it was put on 
when the "monument was repaired. There 
aievery few particulars of tin’s great poet, and 
it nfufl be a mortification to ali lovers of the 
mufes, that no one can be found concerning 
the life of one, who was the greateft orna- 
ment of his profeflion. No writer ever found 
a nearer way to the heart than he, and his 
verfeshavc a peculiar happinefs of recommend- 
ing the author to our fiicndlhip^as well as 
railing our admiration ; one cannj? p ' read him 
without fancying o^es fclftgplu ported into 
fairy land, and thtw^PS??vcrfing with the 
graces in that inchanUA region. In elegance 
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of thinking and fertility of imagination, few 
of oiir Engliih authors have approached him, 
and no writers have fuch power as he to awake 
the fpirit of poetry in others. Cowley owns 
thathederiveiinfpiration from him ; and 1 have 
heard the celebrated Mr. James Thompfon, 
the author of the Seafons, and juftly efteemed 
one of our belt deferiptive poets, fay, that he 
formed himfelf upon Spencer ; and how clofe- 
ly he purfued his model, and how nobly he 
has imitated him, whoever reads his Caftle of 
Indolence with Talle, will readily confefs. 
Mr. Addifon, in his Charaftcrs of the Englilh 
poets, add relied to Mr. Sacheverel, thus fpeaks 
of Spencer : 


4i Old Spencer next, warm’d with poetic rage. 
In antient tales amus’d a barbarous age ; 

4< An age, that yet uncukivate and rude, 

44 Where’er the poet’s fancy led, purfuM 
“ Thro’ pathlefs iields,and unfrequented floods, 
4t To dcqs of dragons, and enchanted woods. 

“ But now the miilic tale, that pleas’d of fore, 
4t Can charm an u«derftanding age no more; 


The long-fpun allegories, fulfome grow, 

4t While the dull moi.il lies too plain below. 
“ We view well pleafed at dillance, all the" 
fights, 

44 Of ain't!, and palfiies, battles, fields, and 

%s, _ _ " 

u And darnift* in diflsffs, and courteous 


nights? il,E ^ 
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But when we look too near, the (hades decay, 
44 And all the pleating landicape fades away.” 

It is agreed on all hands, that the diftrefles 
©f our author helped to (hortenCiis days ; and 
indeed, when his extraordinary merit is con- 
tidcrcd, he had the hardeft meafure of any of 
our poets. It appears from different accounts, 
that he was of an amiable, fweet difpofition, 
humane and generous in his nature. Betides 
the Fairy Queen, we find he had written fe- 
veral other pieces, of which we can only trace 
out the titles. Amongft thefe the mofl con* 
fiderable were nine comedies, in imitation of 
the commedies of his admired Ariofio, irn- 
Icribed with the names ‘of the nine mufes. 
The reft which we have mentioned in his let- 
ters,, and thofe of his friends, are Dying 
Pelicane, his Pageants, Stommata, Dudleyana, 
The Canticles paraphrafed, Ecclefiaftes, Se- 
ven PftJms, Houfe of our Lord, Sacrifice of 
a Sinner, Purgatory, A Seven Nights Slum- 
ber, w fhe Court of Cupid and Hell of Lovers. 
It is likewife (aid he had written a treatife in 
profe, called,. The Englilh Poet 5 as for the 
epithalamium, Thamcfis, and his Dreams, 
both mentioned by himfelf in one of his letters, 
Mr. Hughes thinks they are ftill preferved, 
though under different names. appears 
from what is faid of the Dreams,^; his friend 
Mr. Hervey, that f tov wgrfr jfrr’ imitation of 
Petrarch’s Vifions. 4^?^roduce authorities 
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ih favour of Spencer, as a poet, T (hould rec- 
kon an affront to his memory ; that is a tribute 
I (hall only pay to inferior wits, whofe higheft' 
honour it is to be mentioned with refpedt, by 
geniufesof %fuperiorclafs. 

The works of Spencer will never periih, 
though he has introduced unneceffaiily many 
obfofcte terms into them, there is a of 
poetry, an elegance of fentiment, a fund of 
imagination, and an inchanting cnthufjafm, 
which will ever fecure him the applaufes of 
poftcrity, while any lovers of ppetry remain. 
We find little account of the family which 
Spencer left behind him, only that in a few 
particulars of his life, prefixed to the lad folio 
edition of his works* it is faid, that his great- 
grandfon, Hugolin Spencer, after tire reft ora- 
tion of king Charles II. was reftored by the 
court of claims to fo much of the lands a* 
could be found to have been his anceftor’s. 
There is another remarkable prdla^e, of which, 
fays Hqghcs, I can give the reader much bet- 
ter affiirar.ee : that a per/bn came over* from 
Inland, in king William’s rime, to follicit the 
iiimc affair, arrd brought with him letters or" 
recommendation, as a ddcendent of Spencer. 
His name procured him a favourable recep- 
tion, and applied himfelf particulaily to MV. 
Cougrev*, by whom he wa^ generoufly recoru- , 
meaded r>the favour of the eail of HJJfax, 
w ho was tfre* at the J-wad of the tre..furr.; 
and by that meaWSV^fbtaiucd his fuit. T'M-i 
man wus fomewhat\dvanced in years, and, 
(j 5 mighw 
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might be the fame mentioned before, who 
had poffibly Recovered only feme part of his 
eftate at firft, or had been difturbed in the 
pofie&on of it. He could give no account of 
the works of his anceftoi’s, which ^re want- 
ing, ard which are therefore in all probability 
irrecoverably loft. The following ftanzas are 
faid to be thole with which Sir Philip Sidney 
was firft ftruck. 

From him returning, fad and comfortlcfs. 

As on the^vay together we did fare, 

We metjdjat^villain (God from him me blefs 
That cucffd wight, whom I cfcaped whylear, 
A man pf hell, that calL himfclf defpair ; 

Who foil us greets, an(l after fair areeds 
Of tidings ftrange, and of adventures rare. 

So cieeping clofe, as fnakein hidden weeds, 
Jnquiieth of our ftates, ard of our knightly 
deeds. 

Which wh*.n he knew, and felt our feeble 
hearts 

Ewbo&’d with bole, and bitter biting grief. 
Which love had lanced with^iis deadly daits, 
With wounding words, and terms of foul 
reprief, 

lie pluck’d from us all hope of due relief; 
That erft us held in love of ling’ring life ; 
Then hopelefs, hcartlefs, *gan the cunning 
thief, 

Pcifuade us did, to ftnt all farjjv* ftrife: 

To me he lent this ropya^fm a rufty knife. 

The 


f 
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The following is the pi&ure* 

The darkibmecave they enter, where they find, 
That curfed man, low fitting on the ground. 
Muling fuilTadly in his lullen mind; 

His greafy locks, long growing, and unbound, 
Difoider’d hung about his (houldera round. 

And hid his face ; through which his hol- 
low eyne. 

Look’d deadly dull, and dared as aftound ; 

His raw- bone cheeks thro* penury and pine, 
Were flirunk into hie jaws, as he did nevei dine. 

J Jis garments nought, but many ragged clouts, 
With thorns together pinn’d and patched was. 
The which his nakefl tides he wrapt abouts; 

And him betide, there lay upon the grafs 
A dreaiy coife, whofe life away did paft. 

All wallowed in his own, yet lukewarm 
blood, , 

That fiom his wound \et welled frefli alas; 

In which aruity knife fall fixed llood, # 

And made an open pafiage for the gufhing flood 

It would perlnps be an injury to Spencer 
to difimfs his life without a few remarks o«i 
that great work of his which has placed lum 
among the foremofl of out poets, and difeo- 
vered lo^jlevatcd and fublune a genius. The 
work I n*'^n is his allegorical poem of the 
Fairy Queen? £jjL-W.7ham Temple, in )u< 
Eflay on Poetry, Taji, “ That the leligior. 

t) 6 nf 
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of tie Gentiles had been woven into the con- 
texture of all the ancient poetry with-an agree- 
able mixture, which maae the moderns afie& 
to give that of Chriftianity a place alfo in 
their poems ; but the true religion was not 
found to become fidtions fo welT as the falfe 
One had done, and all their attempts of this 
kind' feexned rather to debafe religion than 
heighten poetry. . Spencer endeavoured to fup- 
ply this with morality, and to make inftruc- 
tion, in (lead of fto’ry, - the fubjedl of an epic 
poem. His execution was excellent, and 
bis flights of fancy very* noble and high. Bfrt 
his defign was poor ; and his moral lay fo bare, 
that it loft the effeft. It is true, the pill was 
gilded, but fo thin, that the colour and the 
tafte were eafily difeovered.” — Mr. Rymer 
.iflerts, that Spencer may be reckoned the 
fir ft of our heroic poets. He had a large 
fpirit, a fharp judgment, and a genius for he* 
roic poetry,. perhaps above any that ever wrote 
fince Virgil, but our misfortune is, he wanted 
a trup idea, and loft himfelf by following an 
unfaithful guide. Though betides Homer and 
Virgil he had readTaflb, y ef he rather fuffered 
himfelf to be milled by Ariofto, with whom 
blindly rambling on marvels and adventures, 
he makes no confcience of probability ; all is 
fanciful and chimerical, without any unifor- 
mity, or without any foundation £1 truth ; 
in a word, his poem is perfe&^iiry-land.” 
Thus far Sir William and Mr. Rymer ; 

Ifet u&' now attend to throputfon of a greater 
\ name, . 



flame. Mr. Dryden, In bis dedication of Ji>* 
venal, thus proceeds: “ The FngliJh have 
only to boaft of Spencer and Milton in heroio 
poetry, who neither of them wanted either 
genius or learning to have been perfect poets* 
and yet both of them are liable to many cen* 
fures ; for there is no uniformity in the de* 
fign of Spencer ; he aims at the accomplilb- 
ment of no one a&ion ; he raifes up a hero 
for every one of his adventures, and endows 
each of them with fome particular moral virtue^ 
which renders them all equal, without fubor* 
dination, or preference : every one is valiant 
in his own legend; only we mud do him the 
juftice to obferve, that magnanimity, which 
is the charadter pf prince Arthur, fhinea 
throughout the whole poem, and fuccours the 
reft when they are in diftrefs. The original 
of every knight was then living in the count 
of queen Elizabeth, and he attributed to each 
of them that virtue which he thought moft con- 
fpicuous in them ; an ingeniuus piece of flattery, 
though !t turned not much to hi * account* Had 
he lived to have fyn filed his poem «n the remain* 
ing legends, it had certainly been more of a 
piece ; but could not have been perfedt, be- 
caufe the model was not true But prince 
Arthur, or his chief patron, Su Philip Sidney, 
dying before him, deprived the poet both of 
means aid fpirit to accom^iilh his defign. 
For the rc'V his obfolete language, and ill 
choice of his ftanuf* are faults both of the fo* 
cond magnitude > forVotwithftanding_tbeftr(l, 
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he is Still intelligible, <t lea ft after a little prac- 
tice : and, for the lad, he is more to be ad- 
mired i that, labouring under fuch difadvan* 
tages, his verfes are To numerous, fo various, 
and fo harmonious, that only -Virgil, whom 
he has profefledly imitated, hath /urpafted him 
among the Romans ; and only Waller among 
the Englifb.” 

Mr. Hughe’s, in his eflriy on allegorical po- 
etry, prefixed to Spenre^s works, tells m, 
xhat this poem is conceived, wrought up, and 
coloured witl^ flrongtr ' i ;y, •'nd difeovers 
more the particular ger.j «3 of opencer, than 
any of his other wri ngs; and, having cS- 
fcrved that Spei>cei, in a letter to Sir Walter 
Raleigh, calls it, a continued allegory, jrd 
dark conceit, he gives us fome remark? on al ■ 
iegorkal poetry in general ; defining allegory 
to be a fable, or ftory, ir which, »*nder ima- 
ginary perfons, or is fhaf Aec mie 

real adlion, J or inltrui'tive moral , as J 
think,” fays he, * it is fok.ewhere very fhortly 
defined by Plutarch. It is that, in which one 
thing" is related, and another thing under- 
Hood. It is a kind of poetical pi&urc, or 
hieroglyphic ; which, by its apt refemblance, 
conveys inflru&ion to the mind by an analogy 
to the fenfes ; and fo amufes the fancy while 
it informs the underftanding. Every allegory 
has therefore two fenfes, the literal ^.id myili- 
cal. The literal fenfe is like or vi- 

sion, of which the my fr $P» J fenfc is the true 
meaning, or interpret'fion, This will be 

more 
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more clearly apprehended by considering,* 
that, as a nmile is a more extended meta- 
phor, fo an allegory is a kind of continued 
iimile, or syi aflemblage of iimiiitudes drawn 
out at full l^pgth. 

“ The chief merit of this poem, .no doubt, 
confifts in that furprifing vein of fabulous in- 
dention which runs through it, and enriches it 
‘very whcie with imaginary deferiptions, 
v. ire than wc meet with in any modern 
:m, The author feems to be poffciTed of a 
- .d of poetical magic ; and ^he figures he 
nis up to our view, rife up fo thick upon us, 
.(Kit we are at orcc pleaded and di drafted with 
.he inexhauttible variety A' them ; fo that his 
faults may, in a Dinner, be imputed to his 
•-XCdllencies. Ilis abundance betrays him into 
excels ; and his judgment is overborn by the 
>rrem of his ina; i nation. That which 
.cars the molt liable to exception, in this 
work, is the model of it, and thft choice the 
author has made of fo lomanlic a iiory. 
The feveral books r.ithtr appear to be fosmany 
feveral poems, t^an one entire fable. Each 
of them hath its peculiar knight, and is inde- 
pendant of the red ; and, though fome of the 
perfons make their appearance in different 
books, yet this hath very little effett in con- 
cealing them. Prince Arthur, indeed, is the 
principa. Derfon, and has therefore a lhare 
given him !^evcry legend : but his part is not 
confiderable enough in any one of them. He 
appears and vani(hes‘again like a fpirit ; and 

we 
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we lofe fight of him too foon to confider him 
as the hero of the poem. 

€< Thefe are the moft obvious defefts in the 
fable of the Fairy Queen. The want of unity 
in the ftory makes it difficult for *he reader to* 
carry it in his mind, and diftradts too much 
his attention to the feveral parts of it ; and, 
indeed, the whole frame of it would appear 
monftrous, were it to be examined by the 
rules of epic poetry, as they have been drawn 
from the practice of Homer and Virgil ; but, as 
it is plain the author never defigned it by thefe 
rules, I think it ought rather to be called a 
poem of a particular kind, defcribing, in a 
feries of allegorical adventures, or cpifodes, 
the moft noted virtues and vices. 

■ “ To compare it therefore with the modefo 
of antiquity, would be like drawing a parellcl 
between the Roman and Gothic archite&ure. 
In the firft, there is doubtlefs a more natural 
grandeur and fimplicity ; in the latter wc find 
great mixtures of beauty and barbarifm, yet 
affifted by the invention of a variety of infe- 
rior ornaments; and, though the former is 
more majeftic in the whole, the latter may be 
very* farprifing and agreeable in its parts . 19 


T H B. 
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Th'h LIFE op 


Sir John Perrot. 

S ir John Perrot was the the fon of Thel- 
mas Fefrot, efq. of Iftrugfton, in Pem- 
brokelhire, in South Wales, by his wife Alice,' 
foie heirefs of John Pechton, efq. With re- 
gard to his education, it was fuch as fuited 
his quality and fortune till he was about 
twelve years of age, when he was fent up to 
London, to the martfiis of Winchefter's houfe-,. 
the lord high-treafurcr tinder Henry VHk 
there being, at the fame time, under the mar- 
quis’s patronage, for their preferment, the 
earl of Oxenford, and lord Abergavenny ; 
the lad of which was fo fierce and hafty, that 
no fervaat or gentleman in the family could: 
continue quiet for him : but, when y&ung 
Perrot came, whs, to an uncommon ftrength 
and luftincfs, added a fpirit equally bold, his; 
lordlhip was told there was now a youth ar- 
rived who would be more than a match for 
him. “ Is there fuch a one f" faid he. •• Let 
me fee him,” Upon which, being brought 
where Perrot was, for the firft figuration, he 
afked him, 4# What, Sir, are you the kill-cow 
that mud match *me ?” “ No,” (aid Mr* 
Perrot^ “I am no butcher 5 but, if. you ufe 

me 
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me no better, you (hall find I can give a 
butcher’s blow,” ** Can you To ?” faid he, 

I will fee that,” And fo, being both an- 
gry, they fell to blows, till lord Abergavenny 
found that he had his hands full, end was will- 
ing to be parted from him : after which, the 
ferving-men, and others, rheo they found the 
young lord unruly, would 'ffirpaten him with 
Mr. Perrot. 

At length, however, they grew into great 
fnendfhip, infomuch that they were feldom 
afunder, till once they determined to make a 
banquet, and invite their friends thereto. But 
being not fo rich as to be owners of a cupboard 
of plate, they provided good ftore of glades. 
Before their guelts came,*they fell into fome 
contention, and they took the glafles and 
broke them about one another’s ears; that, 
.tihen the guefts came, they found, inftead of 
wine, blood fprinkled about the chamber. 
Thus the banquet was fpoiled, the two young 
gentlemen loft their friends thanks, a&d broke 
the league that was begun betwixt them. 

Shortly after, it was Mr. Ferro t’s fortune to 

§ 0 into Southwark (as it was fuppofed to a 
oufe of pleafure) taking only a page with 
hub, where he fell out with two of the king’s 
yeomen. They both drew on him ; but he 
defended himfelf fo valiantly, that the king, 
being then at Winchefter-houfe, near the 

g ace, was told how a young gentleman had 
tight with two of hiS majefty’s lervants. 
The king being defirous to fee him, fent for 
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him, demanded his name, country, and kin- 
dred. This being boldly by him related, it 
pleated the king very well to fee fo much va- 
lour and audacity in fo young a man; and 
therefore headefired him to repair to the court, 
where he would bellow preferment on him. 
But, not lonjraftffr, king Heniy died; fo 
Mr. Perrot lolttnat hope, regaining, for a 
time, till the coronation of king Edward, at 
the marquis of Winchefter’s houfe, as before; 
where helpcnt his time in fuch exercifes as 
youth is accuftomed to. But, when Mr. Per- 
rot came to king’s Edward’s court, for the ex- 
traordinary comiinefs of his perfon, and the 
forwardnefs of his fpirit, the young prince 
took fuch a liking t*> him, that he caufed him 
to be made one of the knights of the Bath* 
The young king had a very good opinion of 
Sir John Perrot, and he gained the good likc- 
ing of the whoie court by his valour, a&ivity, 
flrength, and expertnefs in ads of chivalry. 
When t|je marquis of Southampton went into 
France to treat of a marriage betwixt 4ring 
Edward and the French king’s daughter. Sir 
John Perrot accompanied him. 

The marquis being a nobleman that de- 
lighted much in all activities, keeping the 
molt excellent men that could be found in molt 
kinds of fport, the king of France underftand- 
ing it, brought him to hunt the wild boar ; 
and, being nt chace, it fell out, that a gen- 
tleman, charging th£ boar, did not hit rifrht, 
fo that the beaft was ready to run in upon him. 

Sir 
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Sir John Perrot perceiving him to be in dan- 
ger, came in to his refcue ; and, with a broad 
word, gave the boar fuch a blow as almoft 
parted the head from the {boulders. 

The king of France, who floofi in fight of 
this, came prefently to him, took him about 
the middle, and, embracing called him 
Beaufoile. Now he fuppoled that the king 
came to try his ftrength ; fo, taking his ma- 
jefty alfo about the middle, he lifted him up 
from the ground : with which the king was 
nothing difpl^afed, but proffered him a good 
penfion to ferve him. Sir John Perrot, hav- 
ing the French tongue, anfwered. That, he- 
humbly thanked his majefty, but he was a gen- 
tleman that had means of r his own ; or, if not,, 
he knew he ferved a gracious prince who would 
not fee him want, and to whom he had vowed 
hh fervice during life. 

Shortly after, Sir John returned from France, 
and came to the court of England, where he 
lived at too high a rate ; fo that he grew into 
debt,** and began to mortgage fome of his 
lands. Yet he at length began to bethink 
himfelf, and grew much agrieved at his own 
prodigality; mfomuch that he once walked 
out of the court, into a place where commonly 
the king came about the feme hour ; and there 
he began, (either as knowing that the king 
would come that way, or elfe by chance) to* 
complain againft himfelf to himfelf; rsnd en- 
tered, as it were, into a deputation, whether 

to 



for he feared that, fhtrald he continue, the 
king being ybung, and under government, if 
his majefty mould be pieafed to grant him any 
thing, in redbmpence of his fervice; yet his 
governors, and the privy-council, might gain- 
fay it ; and fo ^..(hJuld rather run into farther 
arrears, than recover his decayedtfortunes: but, 
if he retired into the country, he might live 
at lefs charge, or betake himfelf to the wars, 
where he might get fome place of command to 
fave his revenues and pay his debts. 

As he was thus debating the matter, the 
king came behind him, and overheard moft of 
what he faid. At length his majefty ftepped 
before him, faying, How now, Perrot, wnat 
is the matter tnat you make this great moan i * 
To whom Sir Jonn anfwered, “ And it like 
your piajefty, 1 did not think that your high- 
nefs had been there.” “ Yes,” faia the king, 
“ we heard you well enough : and have yon 
fpent yo*ir living in our fervice; and is the 
king fo young, and under government, 9 that 
he cannot give yew any thing in recompence i 
Spy out fome what, and you fhall fee whether 
the king hath not power to beftow it on you.* 
Then .he moft humbly thanked his ihajelfy, 
and fhortly after found oitf a concealment ; 
which, asfoon as he fought, the king beftowed 
U on him ; wherewith he paid the moft part 
of his dgbts, nmd ever after became a bettet 
hufbanoT * 

Thai 
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This llory Sir John would fomctimes tell 
Ibis friends, acknowledging -it a great buff- 
ing- # 

After the death of king Edward, queen 
Mary, his filler, coming to the crown, Sir 
John Perrot continued fq11 at court, and was 
well accepted among the nubility. The queen 
alio favoured* him, but would fay, He did 
imell of the fmoak, meaning thereby' his reli- 
gion, for which he was called in queftion by 
means of one Gaderne, the queen’s fervant, 
and his countryman ; who accufed Sir John, 
That he kept certain Proteflants, then called 
hereticks, at his houfe in Wales. Upon 
which accufat ion, he dic[ not deny his reli- 

f ion, bat was committed to the Fleet; )ct 
eing well friended, he wa9 allowed to have 
council come to him ; and, by means he made 
to the queen, he was relcafed. 

Within f a while he went to St, Quintin, 
where he had a command under the earl of 
Pembroke; who loved him fo far, that there 
was never any unkindnefs betwixt them but 
once ; when queer. Mary gave fpecial charge 
to the earl> to fee that no hereticks ihould re- 
main in Wales. When his lordfliip received 
this command, coming home to his lodging, 
where Sir John Perrot lay with his fon. Sir 
Edward Herbert, the earl acquainted him what 
ithe queen had given him in charge ; and told 
him, as her majefly hadJaid this b'uYden on 
his tyck, “ I mull,” faid he, “ co'ufin Per- 
rot, eafe myfelf, and lay part of it on you for 
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thofe path ' wfrfteaftdnjfe you dweti.” ■ To 
tvhfc?i Sir John attfwcTtd, “ My lord, t hope 
you know you may command my life ; but 
leave! me to yijoy my cdnftienee.” Tb which 
the earl replied fomeWhat angrily, €t What; 
Sir John rerrot, will you be an heretic With 
the reft ?” fo, my lord,*' laid he, 

“ for I hope my religion is as ibund as yours, 
or any man’s and fo, with fome other cho» 
leric fpeCches, that conference ended. 

In the morning Sir John ro(e very cdHy, 
went abroad, and returned again by the time 
the earl was making him ready, thinkihg that 
all unkindnefs had been pafted ; but Pem- 
broke, as foon as he fpyed him, cry*d, u Sir 
John Perrot, who tent for you He an- 
fwered, “ My lord, I did not think you would 
have alked me that queftidn ; and, if I had 
imagined fo much, you flidutd haVe lent for 
me twice before I had come ofice?drid fhaTI 
do fo before I come hither again.” As he 
was turnftig about to go out of doors, the*earl 
called upon him jo ilay, for he would {peak 
with him ; lo they fell into foul words, and 
from foul words to fuch foul play , that, if they 
had not been parted, much hurt might have 
been done. But Sir John Perrot was fain id 
depart, not being able to make his parly good 
in that place. 

This was £ot ft> privately ddhb, or Tq fe- 
cretly feo$t, but new» thereof came tpeediiy to 
court; and the cadfe of the qu&rrel being 
known to be religion, the queen was greatly 

difp leafed j 
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diipleafed j infomtfdk that Sir John, having 
it that time a fait for the c* file and lord&ip 
of Carew, and a promife of the grant being 

E ven him $ when 1$ came next to the queen* 
e would scarce look on him, much left give 
him any good anfwer ; which he perceiving* 
determined not to be Baulked with aufterc 
looks* but prcfled fo near to the queen* that 
he fell noon her train, befeeching her majefty 
to remember her promife made to him for Ca. 
tew ; wherewith ihe feemed highly offended* 
and in angry* fort afleed, “ What! Perrot, will 
you offer violence to our perfon ?” Then he 
oefought of her pardon for his boldnefs j but 
Ihe departed with much indignation. But* 
Within a ihort time, Sii John Perrot found 
filch friends about the queen, that Ihe was con-* 
tent to remit what was pad, in hope he 
Would be reformed in religion, and to refer his 
iiiit unto the lords of the privy-council. 

When he came before tne lords of the coun- 


cil go know their pleafures, whether he fliould 
have Carew* according to the queen’s promife* 
riie bifhop of Winchefter began very lharply 
to tenfure him, faying, “ Sir John Perrot* do 
you come to feek fuits of the queen ? I tell 
you* except you alter your heretical religion, 
It were more nt the queen ihould bellow fag- 
gots than any Hving on you;” and lo hp 
faffed on with a very fevere fentence againft 
aim. But* when it cape to the< % )fp of the 
cad of Pembroke to deliver his opinion* 

he 
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be (poke thus, as Sir Jc^UpPerrot himfelf re- 
lated it, “ My lo.rds, 1 mud tell you my opi- 
nion of this man, andjpf the matter. For 
the man, 1 think at this time, if 

he could, eat my heart with fait; but yet, 
notwithstanding his domach towards me, I 
will give him jps due ; I hold him to be a 
man of gooaworth, and one toho hath de- 
ferved of her majefty in her fervice, as good 
a matter as this which he feeketh ; and will, 
no doubt, deferve better if he reform his reli- 

f ion : therefore, fince the queen hath patted 
er gracious promife, I fee no reafon but he 
Should have that which he Seeketh.” When 
they heard the earl of Pembroke fo favourable, 
who they thought would have been mod vehe- 
ment againft him, all the red were content 9 
and fo her majedy Shortly after granted him his 
fuit ; and he ever acknowledged himfelf much 
beholden to the earl of Pembroke*; who, in 
this, as in all things elfe, Shewed himfelf mod 
honourable. * 

When queen Mary had run out the race of 
mortality, her Sifter fucceeding her. Sir John 
Perrot was appointed one of the four to carry 
the canopy over queen Elizabeth at her coro- 
nation. 

In the fird year of Elizabeth’s reign, Fran- 
cis II. king of France, was killed by accident 
at a tournament ; which the queen having 
"'{seedy asvfte of, proposing either to comfort, 
the French ambaflador, then at the court, for 
Voj*. IV. H the 
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the death of his or to conceal the 

natter from him as long as . me could* fmce 
he thenfeeined ignorofit of it ; (he took him 
with her into the Greenwich* where 

tents were fet up, and a banquet provided. 

As (he pafled through the park gate, a page 
prefented a fpeech to her* fortifying* that 
there were certain knights come from a far 
country* who had dedicated their fer vices to 
their feveral mitt reties, being ladies for beauty* 
virtue, and other excellencies, incomparable; 
and, therefore, they had vowed to advance 
their fame through the world, and to adventure 
combat with fuch as fhould be fo hardy as to 
affirm, that there were any ladies fo excellent 
as the faints which they ferved. And* hear- 
ing great fame of a lady which kept her court 
thereabouts, both for her own excellency* and 
die worthinefs of many renowned knights 
which (he' kept, thejp were come to try, 
whether any of her knights would encounter 
them for the defence or their mitiri&fs’s ho- 
nour. 

When this fpeech was ended* the queen 
told the page, “ Sir Dwarf, you give me 
very (hort warning, but I hope your knights 
fhall be anfwered.” And then looking about* 
flie aiked the lord-chamberlain, “ Shall we 
be out* bragged by a dwarf ?” “ No* an it 
like your maiefty,” anfwered he : “ Let but 
a trumpet be founded* and it fhafi the** 

you keep men at arms enough to anfwer any 

proud 
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S *oud challenge.” TJM was the trumpet 
unded, and immediate™ there iffbed out of 
the eaft lane at Greenwh, feveral penfioneri 
gallantly armed anM^p#ted b 

The challengers were, the earl of Ormond* 
the lord North, an<j Sir John Perrot. Pre- 
fently, uponjfceir coming forth, the challen- 
gers prepared themfelves. Anrtmgft the reft* 
there was one Mr. Cornwallis, to whofe turn 
it fell* at length, to run againft Sir John 
•Perrot. As they both encountered. Sir John* 
through the unfteadinefs of his Rorfe, and un- 
certainty of courfes in the field, chanced to 
run Mr. Cornwallis through the hofe, razing 
his thigh, and fomewhat hurting his hor(e; 
wherewith he being offended, and Sir John 
difcontented, as they were both choleric, they 
fell into a challenge to run with ftiarp lances, 
without armor, in th<j prefence of the queen ; 
which her majefty hearing of, fhn would not 
fuffer ; fo they were reconciled, and the 
combat 'ended after certain courfes performed 
on both iides by the challenge] s and defend- 
ants. 


After finifhing thefe exercifes, her majefty 
invited the French embaffador to a banquet 
provided in a pavilion in the park ; but he* 
having received an account, while there, of 
the king his matter's death, prayed pardon of 
her majetty*jand retired. ^ 

^ Aft*"W3, Sir Jehn Perrot continnedJmr 
interchangeable courfes, (ometimes atj&m 
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court, fometimes itme country, till the year 
1572 ; at which tim^ne was, made fir ft lord* 
prefident of Munfter^Jn Ireland ; being then 
a province much and defolate, 

wafted by means of th 2 earl of Defmond, but 
efpecially by the mercilefs Fitzmorris, the 
earl’s lieutenant, who was chief adtor in all 
thofe cruel deyaftations. He was a man very 
valiant, politic, and learned, as any rebel 
had been of that nation for many years. 

Sir John Perrot landed at Waterford the 
firft of Marche 1572, being St. David’s day; 
and, within three days, the rebel James 
Fitzmorris burned the town of Kyllmalog, 
hanged the fovereign, and others of the towns- 
men, at the high crofs ih the market-place, 
and carried all the plate and wealth of the town 
with him; with which entertainment Sir John 
Perrot, the new prefident, was much difeon- 
tented, and therefore haded to Dublin to take 
his oath of the lord-deputy, Sir Henry Sid- 
ney, with purpofe to prefent the rebels with 
fhar£ and fpeedy war at his return from Dub- 
lin to Cork, which was about the tenth of 
April following. 

He firft gathered and lodged his own com- 
panies there, having with him two companies 
of foot, under the command of captain Bow- 
ler and captain Furfe, befidea two hundred 
Irifh foldiers of Kerne and Galleglafles ; alfo 
he had with him his own yroop ol iribfifc, which, 
were of the queen’s entertainment ; and of 
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his own ftrvants one tandred horfe ; and 
captain Abflow'.commln&ed under him as 
many, m 

With theie he weHe&fKyllmalog, the late 
wafted town,*where he^iodged foimfelf in a 
houfe half burned ; and made a proclamation. 
That as many-af the'townfmen as fled, fliould 
return home^ which they did accordingly, and 
began to build their gates, to repair the town 
walls and to re-edify their houfes. 

Before the lord-prefident’s departure from 
"Kyllmalog, one night the cry ofr the country 
was tip, That the rebels had befet the lord 
Roch’s caftle, burned his barn, Haiti fome of 
his people, and taken away a great many of 
his cattle. Upon whkh the lord-prefident ibd- 
denly rofe, armed, took with him his own 
troop of horfe and captain Abftow’s, leaving 
the foot bands to guard the town, and he 
purfued the rebels, being in lumber two 
hundred, whom he overtook at a place called 
Knocklouga, within three miles of Arlange 
Wood. There the rebels run to the bogf, as 
their beft fecurityr and left their prey. The 
lord-prefident caufed his men to alight from 
their horfes, to rip off their boots, and to 
leap into the bogs, taking with them their 
petronels and light- horfemen’s ftaves infteadof 
pikes ; with which they charged the enemy, 
overthrew them, and cut off fifty of their 
heads i v$*A they carried home with them 
^unto^Kyllmalog, an # d put the heads round 
H 3 about 
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about the crofs ; wfcich were known by the 
townfmen that theyprcfdent fcnt for from 
Ly mbrick, who hacLjat^Iy lofir ^xir goods ; 
and then he reftorcjj^h,, lord Roch all hi* 
cattle. i * 

The lord-prefident,' after he had ftrength- 
encd and comforted the towj\fmcn of Kyll- 
malog, departed towards Lymbrick ; and, 
on his way, came to a caftle of Fybot Burk, 
who had been in aftion with James Fitzmor- 
ris, but afterward they flew one another. 
There the pr^fident demanded the keys, ana 
that he might cr.ter which they not only 
denied, but fhut the prefident’s people out of 
the caftle, they having about forty ibldiers in 
it. The prtfident thereupon caufed the caftle 
to be fo undermined that part of the wall fell 
to the ground, and killed fome of the rebels 
within. Whereupon the wife of Fybot Burk 
yielded herfclf, with her (on and the caftle* 
into the fianjfc of the prefident, Who left 
thirty Engliflimen to guard it, and de- 
parted to Lymbrick, to receive the lords that 
came to him ; as the earh of Tomond, O’ 
Hones, Defmond, and others ; as alfo to fet- 
tle that part of the country. 

From Lymbrick the lord-pnefident went to 
Calhill ; and, on the way, there was a caftle 
held by the rebels, which he caufed to be fet 
on fire by fhooting fire to the top« which was 
covered with thatch. He coh^£nded his 
men to alight from their°horfes to do tne ex- 
ecution, 
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ecution, wtollft their borfes with their foot- 
boys hard by feed the noifis of the 
caftle at fight of the fire, 6 > m 

.terrified tnehorreOWt^hey broke loofe from * 
the boys ai>4 ran mro Ida woods, where they 
were taken and carrietf^away ty the rebels ; 
but ihoftly after the. prefident recovered moll 
of his horfe' again. 

When he came to Caihill, ht hanged feven 
of the grafy merchants, being fuch as brought 
bread and aquavits, and other provifions, to 
fflierfbbels ; the fovereign of th| town hardly 
efcaped that punifhmcnt. From Caihill the 
lord-prefident went to Fether and Gomel, and 
to Sir Edward Butler’s country ; where he 
took his chief calti^ with pledges for his fide- 
lity. He alfo took other holds, and fo went 
up to Carick, the earl of Ormond’s houfe, 
whom he appointed, after fome abode there, 
to meet him at Cork. 

When the prefident came to Cork, he af- 
fembled the chief lords of the province, as 
the earl of Ormond, Clyncarty, and Toqpond; 
the lord Bury, ifie lord Roch, the lord Cor- 
fey, Mackarty, Reuch, Gormond Mack- 
Teage, and almoil all the lords, fave fuch as 
were out in rebellion. He appointed them 
to gather their forces, and to meet him within 
a month, after, meaning to follow the rebels 
wherefoever they went j and fo they did. 

For. fu£» the lord-prefident drew all his 
intothe White Knight’s country, taking 
H 4 two 
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two of his cattles, burned mtiry of his houfes, 
and drove him into^ihc vroct^r'. From thence 
he marched with h’ls ^ ft £ Arlaugh 

woods, being the rebejfji£ r ’ * place of Arengui; 
and following them*Trere for a w hile, he re- 
turned unto Cork to refre(h his men ; and they 
went into Mack Swine’s coujiiry ; there he 
flew many of the rebels, and haa to r*d as many 
as he took ; /polled all the enemy’s country ; 
and, with continual travel, wore out their 
provitton, having no corn left in the country 
to make them bread, which the prehdent 
himfelf wanted for feveral days ; their chief 
fuftenance being the milk of thofe cows they 
had taken ; of which they brought twothou- 
fand five hundred with them to Cork, after 
two months travel, purfuing the rebels from, 
place to place 

James Fitzmorris finding his forces weak- 
ened, and, that, being followed without in- 
termiflion, he could not continue long, ex- 
cept he were fopplied with fome foreign aid, 
d ew»ovei into Munlter five hundred Scotilh* 
irifh, or Red flianks, out of< r hc iflands, with 
whom he thought himfelf able to make re- 
flttance agatntt the prefidtnt’s power, having 
one thoufand followers of his own. The pre- 
sident hearing of this, fent for the lords, and 
others, with whom he went againft the rebels, 
and met them in the woods within the county 
of Limbrick, wherein they had, were, 
intrenched themfelves. The lord - preflaein,^ 

viewing 
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viewing the clkop fetit , them word, that he 
was come tojgy them battle, and woyld ftay^ 
for them if they would come** 

forth and fight witWf/li* ; but they being un- 
willing, anfwered, Th;Where tliey. flayed for 
him, and from thepce they would not go. 
Which he pelteiving, prepared his people to 
charge ^kan. S(t he placed thfe frilh Lords, 
and others of the better fort, within the body 
of the main little, telling them, that he was 
t drifting $u expofe them to the utmofl dan- 
ger ; which he did out of this politic conft- 
deration, that the lords, if any of them were 
ill-minded or fearful, fhouldbe kept from run* 
ning away, and that their followers -would 
flick to it the better, feeing their lords en- 
gaged. Which the prefident had the more 
reafon to do, becaufe of eleven hundred then in 
his company, three parts at lead were lrifh : fi> 
with this good order and refolutisn he (et on 
the rebels, who were about fifteen hundred 
ftrong, And broke them, killing a hundred 
and twenty of the rebels and their aiders ; 
whereupon they ^nade their retreat towards 
the north, and James Fitzmorri* grew weak 
again. From thenceforward the prefident fol- 
lowed his good fortunes and his foes, with, 
fuch earneftnefs that they feldom would come 
to fight him, except it were in light fkrrmtfbes^ 
and that upon great advantage*. Which he 
n^r^j/ jp^npuffuecL them night and day in 
perfan> even in the winter, and lay out many 
H 5 nigjh ca p 
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.nights both in froft and fipw. tiny once, 
when following the kernes ff^pugh the woods, 
where they could not idftt^prefident 

himfelf took fuch pain&>K r iYiarching, that with 
earneftnefs of purfiwjg, and the f tiepth of the 
foul' ways in the midft of winter, he loft one 
of his (hoes, and fo went on a pretty way 
without his (hoe, or withou: feeling t\'j loft of 
it, till at length it began to pain him fo much, 
that he reded on a gentjcmar. ’^(boulder, and 
told him there was fo.-iewhatV „ 

fo lilting up °his leg, the gentleman told him, 

4< My lord, you have loft your (hoe.** #< ’Tis 
no matter,” faid he, “ as long as die legs laft 
we will find (hoes and fo, calling for ano- 
ther pair, he marched Sn dill. At another 
time, being abroad in ftrvice, they encamped 
near a wood, where the prefident lay in hi» 
tent, having for his guides fome of his fer- 
vants, and certain GalLyglafles. The Gally- 
glafles had gotten a hog, which they roafted 
after their manner, by a great fire, 9 near the 
prefident, and when they had half-roafted it, 
with half the hair about it, they began to make 
partition, and one of them in great kindnefs 
reached a piece to one of the preiident’s fer- 
vants, a gentleman and a juftice*«of the peace 
in his country, the prefident perceiving it, 
feid, “ James, this is good meat in fuch a 
place.” To whom the gentlemaft anfwered, 
E An it pleafe you, it* is goi#Nm$?* J l#*/ 
among theft men $ but if I were at home, 
-I wpuhi fcarce give it to my dogs. 


James 
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James FiajLmf, ^jawwjng that the lord- 
prefident dt&mm ' fog more than the fini fil- 
ing of tk^rS^Tigphe fubduing the rebel? 
made /hew .that\»paifo was willing to finilh 
the fame b^fingle co/ijJ$y, an) fent the loid- 
preftdent word, as believing that his expecta- 
tion would keep him for a time from farther 
a&iod^Aid fo iySeed it did :.for James Filz- 
morris firft offered to fight with fifty of his 
horlemen, agjjnft the lord-prefidem and fifty 
b.SKhip willingly accepted ; 
but whentne time came, Fitzmorris fent word 
that he would willingly fight with the lord- 
prefident in fmgle combat, hand to hand. 
To which meflage the ]ord prefid ent fent an- 
swer, that he wdbld ’willingly accept his 
challenge ; the place appointed was at Amely, 
an old town, fix miles from Killmallock. 
The weapons that were afiigned to fight with 
werei by Fitz morris's appointment, fword and 
target, and they fhould be both clad in Irifli 
troffes^ which the prefident provided of (car- 
let, and was ready according to appointment, 
laying, 44 That although he knew lames 
Fitzmorris to be his inferior in aLl rcfpc&s, 
yet he would reckon it a life well adventured, 
to deprive fuch a rebel of his life. 91 But after 
all James Fitzmorris came not, but fent a cun- 
ning excufe, by one Cono Roe Qharnan, an 
IriS poet, faying, M That he would not fight 
with th-^^rd- prefident at all, not fo much 
Yorfear of his life, as bccaufe on his life de- 
pended the fafcty of all his party. 

H 6 


When 
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When the lord prefidtt|th€« this, be wa* 
much difcontented, thathe Aaratjffer^ hittifelfv 
<o be fo abufed, and delay* 

to “ hunt the fox out of bole.” And be- 
iides his own / diliggn^e, he earifeftly encou- 
raged all the noblemen of the country to ufe 
their bell means for the fuhduing of that dan- 
gerous rebel* And prefently, he fob jK , after, 
and at length found out the ringleader, James 
Fitzrrtorris, who now drew his breath by fhifts 
and flights, and fent a falfefpy to^ *vlr\« ^eft- 
dent, with protections and oaths, that he 
knew where James Fitzmorrk was lodged, 
with lefs than thirty perfons in his company, 
and that if the prefiaent would come with ex- 
pedition, he might be fdve to take him that 
night, without danger ; and for confirmation 
.he offered not words alone, but the venture of 
his life to go with him. This being after fup- 
per, the prudent ordered fome of his people 
ra arm themfelves, and he with them took 
borfe, left they fhould lofe fo good aro oppor* 
tunitV as they then hoped for. 

They poftcd to the place where it was laid 
the traitor was fo flenderly guarded, but Fitz- 
. morris lay in ambufh under a hill,, with four 
or five hundred foot, and above four fcore 
horfe; \whom the prefldent could notfpy, till 
two or three of his horfemen were within 
reach of the rebels, who charged them ; and 
there the prefldent’s fecretary, flrtwd Trg^- 
- hrigg, being one of the foremoft, was Wn,/ 



SIRtbOHN PER ROT* 

tnd about ari%iadrcd pounds of his m^er’a 
money, which* opted with him taken. \ 
Percei^i^Mlf^JBy were intrapped, fon 
would have retiwKU? but the prefiaent anfwer* 
ed, That lie would ptfjdo foj for he had ra- 
ther die fighting than running away ; and 
therefore he bid uem charge home with him, 
and hs ontJoi the foremoft himfelf ; <b 

« iat he encountered with one of the rebels, 
*id run himylth his lance through a Ikiit of 
and flood over him, ready to 
ftrike again as he arofe. In *he mean time** 
there came in another horfeman of $e rebels 
fide, thinking to have run him through be* 
hind with his ftaff overhand* as thp manner 
of the Irilh was : but one Greame, a captain, 
came in to refcue the prefident, and ran the 
rebel through before he could give that deadly 
blow. With that they charged others afreih^ 
and were furcharged themfelves* with multi- 
tudes, fo that the prefident’s horfe was almoft 
fpent, end yet he would not give over. 

Though he was left three times that'mora- 
ing one of the left in the field, ftill encourag- 
ing his men to come up and charge anew, 
that he had been flain or taken, if an extra- 
ordinary accident had not preferved him. 
For one captain Bowler, with four more that 
made tbemfelves ready as foon as they might 
come after from Killmallow, appearing upon 
the top hill, Fitzmorris fuppofed that it 
muftleen captain Bowler with his company, 

and* 
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reft of the Epglifti fifees that were 
coding with a fupply. he im- 

‘ Mediately made hie foldi^^Dj?T cf%^that the 
prefident was delivered. BJx he ceafed not to 
follow the rebels wid^his forces, ® till ihortly 
after he overtook Fitzmorris with his Kernes, 
near a bridge, not far foam a wood fide, 
where the rebels finding tharihe coutf^ hardly 
efcape, feitt towards the prdiogtit one, with a 
white cloth on the top of a fpei^ in token of 
parley ; which being perceived, tifci* 
flayed his companies from marching ; this 
ftrange herald, to delay time, offered certain 
conations of fubmiflion, but not foch as the 
lord-prefident expe&ed, or would accept of. 
In the mean time, Fitzmhrris conveyed his 
Kernes, over the bridge into the wood, and fo 
ffcaped. Neverthelefs, this device but a very 
Jstfletprotra&ed time, and exafperated the pre- 
sident, to fallow him, and to finilh the wars, 
Which were now almoft at an end. For with- 


in a fmall time, the president giving the rebels 
no rait, or leaving tlvem any means of main- 
tenance, difperfed the poweir of Fitzmorris, 
and made him glad to hide his head, without 
my ftiesigth or number of men to accompany 
him. So that he was forced to fue for pardon, 
offering to fubmit himielf to the queen’s mer- 
-cy. Which at length the lord- prefident con- 
fenced to, and James Fitzmorris came to Kill* 
mallock, where in the qjiurch 
fideot caufedhhn to lie proftrate, puttingthe 
* point 
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point of hisword to his heart, in *d&fe^th*t 
heOiad reye&iB^s life at the queen’s hatllfr 
Then hSrSSSiP^ £ftmn oath to contmuea 
true fubjelt to tne crown of fyglfttid, where* 
by the province of Mu*fterwas much quieted, 
and maintained in, as good peace as any part 
of Ireland. f 

BA' $ e lordjprefident being too plain-deal- 
ing a man, pjfchafed much ill will, whereby 
there were£#aped on him feveral cauftlefs 
r. Jin England ; yet fometimes fha- 
, do wed with fuch probability, ahd countenanced 
by fuch great men, that in part they were be- 
lieved ; and not being at hand to anfwer ob- 
jections, he had now and then fharp letters 
fent him from the # government 9 till at laft he 
determined to come to England and dear 


himfelf. And though he had no licence, yet 
knowing that he left Ireland in qeietnefi, /he 
prefuraed that his fudden depasture wouhbbe 
the better excufed. 


With this refolution, fetting things ip order 
for the prefent government of blunder, and 
making up hif accounts, he departed -thcikee 
about the beginning of March f $ 73* * 

When Sir John came to court it was thought 
that the queen would have been highly oftend- 
ed at his coming over without licence. Yet 
as foon as he appeared before her, and had 
related the date of Ireland, the particulars of his 
^ngee, the c%ufe of his coming over; her 
majefty commended his endeavours, anddefired 
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Return fpeedily to his /ftarge, left m 
abfence fome difquicpig^ might afife. 
To which Sir John a n f TjjP^ JS*Wr the ge- 

neral ftate of t>e province, it was fo well fet- 
tled ^ that no new commotion oif a fudderr 
need be feared. Yet there,, were many parti- 
culars which might be amended without any 
gieat difficulty .« which beinh allowd^ <£y her 
highnefs, he was ready to wrve her there 
whenibever it fhould pleafe her r.o appoint him. 
And that the fame might be the 
flood, he prefctited a plan to the queen to be 
confidered by her majefty, and her privy- 
couniel 

The plan contained feveral points ; as the 
planting the proteftant religion in the pro- 
vince of Munfter, the due adminiftration of 
juftice according to the laws of England, the 
keeping of the people in peace, and the an- 
fwcring of her raajefty's rents and revenues 
more afluredly, the fetting her lands at more 
certainty, the dividing the province into (hires 
and Sigmories ; the building of forts and caf- 
tfes, fome to bridle the rebels, and fome for 
die ftate of prefidency ; the cutting down of 
woods* which were then harbours of, and for- 
treftes for thieves, rebels, and outlaws ; and 
the building of P ips out of tbe faid woods 
for tbe queen's ferwee. 

The quten liked well of the plot, and fo 
did fome of hei council; bi^t otheiriidfli^flLjr. 
actocbccaufe it was his defign than for any de- 
feat 
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left they fodwd therein : yet he flSHfci tLjO 
fhe# Tome in^pPvwuencies, and fa the thifl 

was hindtiiiSf;^^- * 

The queen, notwithftanding, qyould have had 
Sir John PdProt go over as prefident again ; 
but he, fearing that in his abfence the com- 
plaints of his ad^brfaries might prevail, ex- 
cufedrf^CundertjKing of that Service, through 
ill-health. An 1 prayed that he might be 
licenced to re^jnr into the country for recove- 
*» 4if .^ r &:rI^oein g granted, alter leave taken 
of the queen, he departed to hi^houfe. 

But he had repofed himfclf but a few 
years in the country, fometimes repairing to 
court, as his occafions fervcd ; when .he was 
fuddenly fent for bf the queen to take charge 
of fome (hips, which were to be fent to 
fea; upon intelligence that James Fitzmorria, 
fince his fubmiflion, had been in Spain, andt 
procured the promife of (hips and#men to ifft 
vade Ireland, efpecially the province of Mutt- 
Her. • 

This being known to the queen and her 
privy -council, thfyfent for Sir John Perrottq 
take the command of fuch (hips and pinnaces 
as fhould be made ready to intercept, or inter*' 
rupt the king of Spain, his navy and forces, 
which were ddigned for Ireland. Sir John 
made fuch fpeed in his journey, that he came 
from Pembrokefhire to Greenwich in lefs than 
three days.j*The queen, when Ate law him 9 
told him, (he thought he had not heard from 

her 
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herJkS^Kjti : yes, madam, arjf>cred he, and 
lyj re made as much hafte^si might to come 
unto your majeily. faid the 

queen, but hqw have you done to fettle your 
affairs in the Country ? An it like your ma- 
jelly, faid Sir John, I have taken tlu6 care for 
all ; that fetting private b’ijinefs afide, in ref- 
pett of your m^jefty’s fervic^ I hav^g^ooint- 
ed the white Iheep to keep T he black : for I 
may well enough venture tlym, when 1 am 
willing to venture my life fn pyig ftv’s 
fervice. With which anfwer the queen was 
well picafed, and (he conferred with him pri- 
vately for fome time ; then difmifling him and 
appointing him to receive farther directions 
for that fervice from the lords of her privy- 
council. 

.Then did Sir John Perrot prepare for that 
voyage with all convenient Ipeed: He had 
with him fifty men in orange tawny cloaks, 
whereof divers were gentlemen of good birth, 
and quality. Alfo he had a noyce cf mufi- 
cianfr* with him being his own fervaet$. 

All things being prepared,' Sir John departed 
from London about Auguft, and went from 
(hence by barge, with leveral noblemen and 
gentlemen. As they lay againft Greenwich* 
where the queen kept her court, Sir John frnt 
one of his gentlemen on fhore, with a diamond, 
in si token to Mrs. Blanch Parry, willing him 
to tell her, that a diamond coming unlocked 
for , did always bring good Iuck wlTtr*lt ; 

which 




ceived joyfully, and he returned anfwer to 
the queen, “ Thaf he would wear that for 
his* iQ/ercign’s f;£e, and doubted nor, with 
God's favour, Jb return her (hips in fafety, 
and either tojoring the Spaniards (if they 
£2?* ^ : h| t fway) as prifoners, or elfetofink 
them in the feas. As Sir Jolfn pafled by in 
his barge, the queen looking out at the win* 
dow (hook her fan, and put out her hand to* 
wards him, upon which he made a low obey- 
fance, while he puf the fcarf and jewel abottf 
his neck : and, being arrived at Gillingham* 
where the fhips rode. Sir John fcafted the 
company which came with him thither. 

Sir John Pcrrot fet out from Gjllingham ^e 
to the Downs, and thence pacing by Falmouth 
and Plymouth put to fe a for Ireland, where 
they arrived at Baltimore. And by rcalbn of 
his former govertiment in that country, they 
borefuch affe&ion towards hitn, that the peo- 

E le came in great numbers, feme embracing 
is legs, all coveting to touch fome part of his 
body : which the vice-admiral perceiving, and 
thinking they came to do him hurt, determin- 
ed to difcharge the cannon from his (hip*; 
but being in?ormed # that they came in love to 
falute* Su John, he altered his purpofe, and 

landed ; 
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they were all^fentertained as 
wrffl as the fashion of the Ajuitry coulcP af- 

After this, •Johlfcremained awhile upon 
the coaft, till he faw the iafon of tfte year was 


pad for attempting any thing againft Ireland, 
and therefore failed homewards, in his way 
taking a defperate pirate, ' one Derryfold. 
On the Downs alfo his iliip* (truck on the 
Kentilh Knocks; where all t% perfons that 
were in her. Hood in great rhrrfol tnrfrnwr ' ^ 
away 5*^ but ai^ length getting fafe to Ihore, 
the admiral, having kiffed the queen’s hand, 
retired again to his feat in the country. 

But though he continued there at times, he 
was not unmjndful of the ''court and (late af- - 


fairs : for he not only received letters from 
(btne privy counfellors, touching things of 
tnoment at that time, but gave anfwcrs which 
wire (hewed, to the queen, and (he liked them 
Jmith ; till in the year 1 582 her majefty thought 
proper -to make him lord deputy of Ireland, 
where Defmond was up in rebellion. And he 
fet fail for that kingdom, ift company with 
the earl of Ormond, and arrived at Dublin in 
January the fame year. 

Within a week after his coming, he took 
the oaths, and began to fettle cour&s for the 
quitting and government of the country, which 
had been long infeded with civil contentioi ; 
fo that, for the fpace of figty years* the Jword 
was more in ufe than die laws ; which* pro* 

ceeded 
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, cee^ed chiefly Vjom the corruwon &ndi§fco*> 
ranee of the governors, whrch had {pun* 1 
great advantage; to tW ill-afflfc£led fubje&s ; 
and that people in gmral whole nature it is 
to feelc liberty, andJrefer antient cuftoms be- 
fore new ordinance^ be they never fo whole- 
fome. Yet, to fa f the truth, jhe Irilh love to 
be jullly dealt wj th by their governors, how- 
foever they deaj^ith one another ; and will do 
more at tljo- command of their governor^ 
sviiuin they repute, and hav^ found, to be 
juft, then by the ftridt execution of the laws, 
or conftraint of any force or power. They are, 
for thr moil part, naturally wife, and apt to 
. obferve the belt advantage and opportbnity to 
> obtain their purpofes : all which the lord-de- 
puty knew, partly by his former experience, 
when he was president of Munfter, and by the 
depth of his judgment : and he determined, in 
order to fettle the better difpofed tn tranquil- 
lity, by hearing complaints, and fettling a 
regular government over the rebellious and fe- 
ditious, immediately to travel thorough the 
feveral provinces in perfon. 

To this purpofe, he firft took his journey into 
Conaught, there to place Sir Richard Bing- 
ham in his government. From Conaught he 
travelled towards the province of Munfter; 
but, when he came to Lymrick, he received' 
advertifement of a great number of iflanders, 
or Sc'Kifh iri(h, landing at Maney, in O- 
Neale’s country. But the whole plot was difc 

covered 
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6y the^rchbiihop of CafliiU, who feat 
deputy#’ by Sir J*ucas iDyllon, certain 
letters, which /Torlovgh Lenoiigh wrou h,n; 
wherein Torlodgh chaT^nged the Uihop t* be 
his follower borne, and t'jje-efore t be tripled j 
and, that he fhould find UFte. bis refuge uer 
all other parts faded ; aritf, fciaJy, Uat i 
fhould credit th( mefTenger. . 

After this, the biihop ^ne tc , n, 
where he declared that lie found «*he eJ*e. j:r 
was appointed^ to praftife with a!l x 
and Irifh captains of Munfter md Conaugh**. 
to enter into rebellion whenever itrt .igr-s fhoulc 
arrive: and this ireflinger being 'iricnvards ap- 
prehended at Athlone, ha confdTed, th^t .je 
was no common man, but one c r great .c- 
count with O- Neale, nis fofle r er, and a *eadr* 
of forty horfemen, and had under him two 
thoufand head ox tattle ; that he w. s fen. j 
deal with tMfe earl of Ciancarty, the lord Fita- 
morris, and all others of any account in A4 li- 
fter jn Conaught, to require them "to join 
with his mailer againli the queen ; and to af- 
fure them, that troops, under the king of 
Spain, with other foreign aid, would enter 
the kingdom with fuch force, that, before 
Michaelmas, there (hould not be one Englifh 
man left there. He likewife faid, that his mafter 
was promifed to be made king of Ireland; 
and, that he accepted of it, faying. He would 
be king, although he died within an hour 
after. 


Thefe 
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TJhefe things occurring/* w lord-o^^W 
was forced to return to uullin, to mtpb' 
fp/edy preparation fq^fefiftai^e, and to give 
over his intended jouJjey for a time ; though, 
in .tie fhort piogredphe had gone, he Had 
dealt with the Ojfeijys, O- Conor Roe, O- 
fJonor Dune, O-Concr Sly go, Mac Willin 
ngcr, Moroi’ e, Done Amuerty, the O- 
?a-es, th • Burl/es of "'nter Conaught, the Mac 
,ony Mah* .r e, Machnafpikc, the carls ofTho* 
/hoiIa ird Clan ric hard, the lord Brcmingham, 
both the M?c Ncnian<-$, the two Mac Mahons, 
and r\vr, oilier lord of Conaught and Tho- 
mond ; and u*ok pledges for aflurance of their 
loyCty . He had alio executed thatf traitor 
^onoongh O briar), and fix of his follow- 

ers ; and decided all conti overfies. Alfo, the 
fufpc&cd biihoD, Malachi./> Analone, and a 
fiia., bei..g brother to Mac Weiljn Enghter, 
renounced the pope, and fwore to the fupre- 
mac/. # Th“ friai put off his habit, and both 
publiftied a profeihon of their faith and recan- 
tation. The lord-deputy alfo encreafed the 
fchool-mafter’s falary at Galloway, without 
the queen’s charge : and entered into feme re- 
formation of religion, which he propofed 
ihonld foon be better provided for by parlia- 
ment. 

When the lord -deputy had taken this cam 
find order, he prepared fpeedily to go into thef 
north again# the foftign forces there landed, 
and their adherents the traitors ; letting for- 
wards 
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wptSSon his jausney, t/ith fuch forces a$ he 
»«0tktld make* [Abofet thfcwmiddle of Au|uft^ 
1584: but th<.ifland&fs hearihg of the depu- 
ty’s determination, styijl alio upderftanding 
how well affe&ed all th«\fubje£ls of Leynfter, 
Munfter, arid Conaught dApe ; and how ready* 
contrary to their expeftatioiis, to ferve againft 
them ; they mdft part fled before he came to 
Newry, where he was met bjt Tor 1 o ugh Le- 
tiough, having neither protettion nor pardon ; 
and there the lord-deputy received his pledge, 
he yielding himfelf in all things, as he was re- 
quired. 

Whilft the lord-deputy flayed at Newry, 
underflanding that Sorleboy had entertained a 
number ot iflanders, joined to him Okeham 
and Brian Carraugh, and flood upon terms to 
hold by force what he had gotten by the fame ; 
the lord-deputy thought it a great difhonour to 
fuller him proudly 10 countenance the inva- 
fion of foreigners to eat out her majefly’s na- 
turaWubjefls. Whereupon, entering into ac- 
tion againft Sorleboy, and dividing his army 
into two parts, to follow him on both fides of 
the river Ban, the lord-deputy himfelf went 
with the chief men, and half the forces, 
on Clandaboy fide ; and fent Sir John Norris, 
lord prefident of Munfter, accompanied with 
the won of Dongannon, to Tyrone fide, 
with the other part of the army. 

1 The lord-deputy, on the one fide, fpoiled 
Brian Caraugh’s country; and Sorleboy being 

driven 
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driven over theBan,jntae ■ 

Hdnrf; Sir John .Nojyis, q|i le other 
overflipping SorlHbd^T Mi %oiIO-Chan, ole ' 
ofhis chiefs, and tookr from 4im two hun- 
dred cows,* which jawe the army fome re- 
lief, though many cithern were embezzled in 
the driving. Whereupon O-Chan fubmitting . 
himfelf, came in and made offer to ferve upon 
Sorleboy; and Brian Caraugh fued for mercy. 
Now, becaufe Sorleboy ihunned the deputy’s 
fid#*, truffin^^the bogs on the other, hie 
lordfhip fent dw to the prefiddht fome of hie 
horfe, and footmen, with moil of hie cat- 
tle. 

Then, w^th tjie reft of his forces, he en- 
camped before Dufllufe, and befiefged^t, be- 
ing one of the ftrongeft places in Ireland ; for 
it is. Titrated upon a rock, hanging over the 
lea, divided from the main with a deep na- 
tural rock-ditch, having no way fp it but bv 
a finall neck of the fame rock, which is 
alio cutoff very deep. If had in it then a 
ftrong garrifon, the contain being a Scot; 
who, whence dfcputytent to him to yield, 
refyfed,; and anfwprcd, That he would keep 
it to the tail man ; which made the deputy 
plant a battery before it, the cannon being 
brought' by lea to Port-Hufll, and drawn 
thithTr bV force of then ; wherein he iparejf 
not the labour of hi* own fervants ; and, 
.When fnihlj 'flmt plated fo : thick out of the fbrv 
<£hat the Wtembrt foldieh began to fhrlnk in 
^Vol.IV. I plant- 
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nUnti^ift She wtiltyjh the lord-deputy nude/ 
jfS own men WT^e*gjnions with earthy and' 
■^ake good rhe ^rounb^tjjll the ordinance 
was planted alld the>tfcr<j\es inade. 

This being done, Ihi r lord-deputy himfelf 
gave fire to the firf&Piece of ordnance, 
which did no great hurt ;\but the next morn- 
ing, after the„garriion had over night felt a 
little the force of the battery, they fent to the 
deputy to be received to mercy ; which he con* 
defended to the rather becaufe he would fave 


the charges of repairing again that pllce, 
which otherwife he mull have beaten down ; 
and becaufe he would not fpend the provision, 
weaken the forces, and hinder the reft of the 
ferviceSvtben intended, by lying before one 
fort ; and 4 therefore he granted them life and 
liberty to depart. 

After Dunlufe, the lord- deputy took Don- 
ferte, the garrifon being fled ; hkewife ano* 
cher pile by Port-Rufh, and all Sorleboy’s 
iflands and loughs ; fo that he had n$t a hole 
left4n the main land to creep into* 

Thefe things being thus eftablifhed, and 
garrifons planted at all proper ftations, viz. 
two hundred footmen, whereof one hundred 


were found by Magwylly, and fcventy horfe- 
<nen, at Colerane, under captain Carelile; 
and two hundred foot-men, being of the old 
lands, and fifty horfemen, whereof twenty- 
^five were enlifted at Kockferyns, under Sir 
Henry Bagnal, whom the lord-deputy made 

colonel 
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• colonel of the forcesjieEei !w* tfi] 

' through the woods if »K>TulSge and K yi 
r waren, and returned™ htewiry Up the tweny 1 * 
eighth of September V ivlfere he remained ten 
days to perfedl this fer^ ice. 

Here came ta Ma Turlough O’Neale, 
bringing with him Henry O'Neale, Shone 
O’Neale’s fon, that eicaped fjom Sir Henry 
Sidney ; and to that place there came alio all 
the reft of the lords of Ulfter ; who, upon 
their knees, fwore fidelity unto the queen, 
ana delivered in fuch pledges ae the lord-de* 
puty demanded ; and made like compofition 
for finding of foldiers, and upon the fame 
condition as O’Neale, O’Donel, and Mar 
groyly had done ; every one for the .numbers 
enfuing; Hugh Oge and Shane Iffac Brian, 
for the Nether Clandaboy, eighty men ; Sir 
Magenes, for Huaugh, forty men ; the cap- 
tain of Kylultagh, fifteen; the captain of 
Kvl waren, ten ; Mac Carten, ten 9 ; the baron 
of Donganin, Forney, Mac Mahon, Fowea, 
Dangutry, and O'Harilan, two hundred# In 
all which, O’Nfale’s, O’Donel’s, and Mac 
tVillie’s, amounted to four hundred Englifli, 
betides thirty to be maintained after the Irilh 
manner by Donnel Corme. 

• The lord-deputy perceiving fome queftions 
for government amongft them, but especially 
betwixt Turlough O'Neale, the baron of Dun* 
gannon, and the marfiial ; he firft reconciled^ 
all unkindnefs bcAveeen them, and then 
thought good to divide the greater govern- 
I 2 menta 
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mente toflTfcnsJtef, tfift none fticfuld be Cm ,; 
flfong. / '■ V • ' 

fcThe lord-dgpuff to Dublin, 

brought Turloogh Cweale’s fon with him ; 
but, becaufe his father flight nee£him, being 
become a good firbjefly ^ tdl appearance, he 
ihortly returned him btektagain, upon the re- 
ceipt of four principal men, which he had ap- 
pointed to be ftnt to him ; which fooutd be 
fure pledges both for her majeity upon O* 
Neale, and for him upon his followers ; of 
which Sir John wrote to the privy-council in 
England. At that time alfo Shan O’Neale’s 
fon, which came over with the Scots, made 
fuit to be received into favour ; and, becaufe 
they had,Jately taken one Mr. Lambert, an 
Englifh getntleman, the lord-deputy the rather 
inclined to hearken to them for that gentle- 
man’s fake ; and gave order to the marital ac- 
cordingly. * 

But we muft here remark, that 8ir John 
Perrot was of a very haughty and choleric d*£ 
pofitSon ; by which, while he was working 
the weal of Ireland, he* gave peat o£ 
fence to tnoft part of the inhabitants ; 
but chiefly by his propofing in parliament a 
fufpenfion of the famous law called Poyvrtag’* 
Aft ; which railed a popular cry again!* him, 
a* fee feme time that, by aHoufag thtiorria 
jbtd commons to difeufs the propriety of re- 
ceding the a ft too freely, he brought htafeif 
mo dSgrace with the qmfen and pttvyHXwntil 

in 
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In England; and an ippeflcknfnt agdfnfi him 
1 was furthered by th^jr^abrfmellor and tl«* 
archbifhopof DuMun ; but; whiff particular y. 
dftdled his^ruin, was, an unguarded and in- 
decent expreffion he • lcf fall from him* Her 
majelty, as he thought, had ufed him hardly 
in abridging his authority on the reprefen- 
tation ot his enemies ; and he remonftr%l09 
againfl it to the council in very ftrong terms $ 
upon which he received fome gentler letters 
from them. 41 Look ye,*’ faid # he, as he read 
them to the (landers by, 44 how the queen ia 
ready to be-pifs herfelf for fear of the Spani- 
ards. I am her white boy again.” Theft, 
and fuch like fpeeches, were often reported by 
his ftcretary to his difad vantage, , * 

It now appeared, that, at the loftldeputy’s 
coming into Ireland, he found the north ready 
to enter into rebellion, and to incite the lords of 
Munfter and Conaught to combine with them 
therein* Thurlough O’Neale was ready to 
join with the Iflanders, being brought ig by 
SorlebAy ; and they having brought in with 
them Shane O’tfeale’s ion, to countenance 
their caufe and their coming ; and, being 
tore in number, and better furnifhed, than 
formerly, had alfo aid promifed and expc&ed/ 
which, no doubt, would have, ipeedily followed 
from Spain if they had found any fuccefs at 
firft. \ 

AU thefe inconveniences the lord-deput^ 
had to encounter and prevent at his foil land:* 
I 3 in g* 
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ing, vfrkheut ^any, ,pr£ dfion againft tltom } 
and yet LI l theil jieriu he overcame within 
lv : s than te*ftt weeks'; fetfibd the hearts and 
eftates of the good fubje&s, fubd^ed, or ex* 
pelled the bad ; took pledges for all fuch as 
w$re fufpi &ed ; compounded all controverfies 
betwixt the great lords ; drew the northern 
lfctds to a compofition for the maintainance of 
one thoufmd two hundred foldiers, almolt all 
on their own charges ; and pafltd through the 
live provinces within lefs than a quarter of a 
year ; notwithftanding the impediments of the 
iervices, and the foul weather which almoft 
always followed him in the latter part of his 
journey. 

Thefe fervices feem ftrange to have been fo 
fpeedily /afhd fuccefsfully performed ; yet is 
this truth inconteftably proved : fo that it 
(hould feem, induftry, prudence, and prof- 
perity, llrcve, at the firft entrance of Sir 
John Periot’s government, which (hould gain 
him the greateft honour and advancement ; 
and *how well his fervices were allowed of by 
the queen and privy-council of England, as 
alfo how willing they were to grant his reaion- 
able motions, for the better accomplilhment 
of the fervices that he intended, appears by a 
letter which their lbrdfhips wrote to the lord- 
deputy, which was as full of commendation 
And encouragement, though other letters and 
were ' afterward* fometimes fraught 
with (harp cenfure and llritt reftraints, both 

front 
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from the queen his folereig'p , jNljGrpaffifffrV 
of her pnvy-counrilF eknej^l fy hej/diredlioa 
or privity. Suclyttihe ^Sftunc^igpvernq^s, 
to be fubjelt unto cenfureV ^ 

In the y&r 1584, the lord deputy fent and 
fet forth certain erders'to be obf^^d i^Ltho 
juftices of the peace within thei^everallU 
mits through the realm, containing ten ai|ir 
cles ; which, to avoid tedioufnefs, are nere 
omitted. And alfo, for the farther confirma- 
tion of all thefe conclufions, and for the addi- 
tion of fome new laws, as for^he abrogating 
of fome of the old, if neceflity fhould fo re- 

S uire, the lord-deputy caufed a parliament to 
e fummoned ; in which mod of the nobility 
of that nation, and as many of the fpiritualty 
and commonalty of that kingdom, as were 
fufficient to fupply all the places of the three 
Hate? neceffary for the parliament, were there 
aflembled, # 

To this parliamentary aflembly, there were 
none, of ahy degree or calling, fuffered to 
come in any cloaths out of the Engliflitfaihi- 
ons; and, although it feemed both uncouth 
and cumberfome for fome of them to be fo 
clad, who pieferred cuftora before decency, 
and opinion before reafon ; yet he condrained 
them that needed con drain t, to come in fuch 
civil fort as bed became the place and theSer- 
vice : and the better to encourage them, Jle 
bedowed both gowns and cloaks of vlret any 
fatten on fome of Viera, as Turlougn 7 %£ 
1 5 nough. 
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fgthfn, jfbo yet doughty not 
themielv*t To rtvSibJ^of^at leaft, io content* 
«4ly attirea^jts il theifxwn mantles, and 
f other, their country habits. 

Amongft thefe, one, being put into Engliih 
ap >p?M, r^ne to the’ lord deputy, and be* 
fought one thing of him, in a pleafant lent 
t£jiumour, as they are moft of them witty ; 
which was, that it would pleafe his lordfhip 
to let one of his chaplain’s, whom he termed 
his pried, accompany him, arrayed in Irifh 
apparel; 4 ‘ and then,” faid he, “ they will 
wonder as much at him as they do now at 
me ; fo that 1 (hall pafs more quietly and on* 
pointed at.” 

By this it (hoold feem that they think, when 
they once leave their old cuftoms, then all men 
wonder at them, and that then they are oat of 
all frame or good faftiion, according cothat fay- 
ing, “ They which are born in hell, think 
there is no heaven.” 

In this parliament, as the lord~deptity had 
the chief place, fo was he she molt eminent 
man that came thither, both«in goodliwefc of 
ilatare, toajefty of countenance, and in alt 
things elfe that might yield ornament to fo 
great and high a prefence ; for, as they wit- 
jsefs, who were eyewitnesses of it, they neve# 
Mjteld a man of foch Comlinefs in cftuntd* 
mnee, gefiure, and gait, as he appeared to be 
fii hi^JBialiainentary robe$ c : and, as a German 
disaffirmed, who was at that parliament, he 

had 
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hai travelled throaA Gerlniffv — »MJn«s. 
England, and Ireland xhofe 

countries, neveytid he^tfSaayJtnn cpm para- 
ble to Sir John PerrotAtheHord-peputy Af 
Ireland, for his porte an^ majefty of perfonl 
age, whofe picture -d(is Gq jnan J ^d did 
much defire to carry with him mfiTtnar 
try. 

However, though he received great og 
tions in hb government, yet (HU he maintained 
the (late in firm peace ; fo that there was fcarce 
any known rebel in Ireland betides O’Donel ; 
who, being fufpe&ed becaufe his people began 
to play fome bad tricks, and nimfelf flood 
upon terms not fitting for him, the lord-deputy 
and council entered into confutation how he 
might be apprehended. Some advifed to fend 
forces into O’Donel’s country, and to bring 
him in by force : bat the lord- deputy argued 
againft that project, alledging that this co&ld 
not b^idoiie without an arnfy of two Of 
three ^htfufand men, which would be both hiv 
chargeable ; “ yet/* fgid he, 
** you fluil giv$ me leave to try oneconclufion. 
which I Have in hand \ and, if that take not 
efFeft, then let us fall to what other means we 
can devife for his apprehenfton.** 

In confequence of thi% advice, he ordered a 
fhip to be prepared with fome wines, aqd the 
captain, being one chofen for the purpofe\he 
had command to go into O’Drars 
try, and fail as n&r his dwelling asn 
there proffering his wine to fell* 

I 5 
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( *^bfijlfc>k 0 thA>untnr, *e pe»j>Ie 
hurYietr .i2' leVhip> feme to dnnk, feme* to 
price thq tones, "and £11 of them, according to 
tji* capftfin’s IhdruflKonSjhacP what wipe thejy 
ifrould drink for nothing, as a tailed with this 
kind o^Sr, that if O^onel! would come him- 
felful.e dioe'd'buy the bed wine at a reafon- 
rtpie rate. At length O'Donell came himfelf 
tJ»buy fome wines, whom they ufed fo cour- 
teoufly, that they gave him his full allowance, 
and finding the wind ferve well for the purpofe, 
which was to return back, and carry O’Do- 
nell with them, they flowed him under hatches, 
and fo brought him to Dublin. Which to 
have been effected by force, would, by all con- 
jecture, have cod much treafure, if not blood, 
becaufe O’Donell at that time was one of the 
dronged and mod dangerous fubjefts in the 
kingdom, by reafbn of his alliance, his com- 
mand, and the drength of his country ; but 
by this dratagem he was brought in without 
blows, and his country kept in qu : f i without 

rebellion. * r .. r 

Buf the lord-deputy finding, tha* in !f>ite of 
all his fervices the malignity aga^nft hirt in- 
creafed, receiving many nipping letters from 
the queen, and feme redraints againft dealing 
in any thing of importance without the con- 
fentpf the Englim counfel, he defired no- 
ting more than to be removed from his go- 
vernment; and to efFeft his wifhes, he wrote 
fcvgpaMKters to his bed ftiends in England, 
■itlength it was obtained, but before he gave 
Q ever 


ovcJ his command,* it hk\] 
tint, when the Spaqilh 
in the year *588, he fentffnr the jd 
each country, retiring them to r { 5 ut 
for the xn||ntenance of ^ce, and 
the realm againft foreigi 
they all yielded ftillingl^ _ 

fo, and the lord-deputy, V® prevent fufpi< 
of any miftruft again (l them* made th< 
fpeech to goodpurpofe, as the time then'll 
Which began as follows : 


•‘ You that are here comAitted to cuftody 
as pledges, and fuch as have put you in for 
pledges, I would with neither of you to think 
that this fecurity Jis required, fo much in diff* 
trull of your particular fidelities, as for the 
general quiet of the country, and for the parti- 
cular good of yourfelves in a time fo dange- 
rous : for if I were in your cafes, or was a 
lord of aiw country in Ireland, hfhould at; this 
^tkne, r«tjier to be thus bounden than left' at 
libert y f fefcufe whilll any lord is confinedp^aifd 
not iffyns jountry, if any thing be don&amiis 
there, hql&th the lefs to anfwer for it, See Me J 9 

Which pledges, if they had been kept fafe 
and carefully (as fbme of them* whereof 
O'Donell was one, werf afterwards fufifered 
to efcape) they had been good afluranc?lkfor 
the quietnefs of the country, ami had failed 
the lives of many # men, and the neMitT inf 
I 6 
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fpeiffcin 

the WHkf revolt of theft men and 

which Follow, and adhere 
Into theta. And Ijajr conclhfion of the lord- 
Wcputy’s services, 4 ^ounftHor of Iceland wri* 
'teth th^s, SsbhqfaVfe Ultoniam, pacificavit 
C^JbCatiti . Aaxavit Wlediam, ligavit Moniam, 
lc ' egit Lageniam, efctirpavit S cocos, refraenavit 
AYi^los, et hijs omnibus per aeque veftigal 
ocqdtftvit Reginac. 

Now the lord -deputy, leaving aU things fa 
gqod order, and the country m tranquility, 
prepared for his departure ; hut before Ws de- 
livery of the fword, he gave unto the city of 
{tablin a fair Handing gilt bowl (which paf- 
ftth from one mayor to another in Dublin, 
yearly) with his arms engraven, and a parrot 
wn the top ; about the beak whereof were 
Written theft words, w Relinquo in Pace ;** 
I leave in peace. Which was well known to 
%etroe; format the delivery of the fword tsi 
Sir William Fkzwilliams (who fur needed him 
in the government) he faid theft in the 

hearing of many honourable perfo •?, * Now, 
aty lord -deputy, I have ddivereu 'you the 
fword, .with the country, in firm peace and 
quietnefs ; my hope , is, you will inform the 
queen and the eopncil of England thereof, 
fcven as you find it ; for I have left all in peace, 
a^ftS pledges fufficient to maintain the peace.’ 9 
whojr* the new lord deputy anfwered, 
*<S* T jOhn Perrot, I muftmeeds confefs, that 

l fine 



i hm JOHN P^KJ^OT. Its 
d dir country quiet# §m aU tlumplmi 
fb good order ; I pray Qdd I mu rJnptfe k 
half (o well, and then I Audi I 

have done my queen and country good Jp \ 
vice.” Then Sir John BeiVot repliel u Mvl 
lord-deputy, I will fay korett^von jPt%p aft 
fhcfe wltnefles, that there^ no lltanindedfeL 
fufpe&ed perfon in this kingdom, which of 
carry but fix fwordk after him into the neld* 
but if you will name him, and (hall defire to 
have him, notwithftauding that I have re- 
Agned the fword, and with it ell my authority* 
yet I will (fo you (hall think it necetftry) 
(end for any fuch, and if they come not in on 
my word, I will loofe the credit and reputa- 
tion of all my ferffce.” To which the lord- 
deputy anfwered, “ I know you can do thify 
Sit John Perrot, but there is no need thereof t 
(or all is as well as it needs to be, and lb l 
dOftfefs it.” # 

^ v After din charge delivered up, and all 
tbih^h* el Jej provided for Sir John Perrot’s dr* 
para, ileft Ireland, and at the <hj*of his 
^oartv put of Dublin, there were- many 
< L&ieme(rand gentlemen came thither to take 
their leave of him ; amongft whom were oU 
CPNeate and Turlough Lenough, in the great 
reverence and love they bore him, did not on- 
ly come to Dublin to bid him (arcwelj^Mk 
took boat and faw him on (hipboard, looking 
after him as far as ever they could, ken tmt 
(hip under ftil, anti (hedding tears nttStmm 
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kidv^eijO beaten^fhe like did others of g^o<f 
iota ^fiame a i ythat time., Alfo a great 
fctBpBe&@^|)Oor , country people came at his* 
yiepartur^; Tome /t£at dwelt twenty* fome 
Vfcrt y mijiis, or mojfe,vfrom Dublin if' and many, 
Of, ifad ^iever feen him before, 

i l£ove, as fie went ^trough the ftreets, to take 
by the hancj, ,or to touch his garment; 
all praying for him, and for his long life : and* 
when he alkcd them why they didfo, they an* 
iwered, “ That they never had enjoyed their* 
Own with peace ^before his time, and doubtedr 
they fcould never do fo again, when he was* 
gone.” 

Such was die love of the country in general 
towards Sir John Pei rot, that never did any 
lord-deputy of Ireland depart thence, witn. 
loo re good liking of the commons, nobility, 
and gentry of that nation, whereof, and of all 
that is here written touching his fervices, there, 
ire divers worthy of credit, who jvUI bear 
witnefs thereof. ^ w / 

Sajiir John Perrot having gor^^-frur 
years, as lord-deputy of IHand'* * parted, 
thence in the year 1588, and fa ; f JL to his. 
OOftle of Carew in Pembrokelhire ; where he 
arrived* accompanied with as gallant a troop, 
-of gentlemen and ihrving-men, as ever fol«. 
fewgi any lord*d«puty of his fort. 



whet 



l $ arnvi 


< 


me wt* 

; 4 rom 


STR JOffft PEjR'SOfr. 1% 

wli> was in Ireland with h^idiiring.V^^tiM • 
of his government; whiih manuldript# WW 
Jirft brought over from that kingdbmyHabotti 
fifteen years ago* It remains for us to inror^ 
the readei? that Ihortly ifJjjrSir Johyi 
in England, a Charge d|f higft*area{jp» Mfs 
hibited againft him ; inSanfequence of w 
he was taken into cuftodyj %nd for fome 
confined in the lord-treafurer's houfe 
whence, on the twenty-feventh of April 1992 £ 
he was brought to his ttyal before a ipecial 
commiflion, and received faitence of death 
(after a mod fevere and cruel ferutiny was 
made into his actions, words, and eveifc 
thoughts) by a law, long fince happily re» 
pealed. • 

Theabove gentleman feems to havehad a great 
tender nefs to Sir John Perrot,and therefore draw* 
a veil on that part of his life, which he judges too 
melancholy to be exposed ; and jndeed he may 
^well be |^cufed for not carrying on the hiftory 
witter, ,a/. from the time of his retirement to 
«■'* . Lf k; b enemies unwearied^malice 


the 


(whit. , j\d perfecuted him fo long, and witH 
fo mucifc barbarity) his condemnation palled- 
not many months. Though the queen xs laid 
to have been fo well fatisfied of bis innocence*.’ 
that being told of his condemnation, (he cried 
out, “ Then by my troth’ they have^tmd 
guilty an innocent man or words to 
tlFeft. 1 v 
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He-jvas rfto^d to the Tower, whert a 
aatumfoeath foon hot an end to all his trou- 
Wes, smd/Ks liberal itiiftrefs, queen £lizabeth t 
tpdbwed that eftate unhisfon, which an entail 
(had long/befbre feoured to him, anrf'Svhkh (he 
though *ot ftr^difpate ; innhis indeed more 
critic, as well as more commendable than fome 
ty^hcr iucceffors,; (though even here, accord- 
ing to Cambden, the merit of having married 
the earl of Eftex’s filler, leems to have been no 
incoafiderabie motive. We lhall not enter 
father on the chara&er of this great man f 
which has been drawn by fo many able pens, 
the immortal Cambden, Sir Francis Newton, 
md David Lloyd, 
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